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57 ABSTRACT 

Alight assembly is made up of a circuitboard and a plurality 
of individual light units which can be installed on and 
removed from the circuit board to form a desired design or 
pattern. Each individual light unit includes an electro 
luminescent light panel and a resilient contact arrangement 
which permits an electrical connection between the contacts 
in the individual light unit and contact terminals on the 
circuit board to be established by the act of mounting the 
individual light unit on the circuitboard. The light unititself 
may form a sub-assembly of a larger lighting arrangement, 
and each sub-assembly may include a plurality of individual 
light units arranged into groups, with each group having a 
different color. 

29 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets 
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ELECTRO-LUMNESCENT LIGHT 
ASSEMBLY 

This application is a Continuation of application Ser. No. 
08/383.405, now abandoned, filed Feb. 3, 1995. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a self-contained light assembly 

which includes a control circuit and a plurality of individu 
ally removable electro-luminescent (EL) light units which 
can be arranged to form different messages or designs, and 
to an individual light unit suitable for use in such a light 
assembly. 

2. Discussion of Related Art 
The present invention is directed to light assemblies of the 

type which are used to form patterns or messages for artistic 
or informational purposes. Such light assemblies may be 
used, for example, as house number lights, emergency exit 
indicators, warning signs for utility location, business iden 
tification displays, and advertisements, as well as for infor 
mational purposes in general, such as in time/temperature 
signs, or simply to provide a pleasing lighting effect in both 
indoor and outdoor applications. Requirements of such light 
assemblies include adequate brightness, viewing angle, and, 
particularly in outdoor applications, weather resistance and 
durability. 

It is conventional to construct light assemblies of the type 
described above of a matrix array of individually controlled 
light emitting diodes (LEDs) or incandescent lamps, or to 
use fluorescent tubing arrangements in which the tubes are 
configured to convey the desired message or to conform to 
a selected design. While incandescent and fluorescent dis 
plays consisting of a light source behind a transparent panel 
(made, for example, of acrylic) have the best viewing angle, 
power consumption is especially high in relation to 
brightness, and the bulbs or tubes are vulnerable to 
vibrations, drops, and other impacts, as well as vulnerability 
to inclement weather conditions, including wind. LED 
displays, on the other hand, have greater brightness and 
durability, but the maximum viewing angle for a conven 
tional LED is approximately 45 degrees from center, and 
LEDs with sufficient brightness for most applications are 
limited to only three colors: red, green, and amber, which is 
not a sufficient color range for many applications. 

In addition to problems of fragility, power consumption, 
and lack of brightness in conventional fluorescent or incan 
descent displays, and problems of limited viewing angle and 
color choice in conventional LED displays, the traditional 
lighting designs share the disadvantage that configuration of 
a particular display is generally fixed due to the difficulty in 
handling individual LEDs or incandescent lamps, and the 
need to provide a rigid structure for the matrix as a whole in 
order to protect the lighting elements. Such displays are, for 
example, in general limited to a planar surface, or at least to 
a fixed shape. In addition, the conventional light assemblies, 
including LED displays, are relatively bulky and high in 
cost. While programming can allow the message in a single 
configuration to be changed by the user, the configuration 
itself generally cannot be changed, and thus the conven 
tional displays require a larger number of lighting units than 
is required for any individual message or design, with only 
a portion of the lighting units in use at a given time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is accordingly an objective of the invention to overcome 
the limitations of conventional light assemblies by providing 
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2 
a light assembly which is flexible, multi-colored, has a wide 
viewing angle, uses little power, and yet can easily be 
modified by the user without the need for complex hardware 
or programming by removing or replacing individual light 
units as necessary so that only those light units necessary to 
form the desired message or design need be included in the 
panel. 
By provided for user modification of the display in a way 

