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FOOD TOASTING POUCH

Cross-Reference to Related Application

[0001] This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Serial No. 61/074,208, entitled “Food Toasting Pouch,” and
filed June 20, 2008, the entire contents of which are incorporated by

reference herein in their entirety.

Field of the Invention

[0002] This invention relates to a device for the toasting of food, such as nuts,

and methods of using the same.

Background of the Invention

[0003] Toasted nuts have become quite popular and are recommended in
many recipes for baked goods, salads, and other foods. At present the
recommended way to toast nuts at home is to place them on a baking sheet
in the oven or toast them on a stove top pan. Both processes involve warm
up time (preheating the oven or warming the pan, respectively) and the use of a
cooking sheet or pan; furthermore, because the nuts must be monitored until
they are done, burning during toasting is a common complaint. For these
reasons nut toasting is generally not done for quick meals, such as breakfast,
or for individual meals where the quantity of nuts is small and the time and

effort to toast small amounts is seen as prohibitive.

Summary of the Invention

[0004] Embodiments of the present invention provide a food toasting
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device, or pouch. In some embodiments, the food toasting pouch provides
a means for a user to toast nuts directly in their toaster, thereby speeding up
the process of toasting nuts, eliminating in at least some embodiments the
need for a warm up, eliminating the use of a baking sheet or stovetop pan,
and consistently producing the same quality of toasted nuts without burning.
The user can use any type of appliance that can be used to warm food items,
including but not limited to, an oven, a toaster oven and a toaster. In a
preferred embodiment, the home appliance is a toaster—a device already on

the kitchen counter and completely suited for the task of toasting.

[0005] One embodiment of the invention provides a food toasting pouch

comprising a pouch and optionally, a handle.

[0006] Another embodiment of the invention provides a method of using the
food toasting pouch, comprising adding a desired quantity of a food product
into the pouch, placing the pouch into the appliance, turning on the appliance
such that the appliance generates a desired amount of heat, waiting a
predetermined amount of time until the food product is sufficiently toasted, and
removing the food product from the appliance. In some embodiments, the food

product is nuts.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0007] Figure 1 illustrates one embodiment of the present invention comprising

a food grade mesh pouch and a handle.

[0008] Figure 2 illustrates another embodiment of the present invention

showing a food grade mesh pouch holding nuts (handle not shown).

[0009] Figure 3 illustrates another embodiment of the invention placed in the

toaster.

[0010] Figure 4 illustrates another embodiment of the invention wherein nuts

placed inside the pouch are toasted.

[0011] Figure 5 illustrates nuts toasted with the device of the present invention
2
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on a breakfast cereal.

[0012] Figures 6A and 6B illustrate possible types of pouches that can be
used with the present invention. Figure 6A is an example of a food-grade mesh

pouch. Figure 6B is an example of a food-grade wire mesh basket.

[0013] Figures 7A — 7D illustrate possible types of handles that can be used
with the present invention. Figures 7A and 7B are examples of handles
having ergonomically adapted grips. Figure 7C is an example of a handle
comprising a lever that can manipulate the opening and closing of the pouch.

Figure 7D is an example of a handle placed on top of the pouch.

Detailed Description

[0014] Unless otherwise defined, all technical terms used herein have the same
meaning as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which

this disclosure belongs.

[0015] The articles "a" and "an" are used herein to refer to one or to more than
one (i.e. at least one) of the grammatical object of the article. By way of
example, "an element" means at least one element and can include more

than one element.

[0016] In at least one embodiment of the present invention, the device
comprises a pouch and optionally, a handle. As used herein, the term
"pouch" includes any form that comprises at least two sides and a bottom,
such that when food products (e.g., nuts) are placed inside the pouch they will
not spill or leak out. As such, the pouch may be, for example, in the form of a
bag or basket. The pouch may be rigid, semi-flexible or flexible. In one
embodiment, the pouch is flexible. In some embodiments, the pouch may be
of a mesh design or may be loosely woven so as to allow air to circulate
around the food inside the pouch and to allow the food to be directly exposed
to the heat source, thereby toasting the food in addition to heating the food.
The term “toasting” as used herein refers to browning and/or crisping of the
3
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food by exposure to heat.

