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My invention relates to brushes and. particu-~
larly to methods of and devices for protecting
and preserving brushes.

Among the objects of my invention are the fol-

3 lowing:— To provide a novel and simple device
for enclosing and protecting a brush during pack-
ing, shipping, display. or storage thereof or while

keing carried in. a. workman’s kit; to provide a

simple and easily applied means for holding the
10 bristles of a brush. in proper operative position
in a used or in an unused brush; to provide a
protective enclosure for the bristles of a brush that
shall prevent. a used brush drying out and becom-
ing hard and stiff; to provide a protective casing
18 for-a brush that shall be easily applied thereto and
removed therefrom and that shall require but
little space and one which can be used repeatedly.
In practicing my invention I provide a sheath
of substantially U-shape in section to immediate-
20 ly surround and closely confine the:bristles and a,
baglike casing made of a material impervious to
air closely surrounding the sheath and bristles,.
the mouth portion of the casing engaging the body
or head of the brush and a. resilient. member of
25 band shape: covering the joint between the casing
and the head. I may provide also a. resilient clip
or clamp ta be slipped over the resilient band.
In the single sheet of drawing,.
Figure 1 is a view partially in longitudinal sec-
30 tion and partially in. side view, of a. device em-
bodying my invention as applied to an.ordinary
painter’s brush, )
Fig. 2:is a view'in perspective, of a sheath con-
stituting a. part. of the: device embodying my in-
35 vention, . -
Fig. 3 is:a.view, in lateral section therethrough,
taken on the line IIT—IIT of Fig, 2,
Fig. 4 is a view, in- perspective, of a casing con-
stituting & part of the device embodying my in-
40 vention,

Fig. 5 is a view, in lateral section therethrough;,

taken on the line V'—V of Fig. 4,
‘Fig. 6 is a view, in lateral section therethrough,
taken on the line. VI—VT of PFig. 4,
45  Fig. 7 is a view, in longitudinal section taken
‘on the line VII—VII of Fig. 4, and,.
Fig. 8 is a view in perspective of g resilient clip,
Referring more particularly to Fig. 1 of the
drawing, T have there illustrated a brush 10 of
50 the type usually employed in ordinary painting
work and embodying a head 11 with 3 handle 12
and a plurality of bristles 13. ~ No attempt-is here
made to show in detail the construction of a brush
of this kind as the device embodying my inven-
55 tion:can. easily be adapted to not only g brush of

this kind but to a brush of any kind; so long as
the brush includes a sef of bristles and a.support-
ing head therefor. .
Referring to Fig. 2 of the drawing, I have there
illustrated a sheath 14 which is made of substan-
tially U-shape in lateral section ag will be noted
by refersnce to Fig. 3 of the drawing, the walls of
the sheath being closer together at one end of the
sheath than at the other when it is desired to use
this sheath on the ordinary kind of brush used
in house painting. The sheath includes also a
handle portion or extension i8 at its upper end
which is of such shape as to fit closely around one
edge portion or side portion of the head of a
brush. .
- £ casing 17, made of some material impervious
to-air, is of box shape or of & baglike shape, that
is, it is made of a material impervious to air and
56 constructed that it is substantially airtight at
all places except the open end thereof, The open
endis.of such.shape and dimensions as to conform
closely to the head 1l of the brush and I prefer
to. provide a head 18 extending entirely around

the periphery of the casing 17 closely adjacent.

to the open end thereof. The casing. 17 is made
tapering in longitudinal section when' it is to be
used on a.brush of the kind shown in Fig. 1, and
the dimensions .of this casing are such that it
will closely surround the sheath 14 in order to
entrap a minimum amount of air within the
casing. -

I have illustrated a specific form of - casing,
which at present I make of metal, and -have il-
lustrated one form of an airtight seam 19 at
each side of the casing 17 and. at the ‘closed end
thereof. While I have illustrated a casing which
is made with seams at the sideg thereof, I do not
desire to be limited #o such construction as I may
use:any other form of haglike casing, for instance,
several pieces or patts of proper shape fitting
together  with an airtight fit, so long as the re-
sultant structurs is substantially impervious to
air and so. long as the walls at or near the mouth
of the casing conform closely to the shape and
dimensions of the head of o bruzh and are pref-
erably sufficiently resilient to tightly encircle or
surreund the Tead or a leather or a metal band
surrounding the head and constitute theréwith:
a substantially airtight enclosure for the bristles.

T have illustrated, in Fig. 8, a resilient clip or
clamping mesns 21 which I may use and which
is of a shaps to closely surround the head of a
brush and is adapted to compress tightly a band
22 of some yielding or elastic material which T
place over the joint between the mouth of the
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casing and the head of the brush as is shown
more particularly in Fig. 1 of the drawing. I
have found that an ordinary gum band may be
used for member 22, or it is possible to use several
superposed layers of ordinary friction tape, but
I wish it to be understood that my invention is
not limited to the use of either of these two
materisls.