which minimizes the number of light units used, and also by 
providing light units themselves which are simple to 
assemble, the invention seeks to greatly lower the costs of 
such displays to the user, and increase the number of 
applications in which they can be economically utilized. 
Further, by providing individual light units which are based 
on EL segments, the invention provides a light assembly 
having advantages of weight, power consumption, 
brightness, and viewing angle which can only be provided 
by EL lighting technology. Finally, by providing a light 
panel with easily replaceable lighting elements based on EL 
lighting technology, and which furthermore is self-contained 
and can easily be connected as a unit to any common power 
source, the invention achieves a general versatility 
unmatched by any conventional lighting arrangement, 
including LED displays, fluorescent and incandescent 
lighting, and neon tube assemblies. 
These objectives and advantages of the invention are 

accomplished firstly by providing a unique panel arrange 
ment which permits simplified mounting of the individual 
light units to the panel and at the same time provides all 
necessary electrical connections and control circuitry. 
Secondly, the objectives and advantages of the invention are 
achieved by providing, in connection with the simplified 
panel mounting arrangement, individual removable light 
units which are themselves unique in design, both to facili 
tate mounting and removal from the panel and to provide 
optimal utilization of the EL segments contained therein. 
Cost savings are achieved by using only as much of the EL 
material as necessary, and by reducing the complexity and 
number of assembly steps in comparison to a conventional 
light assembly, including the use of low cost injection 
molding tooling for all non-standard components of the 
display. 

In a first preferred embodiment of the invention, the panel 
on which the individual light units are mounted is arranged 
to permit the individual light units to be installed simply by 
inserting them into holes in a printed circuit board, the EL 
units being retained by a retention assembly made up of 
diametrically opposed "hooks" which securely retain the 
individual EL units on the circuit board while permitting 
easy disengagement. Furthermore, in this embodiment, elec 
trical connection is established, without additional steps 
such as soldering, or additional hardware, by the same step 
of inserting the hooks into holes in the board which is used 
to mount the EL units, the electrical connection being 
provided by a unique contact structure based on conductive 
rubber elements arranged to have a self-biasing effect which 
ensures a maximum contact area when the EL units are 
installed on the circuit board by means of the above 
mentioned hooks. 

In a variation of the first preferred embodiment of the 
invention, which utilizes the same principles of removability 
and of establishing the necessary electrical connections by 
means of self biasing contacts upon mounting of the indi 
vidual EL unit to a panel, the diametrically opposed hooks 
are replaced by a centrally located hook assembly and 
positioning post. 

In further variations of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the shape of the individual light units is varied 
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from a cylindrical shape to a polyhedral shape which is 
especially suitable for forming numbers with a minimum of 
different individual units, and the control circuit is varied to 
permit different light performances, including steady state, 
flashing, random, chasing, and fade-in/fade-out effects. 

In each of the preferred embodiments of the invention, 
construction of the individual EL units can be accomplished 
in essentially three simple assembly steps, namely place 
ment of the conductive rubber contacts into openings pro 
vided in an EL unit housing, positioning of an EL segment 
relative to the contacts, and fixing of a cover onto the 
housing. 

Because of this simple, low cost construction, it is not 
necessary to provide a complex computer control system 
and an array of lighting units only some of which are in use 
at any given time in order to vary the display. Instead, the 
user who wishes to change the display can do so simply by 
removing or installing individual EL units from or to appro 
priate openings in a printed circuit board to vary the display 
while using only as many EL units as necessary. This is 
especially suitable for a small business owner who may only 
need to change the displayed message (e.g., shop name, shop 
type, product item, and so forth) a few times, if at all, during 
the useful life of the display. Initially, the business owner or 
other end-user of the display can purchase the exact number 
of display elements needed for the message in question, and 
then later if a need arises to change the message in a way 
which requires additional elements, can easily obtain the 
additional elements and change the display without any 
technical assistance. 

Finally, in yet another preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the lighting assemblies of the above-described 
preferred embodiments may be modified to form sub 
assemblies of a larger master assembly and thereby provide 
even greater versatility for certain applications, and in 
particular as a substitute for the conventional "so-called 
"L.O.D." arrangement of LEDs, the use of EL sub 
assemblies providing a greater variety of color effects, an 
increased viewing angle, better picture resolution (fine 
details), lower cost and greater durability. For example, if 
each subassembly includes 13 different color units, each 
having a total of 20 different possible colors, then each 
sub-assembly can have 20x13=260 colors. Amaster ELlight 
assembly could have as many as 200 such sub-assemblies, 
each with a 260 color pixel resolution. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a panel mounting arrangement for 
a light assembly which simultaneous illustrates the mount 
ing configurations of a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion and a variation thereof. 

