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This invention is a post, such as used for parking meters 
and the like, having a flexible supporting structure 
adapted to be set in concrete with its upper surface sub 
stantially flush with the surface of a sidewalk. When 
So installed, the post is solidly anchored against theft and 
yet will yield under the impact of automobile bumpers 
to an extent Sufficient to prevent injury to the post and 
the surrounding sidewalk. 

In the accompanying drawing, FIG. 1 is a sectional 
elevation of a parking meter on a flexibly supported post 
and FIGS. 2 and 3 are sectional views of modifications 
of the flexible support for the post. 
The invention is shown applied to the conventional 

pipe support 1 for a parking meter 2 which is usually 
mounted curbside in a sidewalk 3 so as to be accessible 
to motorists and out of the way of pedestrians. The 
meter is suitably fixed to the upper end of the post as 
protection against theft and for the same reason, the 
lower end of the post is usually set in poured concrete. 
This provides a rigid Support for the post which makes 
both the post and the surrounding sidewalk subject to 
injury due to impact of automobile bumpers. As pro 
tection against Such injury, it has been proposed that 
resilient or flexible joints be located in the post at some 
point above the Surface of the sidewalk but above sur 
face joints are costly and vulnerable to theft. 

These disadvantages are overcome by a subsurface 
joint in which the lower end 4 of the post is supported 
in a body 5 of rubber or other suitable elastomer. Con 
veniently, the post may be pressed into a bore 6 in the 
body which tightly grips the post. If the grip on the 
post is inadequate, it may be supplemented by an adhe 
sive or a mechanical interlock may be provided between 
the post and the body. For example, the lower end of the 
post may be screwed into a flange 7 which provides a 
mechanical interlock positively preventing lifting of the 
post out of the rubber body. Other interlocking pro 
jections may be used to pin or key or anchor the post 
to the body. The pipe flange 7 is a conveniently avail 
able structure for providing an enlargement at the lower 
end of the pipe, preventing the removal. 
The body 5 is of double conical or hourglass shape 

- having a waist or region of minimum diameter 8 at 
the center and enlarged upper and lower heads 9 and 
10. The head 9 has an outwardly extending flange 11, 
the under surface 2 of which is flush with the upper 
surface of the sidewalk. 

In installation, the rubber body 5 and flange 7 are 
mounted on the lower end of the post and the body is 
set in a Suitable hole. If the flange 7 is omitted, the 
body need not be mounted on the post prior to setting 
in the hole. The post may be assembled into the body 
at some later time with or without an adhesive. The 
hole is then filled with concrete and leveled of flush 
with the surface of the sidewalk. This embeds the rubber 
body 5 solidly in concrete where it cannot be removed 
due to the interlock provided by the double conical 
shape. The underside 2 of the flange 11 may be pro 
vided with an annular rib 13 which will be embedded 
in the sidewalk but this is not essential. 

After the concrete has set, the post is solidly anchored 
and at the same time is flexibly supported so that it and 
the surrounding sidewalk are protected from injury by 
impact from automobile bumpers. Under impact, the 
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post pivots about point X, thereby providing the flex 
ibility needed to prevent injury under impact. With 
this construction, the flexible connection to the post is 
below the surface of the sidewalk so that it is not vul 
nerable to theft. The installation of the post at curb 
side is carried out in the same manner as the conven 
tional parking meter post. 

FIGS. 2 and 3 show modifications of the shape of the 
rubber body. In FIG. 2 the rubber body 14 is of coni 
cal shape with the base of the cone uppermost and pro 
vided with an enlarged head 15 with a flange 16 over 
lying the upper surface of the sidewalk. As in FIG. 1, 
the pipe 1 is pressed into a bore 17 of the body and is 
Screwed into a pipe flange 7. Around the pipe flange 
7 the body 17 has an enlargement 19 which interlocks 
with the poured concrete, and prevents removal. 
The installation and operation are similar to FIG. 1. 

The rubber body 14 and pipe flange 16 are installed on 
the lower end of the pipe 1 and set in concrete which 
is leveled off flush with the sidewalk. Here again, the 
flexible connection to the pipe is below the surface of the 
sidewalk and is not vulnerable to theft. Under impact, 
the pipe pivots about point Y, below the surface of the 
sidewalk. 

In the construction of FIG. 3, the rubber body 20 is 
of conical shape but in this instance the base of the cone 
is downward. The body has a bore 21 into which the 
lower end of the pipe is pressed and the lower pipe end 
'of the pipe is screwed into a pipe flange 22. The en 
larged lower end of the body provides a positive inter 
lock with the poured concrete. Under impact, the pipe 
pivots about point Z, thereby protecting the pipe afd the 
Surrounding sidewalk against damage. 
Any of the rubber bodies may be provided with cored 

out openings as indicated in dotted lines at 23 in FIG. 
1. All of the rubber bodies have a Subsurface enlarge 
ment interlocking with the concrete. 

In all forms of the invention, the lower end of the 
post is anchored by friction or adhesive or by mechani 
cal interlock in a rubber body which provides the flex 
ible support and the rubber body is set in concrete in 
the usual manner. This provides protection against im 
pact and also against theft in a simple and inexpensive 
aler. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A post for parking meters and the like comprising 

in combination a conventional pipe post positioned curb 
side of the sidewalk with the lower end of the pipe de 
pending below the surface of the sidewalk and with the 
upper end of the pipe extending above the surface of 
the sidewalk in position to support a parking meter or 
the like, an elastomeric anchoring body below the sur 
face of the sidewalk having a vertical bore through which 
the lower terminal end portion of the pipe extends, said 
body extending downwardly at least to the terminal end 
of the pipe and completely surrounding said end portion 
laterally, said end portion having laterally extending an 
choring means thereon and within the confines of said 
body, the wall of the bore completely surrounding and 
tightly gripping said end portion and said anchoring 
means for preventing upward withdrawal of the pipe 
from the body, a mass of poured concrete completely 
Surrounding the body laterally and at its lower termi 
nal surface, said concrete set against the body with the 
upper terminal end of the body exposed and the pipe 
extending thereabove from said bore, the upper surface 
of said concrete and said upper terminal end being ad 
jacent the surface of the sidewalk whereby forces of im 
pact of automobile bumpers on the pipe are cushioned 
by the elastomer surrounding the pipe and interposed 
between the pipe and the concrete, said body having a 
laterally projecting portion with an upwardly directed 
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surface interlocking with the concrete below the upper 
surface thereof to solidly anchor the body in the con 
crete against theft, and said body providing a subsurface 
yieldable support for the pipe preventing injury to the 
pipe and the surrounding sidewalk under the impact of 
automobile bumpers. - 

2. The post of claim 1 in which the anchoring means 
for said end portion of the pipe comprises a pipe flange 
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at the lower end of the bore fixed to said end portion 
of the pipe, said flange being of larger diameter than 
the bore and providing a mechanical interlock positively 
preventing upward withdrawal of the pipe from the body. 

3. The post of claim 1 in which the upper terminal 
end of the body has a projecting flange overlying the 
upper surface of the concrete. 
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