So far as I am aware, the most frequently used
method of preserving a used brush is to clean
it by the use of a suitable thinner or vehicle of
the coating material which was being worked
on or over a surface by the use of the brush. In
other words, the attempt is made to remove sub-
stantiaily all of the paint or coating with the
idea that the bristles will be left in a substan-
tially clean and uncoated condition so that no
hardening of the bristles shall result. So far as
I am aware however, this method is not a com-
plete success as it is practically impossible for the
ordinary user of a brush to successfully remove
all of the hardening or oxidizing vehicle of the
paint or coating, so that a considerable degree
of hardening or stiffening of the bristles does
oceur, '

In contradistinction to this, the device em-
pedying my invention is so designed, constructed,
and used as to locate the bristles in an airtight
enclosure having a minimum smount of air en-
trapped therein, whereby oxidizing of the vehicle
is substantially entirely prevented, so that a used
prush will remain soft and pliable. This state-
ment applies not only to the particular type of
brush illustrated in the drawing, but also to ail
other types of brushes which are used to spread
some kind of a coating such as size, glue, paste,
ete. over some kind of a surface and which there-
fore use a vehicle which, wheun spread by the
brush, gradually dries out or oxidizes and
hardens.

_In placing the brush in the enclosure constitut-
ing my invention I preier to place the vprush

~within the sheath 14 by a movement laterally of

the bristles. As has already been mentioned I
prefer to so shape the sheath 14 that the bristles
will not only be mainfained in substantially
straight condition, but also, in the case of a paint
brush, so that the free ends thereof will be com-
pressed in order that a minimum amount of air
may be entrapped. I prefer to make the sheath
of such length as to cover the bristles only and
have the upper end thereof abutting against one
end of the head from which the bristles extend.

The brush with the sheath over the bristles
can then be easily and quickly fitted into the cas-
ing 17 by a longitudinal movement of the brush
and sheath. The casing 17 will assume the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing, in which
the inwardly extending annular bead 18 will
engage the head over its entire periphery, there-
by providing a substantially airtight joint be-
tween the casing 17 and the head 11. Or if a
leather band or a metal band (not shown in the
drawing) extends around the head the walls of
the casing at the open end may engage this
band..

Tn order to provide as nearly as possible an-

enclosure, I prefer to locate over the upber end
of the casing 17 a yielding or elastic band, which
is made of an airtight material, and which also
engages the head of the brush. If desirable or
necessary I may further locate a clip 21 over the
yielding or resilient band 22 in order to retain
the same in its proper operative airtight position.

The device embodying my invention thus pro-

1,034,316

vides a novel form of protective casing for a
brush which permits of keeping the bristles in
soft and pliable condition without appreciable
hardening of the painting or coating solution
adhering to the bristles of a used brush. This
result is obtained by preventing the access of
air to the bristles once they have heen located
in the substantially airtight casing.

My improved casing may also be used on new

brushes to ensure their being kept clean with
the bristles in their original shape, or to permit
of their being carried from place to place with-
out injury to the bristles, the casing taking up
a minimum amount of space. My device pro-
vides also a substantially airtight protecting cas-
ing for a used or for an unused brush, which cas-
ing can be used repeatedly.
.. Various modifications may be made in the de-
vice embodying my invention without departing
from the spirit and the scope thereof, and I de-
sire therefore, that only such limitations shall
be placed thereon as are imposed by the prior
art or are set forth in the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:— - :

1. A protective device for a brush having bris-
tles and a head, said device including a sheath
for closely confining the bristles, said sheath be-
ing split longitudinally to permit relative lateral
movement of the walls thereof, and a bag-like
casing of air tight material’ conforming to and
closely surrounding the sheath -to maintain the
walls thereof against the bristles, the walls of
the casing at the open end thereof being resilient
to closely operatively engage and surround the
nead to constitute therewith a substantially .air
tight casing for the bristles. R :

2. In g device as set forth in claim 1. wherein
a pair of opposite walls of both the sheath and
casing are tapered towards each other at points
displaced from the open end of the .casing.

3. Tn & device as set forth in claim 1 wherein
both opposite ends of the sheath are open, the

closed end of the casing providing a closure for-

the open end of the sheath. :
4, A protective device for a brush having bris-

tles and a head, said device including a sheath

for closely confining the bristles, said sheath be-
ing split longitudinally ‘and open .at its opposite
free ends, and a casing of airtight material con-
forming to and closely surrounding the sheath
to provide an airtight closure for open portions
of said sheath, one end only of said casing being
open, the walls of the casing at its cpen end be-
ing resilient and shaped complemental to said
head whereby to closely surround and engage the
head to provide a substantially airtight casing
for the bristles. .

5. In a device as set forth in claim. 4, an elastic

airtisht means closely engaging the open end of.
the casing and the head for prevajnting access !

of air to said casing.

6. A protective device for a brush having bris-
tles and a head, said device including a sheath
for closely confining the bristies, said sheath be-
ing split longitudinally to permit relative lateral
movement of the walls thereof, and a bag-like
casing of air tight material conforming to and
closely surrounding the sheath and operatively

engaging same on opposite sides thereof to main--
tain the walls thereof against the- bristles, the

walls of the casing at the open end thereof being
resilient to closely operatively engage and sur-
round the head to constitute therewith a substan-
tially air tight casing for the bristles.
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