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United States Patent Office 3,273,888 
Patented Sept. 20, 1966 

3,273,888 
ADJUSTABLE ANVALEED WALKER 

Charles Lester Burns, Rite. 3, Unionville, Mo. 
Filed Dec. 16, 1964, Ser. No. 418,694 

4 Claims. (C. 272-70.4) 
The invention relates to an improved invalid walker and 

more particularly the invention relates to an invalid walker 
constructed completely of square tubular Sections in 
tegrally united into a pair of complementary frame mem. 
bers secured together by conventional nuts and bolts, and 
wherein the right and left frame members are tapered to 
ward each other at the bottom, a pair of wheels on each 
frame member, the rear wheels being secured or fixedly 
mounted whereas the forward pair of wheels are swivel 
mounted and contain an adjustable width control means 
interposed therebetween. The adjustable width control 
means interposed between the forward pair of wheels con 
tains a slot and a pivot arm secured in place by a wing 
nut for providing the desired controlled adjustable width 
with respect to the width control means located and 
mounted above and intermediate the frame members. 
An object, therefore, of the invention is to provide an 

improved adjustable invalid walker wherein the patient 
may be quite incapacitated and yet walk along with the 
invalid walker of the invention, since the stationary rear 
wheels are taperedly mounted with respect to the frame 
members and provide significant control in the movement 
-of the invalid walker about hospital rooms and corridors 
as well as about one's home. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a slotted 

hole and wing nut combination with a pivot arm inter 
posed between connecting members for acting as a hinge 
or frame support member to loosen the bolts in the slotted 
holes while adjusting them to make the proper adjustment for patients. 
The invention also seeks to provide a construction 

wherein movement of the invalid walker is controlled so 
that a person is not apt to fall when using or getting into 
or out of the invalid walker, wherein the frame members 
are tapered toward each other toward the bottom and 
away from each other at the top of the invalid walker so 
that the component parts may be adjusted to the width of 
the user as well as the width of doorways through which 
the walker may pass. 
The invention provides for stationary or fixedly secured 

rear wheels that do not swivel, but yet roll and provide a 
control so that the rear end of the invalid walker does 
not roll sideways, therefore providing substantial safety 
in its use. Thus, the user is not apt to be unbalanced 
and can stand generally alone and yet control the swivel 
mounted front wheels. Due to the tapering effect of the 
left and right frame members, there is substantial and 
adequate control provided in the use of the invalid walker. 
The above and other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will become apparent upon full consideration of 
the following detailed description and accompanying draw 
ings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a generally perspective view of the adjust 

able invalid walker in which the left and right frame mem 
bers are substantially oriented parallel to each other: 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view of a right frame 

member showing some of the elements and components 
of the invention; 
FIGURE 3 is a partially broken away side elevation 

view of the pivotal mounting of a front right swivel 
mounted wheel taken along lines 3-3 of FIGURE 1; and 
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FIGURE 4 is a front elevation view shown partially in 

cross-section showing significant details of the taper and 
other component details of the present invention. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown an in 
valid walker 10 constructed of essentially left and right 
frame members 12, 14 which include an intermediate 
frame or bar 16, 16, being intermediately and horizontal 
ly disposed along the frames. The upper portion of the 
frame includes a plastic set of arm pads 18, 8, and may 
even be quite conventional in construction. The lower 
portion of the left and right frame members 12, 14, in 
cludes a horizontally disposed base bar or member 20, 22, 
wherein there is a pair of stationary or fixedly mounted 
rear wheels 26, 26, and there is a forward pair of swivel 
mounted wheels 28, 30. The only interconnecting mem 
bers between the left and right frame members 12, 14 
are an upper adjustable width control member 34 and 
a lower adjustable width control member 36. 
The height of the frame may be accordingly adjusted 

by conventional type adjustable control means 40, 40, 40, 
40. The control means 40 are shown in each of FIG 
URES 1 and 2. It is noted that the frame members 12, 
14, 16, 20, 22 and other specified components including 
34, 36, may each be made of square or substantially square 
steel tubing. 
The left and right frame members are provided with a 

taper that narrows at the bottom of the adjustable invalid 
walker, and taper outwardly as shown at the upper portion 
thereof. This is provided by properly adjusting the thumb 
screw and lock bar width adjustment means 44 in control 
means 36 cooperating with the pivot pins 35, 35 of com 
ponent 34, and also adjusting the taper control of the 
wheels 28, 30 by the elongated slot 48, adjustable pivotal 
ly mounted bar 50, and a wing nut 52. The tapered posi 
tion, therefore, is maintained by the assemblage 48-50-52 
together with adjusting the control members 34, 36 as 
desired. 
When the left and right frame members 12, 14 are 

brought again to a vertical and parallel relationship, the 
tabs or flanges 62, 62 are provided so that they rest and 
engage the upper surface of the square tubing forming 
member 36. 

Additional and further embodiments of the invention 
in this specification will occur to others and therefore it is 
intended that the scope of the invention be limited only 
by the appended claims and not by the embodiment here 
in described above. Accordingly, reference should be 
made to the following claims in determining the full scope 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An adjustable invalid walker comprising a left frame 

and a right frame of complementary construction, in 
cluding a pair of fore and aft supporting wheels and an 
arm pad on each frame, the forward pair of said wheels 
being swivel mounted, the rear pair of said wheels being 
fixedly mounted, means adjusting the height of the arm 
pad on each frame, means mounting said frames for hori 
Zontal movement relative to each other for varying the 
width between the frames, means mounting said frames 
for pivotal movement relative to each other whereby the 
tops of said frames can move toward each other and the 
bottoms of said frames can move apart and alternatively 
the tops can move away from each other and the bottoms 
toward each other, means for securing said frames in se 
lected positions of said horizontal movement, and means 
for securing said frames in selected positions of said pivot 
al movement. 
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2. The invention according to claim a wherein the References Cited by the Examiner 
frames are constructed of square metal tubing, and the UNITED STATES PATENTS 
width varying mounting means comprises only two men 
bers. 130,283 8/1872 Darrach ----------- 272-70.4 

3. The invention according to claim 2 wherein said 5 906,845 12/1908 Adair ------------- 272-70.4 
width varying mounting means includes in the mounting 1917,440 7/1933 Finkbeiner et al. 272-70.4 X 
means a slot and pivot arms secured in place by a wing 
nut and bolt arrangement. 

4. The invention according to claim wherein said KHA width adjusting means comprises an upper and a lower 0 RICHARD C. PIN M, Primary Examiner. 
length adjustable members. A. W. KRAMER, Assistant Examiner. 

2,732,004 1/1956 Forbes ------------ 272-70.4 


