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1 C

laims.

This invention relates to a
particularly cf that class wherain 2
are thrown or otherwise projected at a

its equivalent and in which the same
Stibse qaﬁrs tly used after a given niumber have
thrown or prejected.

The present invention is particularly concerned
in an improved means for effecting the refywn of
the balls to a common point for delivery to the
patrons.

Iiore specifically, the invention comprehends in
zm amusement apoearatus of the set

orth, means presenting o surface or surfaces for

causmg the balls used in conneciion with the ap-
paratus, to gravitationally roll to a delivery
mechanism. :

As a rurther feature, the invention contem
plates in an amusemer t apraratus which empl o»"‘
resilient balls, a ball returning ans which pre-
sents suruc 5 of such a nature as to reduce or

deaden the norinal bounding tendencies thereof,
in order to cause said balls to be mors rapidly re-
turned to the receiving point of a delivery mech-
anism for spesding up or hastening the use of the
apparatus and for aveiding unnecessary delay in-
cident to rebounding of the balls.

Other objects of the invention reside in the sim-
plicity of construction of the apparatus, the
economy with wm h it may be produced and in-

stalled and the general efficiency derived there-
from. o

With the above recited and other objects in
view, reference is had to the fohomng description
and accompanying drawings, in which there is e
hibited one example or e:nbom"mnt of the ing \/en-
tion, while the claims define the actual scope of
the same.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an amusement
apparatus construcied in accordance with the in-
vention.

Figure 2 is a plan view of the ball returning and
delivering means.

Figure 3 is an enlarged transverse sectional view
therethrough taken approximately on the line
3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
approximately on the line indicated at 4—4 in
Figure 2. )

Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view taken
approximately on the line indicated at 5—5 in
Figure 4

Pigure 6 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional
view taken approx imately on the line 6—§ of
Tigure 4,

M=y 7,18
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Higure 7 is a uab“n n ary transverse sectional
view uak 1 approximately on the line mdicated at

hic “1ployb a qLandon"d nas eu—ball A wmﬂh is
pied to be thrown into a standard basket-ball

B, which basket is supported in front of
ckboard C. The backboard C is in turn suit-
ly suRpoOr tr—d directiy in front of the rear wall
D of a stall or booth which is defined by said rear
wall I, and side walls E. In practice, the walls
cf the stall may be of wire mesh, as illustrated,
or stherwise formed. The stall or booth is pro-~
vided with suitable means in the lower portion
thereof for receiving and returning the halls A
to a common peoint at the front therenf where
the patrons may have ready access thereto.  As
Mustrated, said means consists of a framework
designated generally by the reference character
F which supports a rear panel 19 presenting a
surface which is inclined forwardly and pitched
laterally toward one side of the-booth or stall,
said panel approximating the widith of the. stall
and extending from. the rear wall forwardly an
appropriate distance. A second panel 11 extends
from the front of the framework P rearwardly to
and joins the rear panel 10, and said panel 11 is
inclined rearwardly. The front edge of the front
panel 11 is.substantially horizontal while the
rear edge thereof is pifched laterally coincident
with the lateral pitch of the rear panel 19,
and the upper surface of the front panel 11
between the front and vear edges is of gradually
decreasing lateral pitch from-the rear edge to
the front edge,. . The front panel 11 is of lesser
width than the rear panel and the side edge cor-
responding to the high side edge of the rear panel
10 aligns with said zide edge while the opposite
side edge of said front panel terminates in later-
ally and inwardly spaced relation to the cpposite
side wall & of the bhooth or stall. In practice, the
panels 10 and 11 are made of canvas or a similar
flexible fabric or imaterial which is suitably
stretchied over the framework in order tc present
the surfaces which will reduce or detain the
normal rebounding tendencies of -the balls A;
wherehy the said balls will be -caused. to more
rapidly come to rest for a purpose which: will be
hereafter set forth. Due to the pitch and inclina-
tion of the panels 10 and 11,-it iz cbvicus that the
balls A will gravitationally roll to the lower side
of the panels at their juncture, and obvicusly
gravitate from the panels into the space which is
defined between the low side edge of the panel i1,
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the low front edge of the panel 10 and the side
wall E of the sftall. Extending from this point
forwardly and downwardly is a ball guide or track
which in the present instance is composed of a
pair of spaced parallel rods 12 which terminate
approximately at the front of the framework F
and which lead the balls into a tray 13.

In order to coilect a predetermined number of
balls on the guide or track at a point spaced from
its front terminal, a detent 14 is provided which
is in the nature of a plate hinge or fulecrum at its
upper end as at 15 and depending from the ful-
crum to a point where its lower end intersects the
path of movement of the balls on the track. A
lever 16 is connected with the detent 14 and is
also connected by a link 17 to an operating lever
18 arranged adjacent the front of the booth or
stall. In practice, the lever may be suitably
locked in a position to render the detent active by
a coin controlled mechanism which is adapted to
release the lever upon deposit of a coin In the
mechanisim. In order to cover the ball guide so
as to prevent the halls A from bounding onto the
same in advance of the detent, a cover member
19 is employed, and said cover member is pref-
erably hinged as at 20 to the framework F at one
of its side edges while the opposite side edge is
designed to rest upon a rail 21. As illusrated,
the cover membper 19 declines laterally inward so
as to cause the balls which may drop thereon to
gravitate therefrom onto the panel 11.

