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PATENT OFFICE 
GEORGE s. OvERTON, OF EAST NORWALK, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE AMERICAN 

HAT co. INC, or Norw ALK, conNECTICUT, A CGRPORATION OF CONNECTICUT 
SHIPPING IDEVICE FOR, HATS 

Application filed December 11, 1929. Serial No. 413,153. 
This invention relates to shipping devices 

for hats, and has for its primary object and 
purpose to provide simple and effective means 
for use in combination with a hat container 

5 or enclosure whereby the hat will be more 
or less yieldably supported or held within 
the container and out of contact with the 
walls of the latter so as to obviate the possi 
bility of damage or injury to the hat by 

10 rough handling of the container or by such 
shocks, jars or pressures upon the Walls 
thereof as are more or less unavoidable during transportation. 

It is a more particular object of the in 
15 vention to provide a device for the above purpose embodying a supporting or holding 

member inexpensively constructed from light 
sheet material and which is insertable into 
the container and removable therefrom as a 

20 unit with the hat. 
In a preferred practical embodiment of the 

invention, the device consists essentially in a 
base of cardboard or other similar sheet ma 
terial upon which the brim of the hat is 

25 adapted to rest, and said base having means 
affixed thereto to extend into the crown of 
the hat and releasably coact therewith to hold 
the hat against bodily movement with re 
spect to said base or in relation to the walls 

30 of the box or container within which the 
latter is enclosed. - 

It is another feature of the invention to 
provide such a hat supporting base, sheet, 
one dimension of which slightly exceeds the 

35 space between opposite side walls of the con 
tainer at the bottom of the latter so that in 
inserting said base sheet, the same will be 
slightly flexed or bowed whereby the upper 
surface of said base sheet will substantially 

40 conform in curvature to the pitch or curva 
ture of the hat brim resting thereon, thus 
providing supporting contact around the 
entire brim of the hat and preventing angu 
lar rocking or tilting movement of the hat 

45 relative to said base. . 
It is also one of the detail objects of the 

invention, in a preferred embodiment there 
of, to provide said hat holding or retaining 
means attached to the base sheet in the form 

50 of an upstanding band of cardboard or simi 

lar flexible material having its upper edge 
outwardly folded on itself to provide a 
rounded bead thereon to yieldably engage the 
inner surface of the hat crown and the edge 
of said bead being adapted to cooperate with 
the sweat band of the hat to effectually pre 
vent casual shifting movement of the hat 
relative to said cardboard band. . . 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the improved ship 
ping device for hats, and in the form, con 
struction and relative arrangement of its 
several parts, as will be hereinafter more 
fully described, illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, and subsequently incorporated 
in the subjoined claims. 65 

In the drawings, wherein I have disclosed 
several simple and practical embodiments of 
my present improvements, and in which 
similar reference characters designate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
views- . . . . . 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view 
through a hat box or container showing one 
practical embodiment of my present inven 
tion as used in combination therewith; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view on 
Fig. 1; - . 

Fig. 4 is a side view showing an alternative 
form; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 1 
showing another alternative form of the in 
vention, and ... ." 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary side elevation of an 
alternative form of the band. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, and 
more particularly to Figs. 1 and 2 thereof, 5 
designates a box, container or enclosure in 
which the hat is adapted to be shipped by 
the manufacturer to the jobber or retailer. 

O 
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This box or container may be constructed 
from heavy cardboard or other suitable ma 
terial, and per se, constitutes no essential part 
of the present invention. However, I pref 
erably use a box or container 5 of general 
truncated pyramidal shaped form con 
structed as disclosed in a separate applica 
tion for patent filed of even date herewith by 

