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A JS3EEN APARAJS 

This invention relates to amusen 
particulairly Of that ciaSS Whe air) 
are thrown or otherwise projected at a target or 
its equivalent, and in which the Sairie balls are 

5. Subsequently used after a given Linbei have been 
thrown or projected. 

i he present invention is particularly concerned 
in an in proved in eans for effecting tige rein. Of 
the balls to a continoil point for delivery to the 
patil'Orns. - 

fore specifically, the inventioi colorehends in 
ai aint.Sellet appa'atus of the chaira, i.e.' Set 
forth, means presenting a Surface or Surfaces for 
Causing the balls used in coilinection. With the ap 
paratus, to gravitationally roll to a delively 
nechanism. 
As a further feature, the invention contern 

plates in an annuSenent apparatus which employs 
resilient balls, a call i'eturning iiieans which pre 
SenS Surfaces Of Silch a nature as to reduce or 
deaden the norinal bounding tendencies thereof, 
in order to cause said balls to be inore rapidly re 
turned to the receiving point of a delivery mech 
anisin for speeding up or hastening the use of the 
apparatuS and fo: avoiding unnecessaly delay in 
cident to rebouildirig of the balis. 
Other objects of the invention reside in the sin 

plicity of construction of the apparatuis, the 
economy with Wiich it inay be produced and in 
stalled and the general efficiency derived there 
from. - - 

With the above recited and other objects in 
view, reference is had to the following description. 
and accompanying di'awings, in which there is ex 
hibited one example or einbodiment of the inven 
tion, while the claims define the actual scope of 
the same. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an amuseinent 

apparatulS constructed in accordia,ince With the in 
vention. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the ball returning and 
delivering ineans. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged transverse Sectional view 
therethrough taken approximately on the line 
3-3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal sectional view taken 
approximately on the line indicated at 4-4 in 
Figure 2. 

Figure 5 is a transverse Sectional view taken 
approximately on the line indicated at 5-5 in 
Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional 
view taken approximately on the line 6-6 of 
Figure 4. 

fi'aginentary trainSVerse sectional 
view taken approximately on the line indicated at 
7-7 in tire 2. - - 

in its principal adaptation, the invention as ill 
lustrated relates to an amusement apparatus 
wihich eploys a standard basket-ball A which is 
dapted to be thrown into a standard basket-ball 

basket, ES, which basket is Supported in front of 
a lackboard C. The backboard C is in turi Slit 
ahiy Supported directly in front of the rear Wail 
D of a stall or bootin which is defined by said rear 
wall ID, and side walls E. In practice, the walls 
cf the stall inay be of Wire inesh, as illustrated, 
or otherwise for 2d. Tie Stall or booth is pro 
vided with Suitable leains in the lower portion 
thereof foil receiving and returning the balls A 
to a common point at the front, thereof where 
the patrons may have ready access thereto. As 
illustrated, said means consists of a frainework 
designated generally by the reference character 
F which supports a rear panel 10 presenting a 
Surface which is inclined for Wardly and pitched 
laterally toward one side of the booth or stall, 
Said panel approximating the width of the stall 
and extending from the 'ear. Wall forwardly, an 
appropriate distance. A second panel 11 extends 
for the front of the frateWork 3 rear Wardly to 
and joins the rear panel 10, and said panel 11 is 
inclined learwardly. The front edge of the front 
panel 11 is . Substantially horizontal while the 
rear edge thereof is pitched laterally coincident 
with the lateral pitch of the rear panel 10, 
and the upper surface of the front panel 11. 
between the front and rear edges is of gradually 
decreasing lateral pitch from the rear edge to 
the front edge. The front panel 11 is of lesser 
width than the rear panel and the side edge cor 
responding to the high side edge of the rear panel 
10 aligns with said side edge while the opposite 
side edge of said front panel terriniinates in later 
ally and inwardly spaced relation to the opposite 
side Wall E of the booth or stall. lin practice, the 
panels 10 and 11 are made of canvas or a similar 
flexible fabric or material which is suitably 
stretched over the framework in order to present 
the Surfaces which will reduce or detain the 
normal rebounding tendencies of the balls A, 
Whereby the said balls will be caused to imore 
rapidly come to l'est for a purpose which Will be 
hereafter set forth. Due to the pitch and inclina 
tion of the panels 10 and 11, it is obvious that the 
balls. A will gravitationally roll to tihe lower Side 
of the panels at their junctuire, and obviously 
gravitate from the panels into the Space which is 
defined between the low side edge of the panel 11, 

Figure 7 is a 
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the low front edge of the panel 10 and the side 
Wall E of the stall. Extending from this point 
forwardly and downwardly is a ball guide or track 
which in the present instance is composed of a 
pair of spaced parallel rods 12 which terminate 
approximately at the front of the framework F 
and which lead the balls into a tray 13. 