FIG. 2 is plan view of the wiring design for the panel 
arrangement shown in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3-1 is an exploded perspective view of an individual 
removable EL light unit for use in connection with the panel 
arrangement of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3-2 is an exploded perspective view of a variation of 
the individual removable EL light unit shown in FIG. 3-1. 

FIG. 3A is a perspective view of an EL segment for use 
in the individual removable EL light units of either FIG. 3-1 
or FIG. 3-2. 

FIG. 3B is a perspective view illustrating in detail the 
manner in which the EL unit of FIG. 3-1 is attached to the 
panel mounting arrangement of FIG. 1, and also a variation 
of the electrode configuration of the EL panel shown in FIG. 
3-A. 
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4 
FIGS. 4-1 and 4-2 are plan views showing the mounting 

configurations of the preferred panel mounting arrangement 
and variation thereof shown in FIG. 1. 

FIGS. 4-A-1 and 4-A-2 are bottom views of the respective 
EL units shown in FIGS. 3-1 and 3-2. 
FIGS.5A, 5A, 5B, 5B", 5C, and 5C are plan views of 

various electrode designs for the EL unit of FIGS. 3-1 and 
3-2. 

FIG. 6 shows various arrangements of the cylindrical EL 
unit of FIGS. 3-1 to 5C according to the first preferred 
embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 7 is a plan view of a cover sheet for use in the panel 
arrangement of a second preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion. 

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of the light 
assembly of the second preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion. 

FIG. 9 is a plan view of a wiring arrangement for the EL 
unit of FIG. 8. 

FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of a removable 
individual EL unit for use in the EL unit assembly of FIG. 
8. 

FIG. 11 is a perspective view illustrating the manner in 
which EL contacts for the EL unit of FIG. 10 are mounted. 

FIG. 12 is another perspective view of the EL contact 
arrangement shown in FIG. 11. 

FIG. 13 is yet another perspective view of the a portion of 
the EL assembly of FIG. 8. 

FIG. 14 is an additional perspective view of a portion of 
the EL assembly of FIG. 8. 

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a master EL light board 
which has mounted thereon a plurality of EL Sub 
assemblies, each made up of a circuit board, sub-assembly 
housing, and a plurality of individual EL light units in each 
sub-assembly according to a third preferred embodiment of 
the invention. 

FIGS. 16 and 17 are perspective views showing details of 
the sub-assemblies of FIG. 15. 

FIGS. 18, 18A, 19, 19A, 20, 21, 22, and 22A each is a top 
view of various arrangements of the contact terminals and 
mounting leg openings for the sub-assembly shown in FIGS. 
16 and 17. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 1-6 depict a light assembly made up of individual 
EL units 1 constructed in accordance with the principles of 
a first preferred embodiment of the invention. In this 
embodiment, the EL units are generally cylindrical in shape, 
although those skilled in the art will appreciate that the 
construction of the individual EL units permits the shape to 
be varied in any desired manner, including that described in 
connection with the second preferred embodiment of the 
invention, illustrated in FIGS. 7-14. 
The principal elements of the preferred light assembly are 

a printed circuit board 7 which also serves as a mounting 
panel, as illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2, 4-1, and 4-2, and indi 
vidual EL units 1 illustrated in FIGS. 3-1 and 3-2. Mounting 
is provided by the openings 18, 18A, and 18B, which are 
arranged to receive a pair of mounting members in the form 
of hooks or hook assemblies and positioning posts as will be 
described below. 
The circuit board is, as is conventional, made up of a 

substrate on which is "printed" a circuit pattern, using a 
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deposited conductive material, conductive foil, or any other 
arrangement for forming traces which carry electric power 
to components, in this case the individual EL units, mounted 
on the substrate. The traces are divided into two groups, one 
of which extends via a low voltage bus from a low voltage 
input 90 to contacts 20, illustrated in FIG. 2 as being 
semi-circular in shape, and the other of which extends via a 
high voltage bus from high voltage input 91 to contacts 19, 
illustrated as being rectangular in shape. There is of course 
no inherent reason why the contacts need to have the 
particular shapes shown in the drawings, and both the 
contact and trace configuration may be varied as desired. 
The use of an array, however, is preferred because it gives 
the greatest flexibility when arranging individual EL units on 
the board to create a desired design or message. 
The input circuitry 125 is illustrated in schematic form in 