95 

100 



10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

William T. Shrader, Serial No. 413,168, so as 
to provide upwardly sloping or convergin 
side walls as indicated at 6 connected wit 
the base or bottom 7 of the box while the up 
per smaller end of the box is closed by the top 
wall 8. At least one of the side walls 6 con 
sists of relatively movable parts whereby the 
said side of the box may be opened and closed. 
The particular invention forming the sub 

ject matter of the present application more 
especially consists in the provision of a hat 
holding and supporting device adapted for 
insertion into and removal from the box or 
container. As shown, this device includes a 
base 9 in the form of a somewhat flexible sheet 
of cardboard or other suitable material of 
accurately predetermined dimensions. This 
base 9 has a substantially elliptical shaped 
opening cut through the central portion 
thereof as indicated at 10, said opening being 
of the proper predetermined size in accord 
ance with the size of the particular hat, and 
in relation to the band to be described. 
A band of cardboard or other flexible ma 

terial preferably manila lined board shown 
at 11 has one edge portion thereof fitted 
through the opening 10 and said edge of the 
band at its outer surface having tight fric 
tional engagement with the edge of said open 
ing. The edge portion of the band project 
ing below the base sheet 9 is outwardly turned 
and folded on itself to provide the continuous 
bead indicated at 12, the edge of said bead 
abutting closely against the under side of the 
base sheet and preventing the relative verti 
cal movement of the parts in one direction. 
The base 9 rests on a shoulder 9. The open 
ing 10 is such that the walls of the base 9 abut 
inside of the bead 12. · · 
In the illustrated embodiment of the in 

vention, the device is particularly designed 
for use in connection with soft felt or derby 
or straw hats. The height of the band 11 ex 
tending above the surface of the base 9 is sub 
stantially equal to the sweatband, in one em 
bodiment. The upper edge of the band 11 in 
one embodiment, is also turned outwardly and 
downwardly upon itself to form the bead 13, 
the purpose of which will presently appear. 

50 The hat indicated at H is fitted upon the 
holding device before the latter is inserted 
into the box or container, the band 11 being 
Snugly received within the hat crown and 
the hat being moved downwardly upon said 

60 

35 

band until the brim thereof is in contact with 
the upper surface of the base 9. In this ap 
plication of the hat to the holding device, the 
leather sweatband 12 of the hat is pressed 
closely against the inner surface of the crown 
wall and when the hat brim finally is engaged 
with the base sheet 9, this leather band 12 
will spring away slightly from the vertical 
wall of the hat crown so that its edge will be 
positioned beneath the lower edge of the bead 
13 on the band 11 or against the edge of the 

1,891,334 

bead. Thus, this bead acts as a stop, and be 
ing positioned substantially in the plane of 
the hat band prevents upward movement of 
the hat relative to the cardboard band 11, in 
one embodiment. 
The band 11 enters the inside of the hat. 
After the hat has thus been assembled on 

the holding device, the hat together with said 
device is inserted within the box or container 
5. In the preferred construction, one dimen 
sion of the base sheet 9 slightly exceeds the 
distance between opposite side walls of the 
box at the bottom wall 7 thereof so that in 
thus inserting the device within the box this 
base wall must be slightly flexed or bowed 
and by its tendency to resume its normal con 
dition, the opposite edges of the base 9 will 
thereby be held in close frictional contact 

70 

80 

against the opposite sidewalls. 6 of the box. 
The upper surface of the base sheet 9 thereby 
is maintained at a curvature which substan 
tially corresponds to the fore and aft pitch or 
curvature of the hat brim. Accordingly, it 
will be understood that the hat brim on its 
under side will thus have contact with the 
upper surface of the base sheet 9 entirely 
around the band 11. I thus obtain a firm 
though more or less yielding support for the 
hat at a point above the bottom 7 of the box. . 
It is to be particularly noted that the outer 
edge of the hat brim as well as the crown of 
the hat is spaced or out of contact with the 
side walls 6 of the box. Therefore, the oppo 
site ends of the base sheet 9 being in binding 
frictional engagement with opposite side 
walls of the box, even in the event that the 
box may be subjected to violent shock or jar, 
forcible contact of any part of the hat with 
the side walls of the box is obviated. The 
base sheet 9 in such cases will slightly yield 
or flex, affording the desired cushioning ef 
fect, and thereby precluding the possibility of 
injury or damage to the hat enclosed within 
the box or container. Under normal condi 
tions, the lower surface of the bead 12 may 
either contact with the bottom wall 7 of the 
box or be slightly spaced above the same. 