In order to collect a predetermined number of 
balls on the guide or track at a point Spaced from 
its front terminal, a detent 14 is provided which 
is in the nature of a plate hinge or fulcrum at itS 
upper end as at 5 and depending from the full 
crum to a point where its lower end interSects the 
path of movement of the balls On the track. A 
lever 16 is connected with the detent 14 and is 
also connected by a link 17 to an operating level 
18 arranged adjacent the front of the booth or 
stall. In practice, the lever may be suitably 
locked in a position to render the detent active by 
a coin controlled mechanism which is adapted to 
release the lever upon deposit of a coin in the 
mechanisin. In order to cover the ball guide so 
as to prevent the balls A. from bounding onto the 
same in advance of the detent, a covei Ineinber 
19 is employed, and said cover membei is pref 
erably hinged as at 20 to the framework Fat one 
of its side edges while the opposite Side edge is 
designed to 'est upon a rail 21. As illusiated, 
the cover member 19 declines laterally inward so 
as to cause the balls which inay drop thereon to 
gravitate therefron onto the panel 11. 
The fiamework if which supports the panels 10 

and and the ball guide is forined with a front 
panel 22 which defines a counter in front of winich 
the patron Stands in throwing the balls at the 
basket B. The front panel terminates at one 
edge from the Side Of the Stall Or b00th an appro 
priate distance to perinit of the free passage of 
the balls into the receiving door 13, while the 
manipulating lever 18 is positioned at a point 
within convenient reach of the patrons standing 
in front of the panel 22. In practice, the frame 
work is preferably made up of angle iron rails 
23 and the rails between which the canvas panels 
10 and 11 are stretched have the upper flanges 
24 horizontal, as clearly illustrated in Figure 7, 
with the edges of the canvas resting thereon, 
doubled back and clamped between strips 25 
which are bolted or otherwise secured by fastern 
ing elements 26. In order to distribute the hold 
ing strain, rods 27 are inserted within the bight 
portioins 28 of the doubled back edges, the rods 
and bight portions being disposed slightly beyond 
the outer edges of the rails 23 and strips 25. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An amusement apparatus including in com 

bination with a basket-ball and a stall having 
side walls and a back wall with a basket Sup 
ported by the back wall, ball returning means 
in the lower portion of and extending through 
Out the bottom area of the booth, said return 
ing means consisting of a table having a ball 
runway extending at a forward and downward 
inclination from a point adjacent the rear of 
the booth and at one side thereof, said table 
presenting Surfaces pitched in such a manner as 
to gravitationally direct the balls to the elevated 
rear receiving end of the runway. 

2. An amuserient apparatus including in com 
bination. With a basket-ball and a stall having 
Side Walls and a back Wall with a basket Sup 
ported by the back wall, ball returning means 
in the lower portion of and extending through 
out the bottom area of the booth, said return 
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ing means consisting of a table having a ball 
runway extending at a forward and downward 
inclination from a point adjacent the rear of 
the booth and at one side thereof, Said table 
presenting surfaces pitched in Such a manner 
as to gravitationally direct the balls to the ele 
wated rear receiving end of the runway, a detent 
in the runway adjacent its rear end for detain 
ing the balls and means adjacent the front end 
of the booth for releasing the detent. 

3. In an amusement apparatus, a Stall includ 
ing a lear Wall carrying a target at Which re 
silient balls are projected, side Walls and a floor, 
ball delivering means and means in the lower 
portion of and covering the entire floor area, 
of the stall for gravitationally returning the balls 
to the ball delivering means, said returning means 
consisting of a framework and panels Supported 
thereby, longitudinally inclined and laterally 
pitched toward a common point at the receiving 
end of the delivering means. 

4. In an annusement device, a stall including 
a rear Wall carrying a target at which resilient 
bails are projected, side walls and a floor, ball 
delivering neans and eans in the lower polition 
of and covering the entire floor area of the stall 
for gravitationally returning the balls to the ball 
delivering lineans, said lecturning means consist 
ing of a fiannework and panels Supported there 
by, longitudinally inclined and laterally pitched 
toward a coiniangn point, at the receiving end of 
the delivering means, said panels being of a 
material of limited yieldability to reduce the re 
bound tendencies of the balls. 

5. in all amusemant appalatus, a stall includ 
iing a rea: Wall carrying a target at which re 
silient balls are projected, Side Walls and a floor, 
ball deliveling reans and means in the lower 
portion of and covering the entire floor area of 
the Stall for gravitatio2haily returning the balls 
to the ball delivering in eans, said returning imeans 
consisting of a flainework and jiexible panels 
stretched over the upper portion of the frame 
WOil to present Surfaces longitudinally inclined 
and laterally pitched toward a common point at 
the receiving end of the delivering means. 

6. In an annuSeinent apparatus, a Stall includ 
iing a lear Wall carrying a target at which re 
silient bails are projected, side Walls and a floor, 
ball delivering eans and means in the lower 
portion of and covering the entire floor area 
Of the Stall for gravitationally returning the balls 
to the ball delivering means, said returning means 
Consisting of a fraineWork and flexible panels 
stretched over the upper portion of the frame 
Work to present Surfaces longitudinally inclined 
and laterally pitched toward a common point at 
the receiving end of the delivering means, said 
panels having a limited yieldability to reduce the 
rebound tendencies of the balls. 

7. In an amusement apparatus, a stall includ 
ing a target at which resilient projectiles may 
be cast, projectile delivering means and means 
in the lower portion of and covering the entire 
bottom area of the stall for gravitationally re 
turning the projectiles to the projectile deliver 
ing means, said returning means consisting of 
a framework and flexible panels stretched there 
Over and presenting Sulfaces longitudinally in 
clined and laterally pitched toward a common 
point at the receiving end of the delivering means, 
the panel at the forward end of said stall being 
raised and defining a counter. 
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