FIG. 2. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the 
necessary EL trigger circuitry can easily be implemented 
using low cost components, including a power source of any 
type (such as solar), a DC/AC converter and transformer (if 
necessary) to convert the supplied power to the necessary 
voltage and frequency, and a switch if desired. Because the 
message is formed by the actual physical layout of the 
individual EL units, i.e., by their location on the circuit 
board rather than by selectively turning individual units on 
and off, only two input wires are necessary, and thus great 
flexibility in the location and arrangement of the control 
circuitry is possible. While sophisticated microprocessor 
controlled switching arrangements are not necessary, 
however, it is easily possible to achieve special effects by 
means of inexpensive conventional circuit controllers which 
modulate the input signal to achieve special effects such as 
flashing, random on/off patterns, chasing effects (similar to 
Christmas tree lights), and fade-in/fade-out effects. 
An individual removable EL unit 1 for use in this pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention is shown in FIG. 3-1. 
The individual EL unit includes a light transmitting cover 2, 
an EL panel 3, a housing 4, contacts 13 and 14, and 
mounting legs 6 and 6 for retaining the EL unit on the circuit 
board. 

In this embodiment, the EL unit is mounted to the circuit 
board by inserting legs 6 and 6', which may be integrally 
molded or discrete elements made of plastic metal or any 
other suitable material, as those skilled in the art will 
appreciate, and which include extensions 60 and 60' to form 
hooks, through respective diametrically opposed openings 
18 in the circuit board such that the legs flex outwardly as 
they pass through the openings and then are hooked by 
extensions 60 and 60' as the extensions pass through the 
opening and engage an opposite side of the board from the 
side on which the EL unit is mounted. To this end, the hooks 
formed by legs 6 and 6 with extensions 60 and 60 prefer 
ably include a taper or upward slope which facilitates 
insertion into the openings in the circuit board, with the 
length or the legs corresponding generally to the thickness of 
the circuit board so as to ensure that the individual EL unit 
is pressed tightly against the board after assembly. 
An advantage of this retention leg design is that, in 

addition to facilitating mounting of the individual EL units 
to the circuit board, the EL units are also easily removable 
by reversing the assembly sequence, i.e., by simply flexing 
the legs outwardly until the hooks disengage from the back 
side of the circuit board, and then removing the individual 
EL unit from the panel, thereby pulling the legs through 
openings 18. 

In the variation of the preferred embodiment shown in 
FIG.3-2, diametrically opposed legs 6 and 6' are replaced by 
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6 
centrally located hook assemblies 6A and positioning posts 
6B, with corresponding changes in the position of slots 13 
and 14 to retain the individual light unit on the printed circuit 
board 7. Hook assemblies 6A each includes a pair of hooks 
60A which are shape to flex in response to insertion into 
openings 18A and then catch the opposite side of the circuit 
board as a result of the restoring force of the hook assembly 
material to retain the individual light unit on the circuit 
board. As with the variation shown in FIG. 3-1, removal of 
the light unit can be accomplished simply by manually 
flexing the hooks by an amount sufficient to clear a respec 
tive opening 18A. Positioning post 6B are included solely 
for the purpose of preventing rotation of the light unit after 
assembly to the circuit board, which could otherwise result 
in misalignment of the contacts and a consequent short 
circuit, but do not serve in this embodiment to retain the light 
unit on the circuit board, and thus openings 18B need not 
extend all of the way through the circuit board. 