[0017] The pouch of the present invention may be made of any material that
can withstand the heat of cooking and provide for the food contents to be
warmed and/or, in at least some embodiments, toasted. Examples of suitable
material include, but are not limited to, metal or other heat resistant materials
formed to create said pouch. In other embodiments, the pouch comprises
sufficient openings to allow heat to toast the enclosed food product. In a
preferred embodiment, a food grade mesh with grid varying in size from
pinhole to % inch opening is used. In another embodiment, the pouch is of a

size that fits into a standard size toaster slot.

[0018] In one embodiment, the pouch is open at the top portion. In another
embodiment, the pouch top is closable. The closing means may be anything
suitable to seal the top of the pouch. Such means may include, but are not

limited to, a zipper, shap, clasp, latch, flap and the like.

[0019] In another embodiment, the pouch may be expandable, equipped with a
loading/pouring mechanism, a mechanism to crush the food product, a
mechanism to spread the food products evenly inside the container, and

combinations thereof.

[0020] In another embodiment, a handle is attached to the pouch. The
handle may be of any size or shape suitable to allow a user to easily grasp.
In certain embodiments, the handle is attached to any side of the pouch. As
shown in Figure 1, in one embodiment the handle is attached to the side of
the pouch. In another embodiment, and as shown in Figure 7D, the handle
is located at the top of the pouch. In other embodiments, the handle is
attachable/removable from the pouch. In yet another embodiment, the handle
further comprises a lever, knob or other means to allow the opening, closing,
and/or pouring of the food contents. The handle may be made of any suitable
materials that provide sufficient strength to support the pouch, including, but not

limited to, plastic, wood, metal, and the like. It is also within the scope of the

4
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invention that the handle comprise ergonomic grips, such as a rubber

covering or specially formed contours to aid in the grasping of the handle.

[0021] As used herein, the term "appliance” refers to any heating device
suitable for the warming/heating of food. Examples, include, but are not limited
to, an oven, a toaster oven, a toaster, and the like. In a preferred embodiment,

the appliance is a toaster.

[0022] Another embodiment of the invention provides for a method of
warming a food product (e.g., nuts) using the device of the present invention. In
one embodiment, the user pours the desired quantity of food (e.g., nuts) into the
pouch, places the pouch in the appliance (e.g., toaster), and activates the
appliance as usual such that said appliance warms the food. After a
predetermined time that is of sufficient length to warm the food product to the
desired temperature, the user removes the pouch, opens the pouch (if the
pouch is of the type that closes), and pours the food product out of the pouch.

[0023] In one embodiment wherein the appliance is a toaster, (and as
shown in Figures 1-5), the user would set the toaster to the desired setting,
place the pouch within the slot, activate the toaster place depressing the lever
mechanism, wait the desired time until the food product is sufficiently warmed,
remove the pouch from the toaster, open the pouch (if the pouch is closed),
and pour the nuts out of the pouch. In some embodiments, the pouch will
comprise a handle, wherein the handle may also be used to open the pouch,
by means of a lever on top of the handle, and wherein the user can use the

handle to place the pouch into, and remove the pouch from, the toaster.

[0024] The invention has been described with reference to various specific and
illustrative embodiments and techniques. However, it should be understood that
many variations and modifications may be made while remaining within the

spirit and scope of the invention.
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Claims

1. A food toasting device comprising a pouch and optionally a handle, wherein said
pouch comprises a front and back side, and a bottom, and is capable of preventing

the food contents from spilling in any form.

2. The food toasting device of claim 1, wherein said pouch comprises a food

grade mesh.

3. The food toasting device of claim 1, wherein said pouch comprises a top with a

means for closing.

4. The food toasting device of claim 3, wherein said closing means is selected from

the group consisting of a zipper, a clasp, a latch, a flap and a snap.
5. The food toasting device of claim 1, further comprising a handle.

6. The food toasting device of claim 5, wherein said handle further comprises a lever

mechanism, whereby the lever mechanism opens and closes said pouch.

7. A method of using a food toasting device comprising:

a. placing a food product in a pouch;

b. placing said pouch into an appliance;

c. waiting for said appliance to warm the food product;
d. removing the pouch from said appliance; and

e. pouring said food product out of said pouch.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said appliance is selected from the group

consisting of an oven, a toaster oven, and a toaster.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein said appliance is a toaster.

6
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10. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of closing said pouch prior

to placing said pouch into said appliance.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of opening said pouch prior

to pouring said food product out of said pouch.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the waiting for said appliance to warm the

food product further comprises waiting for said appliance to toast the food

product.
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