The framework F which supports the panels 10
and 11 and the ball guide is formed with a front
panel 22 which defines a counter in frout of which
the patron stands in throwing the balls af the
basket B. The fronft panel terminates at one
edge from the side of the stall or booth an appro-
priate distance to permit of the free passage of
the balls into the receiving door 13, while the
manipulating lever 18 is positioned at a point
within convenient reach of the patrons standing
in front of the panel 22. In practice, the frame-
work is preferably made up of angle iron rails
23 and the rails between which the canvas panels
10 and 11 are stretched have the upper flanges
24 hcrizontal, as clearly illustrated in Figure 7,
with the edges of the canvas resting thereon,
doubled back and clamped hetween strips 25
which are bolied or otherwise secured by fasten-
ing elements 26. In order to distribute the hold-
ing strain, rods 27 are inserted within the bight
portions 28 of the doubled back edges, the rods
and bight portions being disposed slightly beyond
the outer edges of the rails 23 and strips 25.

What is claimed is:

1. An amusement apparatus including in com-~
bination with a basket-ball and a stall having
side walls and a back wall with a basket sup-
ported by the back wall, ball returning means
in the lower portion of and extending through-
out the bottom area of the hooth, said return-
ing means consisting of a table having a ball
runway extending at a forward and downward
inclination from a point adjacent the rear of
the booth and at one side thereof, said table
presenting surfaces pitched in such a manner as
to gravitationally direct the balls to the elevated
rear receiving end of the runway.

2. An amusement apparatus including in com-
bination with a basket-ball and a stall having
side walls and a back wall with a basket sup-
ported by the back wall, ball returning means
in the lower portion of and extending through-
out the bottom area of the booth, said return-
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ing means consisting of a table having a ball
runway extending at a forward and downward
inclination from a point adjacent the rear of
the booth and at one side therecf, said table
presenting surfaces pitched in such a manner
as to gravitationally direct the balls to the ele-
vated rear receiving end of the runway, a detent
in the runway adjacent its rear end for detain~
ing the bhalls and means adjacent the front end
of the booth for releasing the detent.

3. In an amusement apparatus, a stall includ-
ing a rear wall carrying a target at which re-
silient balls are projected, side walls and a floor,
ball delivering means and means in the lower
portion of and covering the entire floor area
of the stall for gravitationally returning the balls
to the ball delivering means, said returning means
consisting of a framework and panels supported
thereby, longitudinaily inclined and laterally
pitched toward a common point at the receiving
end of the delivering means.

4. In an amusement device, a stall including
a rear wall carrying a target at which resilient
balls are projected, side walls and a floor, ball
delivering means and means in the lower portion
of and covering the entire floor area of the stall
for gravitationally returning the balls to the ball
delivering means, said rcturning means consist-
ing of a framework and panels supported there-
by, longitudinally inclined and laterally pitched
toward a common point at the receiving end of
the delivering means, said panels being of a
materigl of limited yieldakility to reduce the re-
ound tendencies of the halls.

5. In an amusement apparatus, a stall includ-
ing a rear wall carrying a target at which re-
silient balls are projected, side walls and a floor,
bhall delivering micans and means in the lower
portion of and covering the entire floor area of
the stall for gravitationally returning the halls
to the ball delivering means, said returning means
consisting of a framework and iflexible paneils
stretched over the upper portion of the frame-
work to present surfaces longitudinally inclined
and laterally pitched toward a common point at
the receiving end of the delivering means.

6. In an amusement apparatus, a stall includ-
ing a rear waill carrying a target at which re-
silient bails are projected, side walls and a floor,
ball delivering means and means in the lower
portion of and covering the entire floor area
of the stall for gravitationally returning the balls
to the ball delivering means, said returning means
consisting of a framework and flexible panels
stretched over the upper portion of the frame-
work to present surfaces longitudinally inclined
and laterally pitched toward a common point at
the receiving end of the delivering means, said
panels having a limited yieldability to reduce the
rebound tendencies of the balls.

7. In an amusement apparatus, a stall includ-
ing a target at which resilient projectiles may
be -cast, projectile delivering means and means
in the lower portion of and covering the entire

bottom area of the stall for gravitationally re- -

turning the projectiles to the projectile deliver-
ing means, said returning means consisting of
a framework and flexible panels stretched there-
over and presenting surfaces longitudinally in-
clined and laterally pitched toward a common
point at the receiving end of the delivering means,
the panel at the forward end of said stall being
raised and defining a counter.
HARRY SHISOFF,
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