FIGS. 4-1, 4A-1, 3B-1, 4-2, 4A-2, and 3B-2 respectively 
show details of the arrangement of openings 18, 18A, and 
18B on circuit board 7 for the two illustrated variations of 
the first preferred embodiment of the invention, and in 
particular the manner in which they are arranged in a matrix 
of rows and columns to permit display of a wide variety of 
different designs and messages depending on the positions 
of the individual light units in the matrix. The point of this 
configuration is to allow the cylindrically-shaped individual 
lights units to be positioned anywhere in the matrix, with all 
openings not used in the message or design left open, 
thereby minimizing the number of light units actually 
required to form the desired message or design, in contrast 
to the prior art arrays in which an LED or other lighting 
element is present at all matrix positions and the pattern is 
formed by selectively switching on individual light elements 
using a computer controlled Switching circuit. Although 
openings 18 are depicted as being diagonally positioned 
relative to the rows and columns of the matrix formed 
thereby, and openings 18A and 18B are depicted as being 
arranged in parallel columns, those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the openings could also be arranged in 
side-by-side fashion, or in any other configuration so long as 
the openings are spaced a distance apart which corresponds 
to the separation of the legs on the EL units and permits 
passage of the circuit board trace to each of the units while 
leaving sufficient space for the electrical contacts. 
At the same time that the EL unit is mounted on the circuit 

board in the manner described above, an electrical connec 
tion to terminals or contacts on the circuit board is also 
established by means of contacts 13 and 14, as follows: The 
EL unit itself is made up of a housing 4, which is in this 
embodiment generally cylindrical in shape, having slots 130 
and 140 extending therethrough from a top surface to the 
base which is mounted on the circuit board, the top surface 
providing a generally flat area on which to accommodate an 
EL panel or segment 3. As is best shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. 
in connection with the second preferred embodiment of the 
invention (the contacts are the same for both embodiments), 
the contacts are shaped to fit through slots 113 and 114 
which, in the first preferred embodiment, could be molded 
integrally into housing 4, although those skilled in the art 
will appreciate that a separate contact-supporting member 
could also be provided. The slots preferably have a width 
which is narrower than the unconstrained width of the 
contacts, which are made of a flexible conductive material 
such as conductive rubber, thus causing the contacts to be 
retained by the slots after insertion therethrough in the 
manner shown in FIG. 12, without the need for additional 
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retention means such as an adhesive or mechanical retention 
arrangement. The total height of the contacts exceeds the 
distance between the base of the EL unit and the lower 
surface of the EL panel 4, as shown in FIG. 3. such that when 
the EL unit is mounted on the circuit board, the contact is 
compressed between the EL panel 4 and the respective 
contact terminals 19 or 20 on the circuit board, the restoring 
force of the contact material biasing the EL unit contact 
against the respective electrodes 11 and 12 of the EL panel, 
illustrated in FIG. 3A, and the respective circuit board 
contact 19 or 20 to establish a stable low impedance elec 
trical connection therebetween and eliminate the need for 
soldering or other conventional electrical connection means. 

After assembling the contact to the housing by inserting 
it through the appropriate slots, as described above, the only 
remaining steps required to complete assembly of an indi 
vidual EL unit are the steps of securing the EL panel to the 
housing, thereby compressing the upper portion of the 
contacts against the corresponding electrodes on the EL 
panel, and securing a cover on the unit. In the preferred 
embodiment, the EL panel is held in place during assembly 
by double-sided adhesive tape, and then secured in place by 
affixing a top cover 2 to the housing, as shown in FIGS. 3-1 
and 3-1, although those skilled in the art will appreciate that 
a variety of other means for securing the panel to the housing 
could be substituted for the illustrated means involving 
adhesive tape and the top cover. 

In the preferred embodiment, top cover 2 is affixed to the 
housing by ultrasonic welding, although other appropriate 
securing means, including adhesives, may be substituted 
depending on the material used for the cover. The use of a 
separate cover has the advantage of allowing the cover to be 
varied depending on optical requirements of an individual 
EL unit. For example, the cover may be in the form of a 
convex lens 2, but also may take a variety of other forms 
including diffraction gratings and the like for special effects. 
FIGS.5A, 5B, and 5C show various alternate configura 