In Fig. 4 of the drawings, I have shown a 
slightly different form of the device, in which 
the band 11 is attached to the base sheet 9 in 
the same manner as above described, but slightly flares or tapers upwardly and out 
wardly from the edge of the opening 10 in 

??? 
-00 

the base upon the flexing of the member 9. 
In other words, the band 11’ at its attached 
lower edge is of somewhat less dimensions 
along both the major and minor axes thereof 
than the upper edge of said band. Thus in 
this case, in assembling the hat upon the hold 
ing device, the band 11 at the ends of its ma 
jor axis is slightly compressed or forced in 
wardly so that it may be fitted within the hat 
crown. Thus, as the hat crown is forced 
downwardly on said band, the latter by its 
inherent resiliency will exert a tight fric 
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tional holding pressure against the inner side 
of the hat crown which will offer sufficient re 
sistance against displacement of the hat due 
to ordinary shocks or jars to which the box 
or container may be subjected during trans 
portation. . . . . . . . 
In Fig. 5 of the drawings, I have illustrated 

a construction similar to that in Fig. 1, ex 
cept in this case the base sheet 9 is not bowed 
or curved but is of such size that it will accu 
rately fit between opposite side walls of the 
box. The outwardly turned hollow bead 12 
formed on the lower edge of the band 11 in 
this construction will be in contact with the 
base or bottom wall 7 of the box so as to offer 
a yieldable cushioning effect in opposition to 
downwardly directed shocks orjars, while the 
contacting engagement between opposite 
edges of the base sheet 9 and the side walls 
of the box will produce the desired yieldable 
flexing of the base to cushion or absorb 
shocks or jars acting in the opposite direc 
tion. Therefore, here again, it will be ob 
served that the hat is adequately supported 
and cushioned within the box or container 
against any possibility of contacting engage 
ment of any part of the hat with the rigid 
unyielding walls of the box or container. 
scribed, it will be noted that the holding de 
vice for the hat may be readily inserted into 
the box or removed therefrom as a complete 
unit with the hat. 
vice, the hat can be very readily separated or 
disengaged from the holding means in an 
obvious manner. In each case the band of 
the base enters the inside of the hat. 
In Fig. 6 is shown a tapering of the lower 

band, with the smallest part at the front and 
back of the hat, and the largest portion along 
the sides. This tapering 11 is somewhat 
curved so that on flexing the base 9, the taper 
ing conforms therewith. 
From the foregoing description consid 

ered in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, the several novel features of my 

manner of use thereof will be clearly under 
stood. It will be seen that in an exceedingly 
simple and inexpensive structure, I have pro 
vided means which may be easily and quick 
ly applied to the inside of the hat and insert 
ed within the container so as to insure the 
arrival of the hat at its destination in the same 
perfect form, shape or condition as when it 
left the factory, without the hat coming in 
contact with the inside of the box. There 
fore, returns of damaged goods from the 
jobbers or retailers to the manufacturer will 
be reduced to a minimum. 
While I have herein shown and described 

several practical and desirable embodiments 
of my present improvements, it is nevertheless 
to be understood that the essential features 
thereof might also be incorporated in various 

After removal of the de 

3 

other alternative structures, and I accord 
ingly reserve the privilege of resorting to all 
such legitimate changes therein as may be 
fairly embodied within the spirit and scope of 
the invention as claimed. 
I claim: 
1. In combination with a box or container, 

hat supporting means including a base of 

70 

flexible yieldable material of greater dimen 
sion in one direction than the corresponding 
dimension of the container, and means car 
ried by said base for attachment to the inside 
of the hat whereby said device and the hat 

75 

are insertable as a unit into the container, 
and opposite edges of said base being adapt 
ed to frictionally engage with the opposite 
side walls of the container and retain the base 
in fixed relation thereto whereby the hat is 
Supported by said base out of contact with the 
container walls in any position of the latter, 

80 

85 
2. In combination with a box or container. . 

a hat supporting device including a base of 
flexible yieldable material of greater dimen 
sion in one direction than the corresponding 
dimension of the container, an upstanding 
band of yieldable material carried by said 
base and insertable into the crown of a hat 

tion to the base for insertion as a unit with 
the latter into the box or container, the op 
posite edges of said base being adapted to 
frictionally engage with opposite side walls 
of the box and place said base under tension 
to prevent contact of the hat with the box 
walls in any position of the latter. 