tions for the EL segment or panel 3 and for the electrodes 
used in the individual EL units. In the configuration shown 
in FIG. 5A, the EL segment contains two separate EL 
elements 68 and 70, which may be of the same or different 
colors. Apossible configuration for the corresponding circuit 
board contacts or terminals 19 and 20 is shown in FIG. 5A, 
while FIG.SB shows a three element configuration in which 
the EL elements 71-73 are concentrically arranged, FIG.SB' 
shows a contact arrangement for this configuration, and 
FIGS. 5C and 5C respectively show a four element panel 
made up of discrete EL elements 74-77 and a corresponding 
contact arrangement therefor. Those skilled in the art will 
recognize, of course, that the different EL segment and 
contact arrangements shown in these Figures is in no way 
exclusive, and that numerous other arrangements of different 
numbers of individual EL elements to form an EL panel, 
including elements of different shapes and colors, may be 
arranged to form the El panel 3 which ends up being 
mounted in the individual EL unit 1. In all of these 
configurations, the basic principles which allow the indi 
vidual EL units to be mounted and removed from the circuit 
board without special tools are maintained, however, as 
evidenced by FIG.3B, which shows an EL unit in which the 
E1 element is in concentric form and which uses exactly the 
same mounting arrangement as shown in FIG. 3-1. 
As described above, the first preferred embodiment of the 

invention thus provides a cylindrically shaped EL light unit 
which can be arranged anywhere in a matrix of positions 
defined on a circuit board by mounting openings 18, 18A, 
and 18B, and contact terminals 19 and 20. Examples of 
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8 
messages which can be formed by appropriate placement of 
the individual light units are shown in FIG. 6. 

In a second preferred embodiment of the invention illus 
trated in FIGS. 7-14, the EL assembly includes a casing 
made up of back and front case halves 84 and 85. 
respectively, an opaque sheet 83 having die cut openings 
83A to 83I for individual EL elements, and a circuit board 
87 similar to circuit board 7 of the first preferred embodi 
ment of the invention. 
The die cut openings in sheet 83 are arranged to accom 

modate three horizontal segments 83A-83C and six vertical 
segments 83D-83 in four groups, the segments in each 
group forming a numeral '8' with an additional two vertical 
segments bisecting the "8". This configuration allows for 
mation of numbers '0' to '9' with a minimum of wasted 
material, and an optimal circuit board arrangement, with all 
low voltage contact terminals 119 being connected by sub 
stantially straight traces to low voltage bus line 90 and all 
high voltage contact terminals 120 being also connected by 
substantially straight traces to high voltage bus line 91 
which are in turn connected by wires to a control circuit 
housing 81. 

Back case half 85 is solid in construction but may include 
openings 86 for mounting screws and for wiring to an 
external power source, which may be in the form of a DC 
power pack, or an AC outlet and AC/DC converter. The 
circuit components for controlling energization of the indi 
vidual units are provided in a housing 81 and may include 
a variety of known components, including flasher circuits 
and the like for special effects, or even a microprocessor 
controller, as those skilled in the art will appreciate. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the printed circuit board is 
mounted to the back case via screw holes 86 and 87, and the 
high and low voltage buses 90 and 91 are electrically 
connected to the control circuit by means of+ and - input 
wires 90' and 91'. The EL units, shown in greater detail in 
FIGS. 10-13 have a generally polyhedral shape. Front case 
half 84 consists of a frame which defines a window into 
which may be fitted the above-described cover sheet 83 
having pre-cut openings corresponding in shape to that of 
the EL units, but which provides for different EL unit 
configuration. 

Each individual EL unit includes a top cover 102, an EL 
panel 103 cut to a shape corresponding to that of the top 
cover, and a housing 104 having slots 113 and 114 for 
accommodating the rubber contacts 115 and 116 which 
engage terminal 19 and 20 on the circuit board. The height 
of the contacts is such that when the EL unit is mounted on 
the circuitboard, and EL panel 103 is affixed to the housing, 
for example by double-sided tape, the contacts will exert 
pressure on both the circuitboard terminals and the EL panel 
to ensure good electrical contact, the contacts being made of 
a resilient conductive material such as conductive rubber. As 
illustrated, the contacts have a square base sized to provide 
a maximum contact area with the circuit board contacts, and 
a narrowed section shaped to fit through the openings in the 
housing and thereby contact the EL panel. 
As in the first preferred embodiment, the EL units are 

mounted to the circuitboard via resilient legs having at distal 
ends thereof hooks or transverse extensions. The EL unit is 
mounted to the circuit board by inserting legs 6 and 6 
through corresponding openings 17 and 18 in the circuit 
board such that legs 15 and 16 flex outwardly as the pass 
through the openings and then are hooked by extensions 150 
and 160 as the extensions pass through the opening and 
engage an opposite side of the board. This causes contact 13 
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and 14 to be pressed against traces 19 and 20 to thereby 
establish electrical contact therewith. It will of course be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that the specific form 
of the legs illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 13 is not to be taken 
as limiting, and that legs having the for shown in FIG. 3-2, 
or other appropriate shapes, may be substituted so long as 
the legs provide easy installation and removal of the indi 
vidual light units. As in the first preferred embodiment, the 
cover may be attached to the housing by ultrasonic welding 
or the like to complete a durable yet inexpensive EL unit, 
and the arrangement of components on the circuit board as 
well as details the EL unit construction, including the contact 
and mounting arrangements may be varied by those skilled 
in the art without departing from the scope of the invention. 
FIG. 14 shows one possible arrangement of the individual 
light units of this embodiment of the invention. 

Finally, as shown in FIGS. 15-24B, the lighting assem 
blies of the preferred embodiments may be modified to form 
sub-assemblies of a larger master assembly and thereby 
provide even greater versatility for certain applications, and 
in particular as a substitute for the conventional "so-called 
"L.O.D." arrangement of LEDs, the use of EL sub 
assemblies providing a greater variety of color effects, an 
increased viewing angle, better picture resolution (fine 
details), lower cost and greater durability. For example, as 
shown in FIG. 15, nine discrete self-contained sub 
subassemblies may be arranged on a master printed circuit 
board to form a larger, more colorful pattern than is possible 
with just the individual light units. If each subassembly 
includes 13 different color units, each having a total of 20 
different possible colors, then each sub-assembly can have 
20x13=260 color spots. A master EL light assembly could 
have as many as 200 such sub-assemblies, each with a 260 
color pixel resolution. 
As illustrated in greater detail in FIGS. 16 and 17, each 

sub-assembly includes a circular printed circuit board 201 
having openings and contact terminals corresponding to 
those described in connection with the variation of the first 
preferred embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 3-2, 
and a corresponding individual light unit 202 having con 
ductive rubber terminals 203 (depicted as tubes instead of 
stepped members), mounting features 204 and 205, a hous 
ing 206, and an optical cover 207 for providing different 
optical effects, all as previously described in connection with 
the above embodiments of the invention. Those skilled in the 
art will appreciate that other mounting, contact, and indi 
vidual EL unit constructions could be substituted for the 
illustrated construction. 

Unique to this embodiment of the invention is the inclu 
sion of a cylindrical self-contained sub-assembly housing 
208 which encloses the control circuit 209, a wiring harness 
210, and an electrical pin set 211 and adapter 212 for 
electrically connecting the control circuit to buses on the 
circuit board. Also unique to this embodiment, although the 
concept could also be applied to the other embodiments, is 
the provision of three different sets of high voltage buses 213 
and low voltage buses 214, allowing separate control of 
subsets of the individual EL units mounted on the circuit 
board, in this case in groups of three, with three colors in 
each group, as best shown in FIGS. 18 and 19, wherein the 
EL unit mounting openings are indicated by reference 
numerals 215 and 216 and the number of pins and corre 
sponding terminals in the electrical pin set 211 is six. 

Alternatively, as shown in FIGS. 18A and 19A, the 
number of EL units provided for in the sub-assembly could 
be increased to thirteen units, arranged in five groups 
requiring five sets of buses and ten terminals, or the parallel 
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10 
bus arrangement shown in FIGS. 18, 19, 18A, and 19.Acould 
be modified to distribute the different color groups through 
out the sub-assembly as shown in FIG. 20, in which the 
different groups are no longer parallel, or to increase the 
number of groups as shown in FIG. 21, in which the thirteen 
units are divided into thirteen single unit "groups" requiring 
26 terminals. Furthermore, the sub-assemblies could be 
varied to have a rectangular shape, as shown in FIGS. 22 and 
22A, and in fact could have any desired shape and arrange 
ment of individual units as those skilled in the art will 
appreciate based on the above description. 