3. In combination with a box or container 
having inwardly tapering side walls, a hat 
Supporting device including a base of flexible 
yieldable material of slightly less dimensions 
than the larger end of the box, an upstand 
ing band carried by said base for insertion into 
the crown of a hat, and said band having its 
upper edge outwardly turned for engage 
ment over the edge of the sweat band of the 
hat to thereby retain the hatin attached rela 

with into the box, and said base at its oppo 
site edges adapted to yieldably engage oppo 
site side walls of the box to prevent contact 
of the hat with the box walls in any position 
of the latter. . 

4. In combination with a box or container 
having inwardly tapering side walls, a hat 
supporting device including a base of flexible 
yieldable material of slightly less dimensions 
than the larger end of the box, means carried 
by said base projecting upwardly therefrom 
and yieldable relative thereto, said means be 
ing adapted for insertion into the hat crown il 
and coacting with a part thereof to hold the 
that in attached relation to said base for in 
sertion as a unit therewith into the box, and opposite edges of said base adapted to yield 

to releasably retain the hat in attached rela In each of the constructions above de 
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a 0 , - 0 tion to said base for insertion as a unit there improved hat shipping device as well as the 
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ably coact with opposite side walls of the box 80 . 
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to prevent contact of the hat with the box on the engagement therewith of the base and 
walls in any position of the latter. the Sweatband of the hat. 

5. In combination with a box or container In testimony that I claim the foregoing having upwardly converging opposite side as my invention, I have signed my name 
walls, a hat supporting device including a base hereto. - 70 
of flexible yieldable material one dimension GEORGE S. OVERTON. 
of said base exceeding the greatest distance 
between said side walls, and means carried by 
said base insertable into the crown of a hat 

10 and coacting with a part thereof for retain- 75 
ing the hat in attached relation to the base for - 
insertion as a unit therewith into the box, and 
opposite edges of said base adapted to yield 
ably coact with the upwardly tapering side . - 

15 walls of the box whereby said yieldable base 80 
constitutes cushioning or shock absorbing - w 
means for the hat and prevents contact there 
of with the box walls. - - 

6. In combination with a box or container 
20 having upwardly tapering opposite side - V 85 

walls, a hat supporting device including a - 
base of flexible yieldable material and means 
carried by said base for holding a hat in at 
tached relation to the base to be inserted as 

25 a unit therewith into the box, and said base 90 
in one dimension exceeding the distance be 
tween the lower ends of said upwardly ta 
pering box walls whereby in inserting said 
base into the box, the same is flexed or bowed 

30 in an arc substantially corresponding to the 95 
arc of curvature of the hat brim whereby the 
latter will rest in contacting engagement 
upon the upper surface of the base at all 
points around the hat crown, and the oppo- , 

35 site edges of said base being resiliently urged 00 
into yielding contact with the box walls 
whereby the hat is yieldably supported out 
of contact with the walls of the box in any 
position of the latter. h 

40 7. A hat support comprising a base having 05 
an opening, and an upwardly extending cir 
cular band within the opening and having an 
openable bead, the base extending into the 
bead and being held thereby. 

* 8. A hat support comprising a base hav- 10 
ing an opening and an upwardly extending 
circular band within the opening and having 
beads at both ends, the base entering one 
bead and the other bead being adapted to be 
engaged by the sweatband of the hat. 

9. A hat support like claim 7, with the 
lower bead tapering from the sides to the 
front and back of the hat. .. ?? 

10. A hat support like claim 7, in which 20 
the opening of the base has a smaller diame- WM 
ter than the band, and the walls surrounding 
the opening, engaging the shoulder of the 
bead and the free end of the bead engaging 

60 the base. . . . . . 
11. In a hat support, a band and base there 

for, the band having circumferential beads 
at its upper and lower edges, both beads hav 
ing shoulders and yieldable resilient exten- - , 

65 sions therefrom, adapted to be pressed back . : 30 
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