Having thus described a number of different preferred 
embodiments of the invention in term which should enable 
those skilled in the art to make and use the invention, it is 
noted that numerous additional variations and modifications 
of the invention will undoubtedly occur to those skilled in 
the art upon review of the above description, and it is 
accordingly the intention of the inventor that the invention 
not be limited by the above description or drawings, but 
rather that it be interpreted solely in accordance with the 
appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A light assembly, comprising: 
a circuitboard having a plurality of identical openings and 
a plurality of identical pairs of contact terminals respec 
tively connected to one of two common inputs; 

an individual electro-luminescent (EL) light unit in which 
is secured an EL panel and which includes light unit 
mounting means extending therefrom for insertion into 
any of said plurality of openings to thereby removably 
mount the individual electro-luminescent light unit on 
the circuit board; 

a pair of electrical contacts; and 
means for positioning the electrical contacts in the indi 

vidual ELlight unit in such a way that electrical contact 
between the EL panel and one of said pairs of contact 
terminals is established by insertion of said light unit 
mounting means into any of said openings. 

2. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
means extending from the individual light unit comprises at 
least one leg having an extension which forms a hook and 
which is arranged to flex upon insertion into said any of said 
openings until the extension clears the opening, whereupon 
the extension is arranged to engage an opposite side of the 
circuit board from a side engaged by a housing of the 
individual electro-luminescent unit and thereby secure the 
individual electro-luminescent unit to the circuit board. 

3. A light assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein the 
means extending from the individual light unit includes a 
second leg having an extension. 

4. A light assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein said 
individual light unit includes a leg assembly positioned 
centrally relative to the individual light unit such that the leg 
assembly forms a rotation axis for said light unit, made up 
of said at least one leg having an extension, and further 
comprising a second leg arranged to enter an opening in the 
circuit board for the purpose of preventing rotation of 
individual light unit about said rotation axis after mounting 
the light unit on the circuit board. 

5. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the pair 
of contacts are arranged to engage said contact terminals 
upon mounting of the individual light unit on the circuit 
board and thereby establish an electrical connection between 
said contact terminals and said electro-luminescent panel in 
said individual light unit. 

6. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
individual light unit is cylindrical. 
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7. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
individual light unit has a polyhedral shape. 

8. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
individual light unit includes a housing to which the electro 
luminescent panel is attached and a transparent cover which 
as a result of its optical properties serves as a lens for light 
emitted by the optical panel through the transparent cover. 

9. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, further com 
prising a power source and means for converting the power 
input from the power source to an AC trigger current, means 
for controlling the AC current to control an on/off timing of 
the electro-luminescent panel, and means for supplying the 
output of a control circuit to buses on the circuit board, 

10. A light assembly as claimed in claim 9, wherein said 
power source is a solar energy-based power source. 

11. A light assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
electro-luminescent panel is made up of elements of differ 
ent colors, and further comprising additional pairs of elec 
trical contacts, one for each of said elements. 

12. A light assembly, comprising: 
a circuit board having a plurality of identical openings and 

a plurality of identical pairs of contact terminals respec 
tively connected to one of two common inputs; 

an individual electro-luminescent light unit in which is 
secured an electro-luminescent panel and which 
includes means extending therefrom for insertion into 
any of said plurality of openings to thereby removably 
mount the individual electro-luminescent light unit on 
the circuit board; and 

a pair of electrical contacts positioned in the individual 
electro-luminescent light unit for establishing electrical 
contact between the electro-luminescent panel and one 
of said pairs of contact terminals upon mounting of the 
individual light unit on the circuit board, 

wherein the pair of contacts are arranged to engage said 
contact terminals upon mounting of the individual light 
unit on the circuit board and thereby establish an 
electrical connection between said contact terminals 
and said electro-luminescent panel in said individual 
light unit, wherein said individual light unit includes a 
housing to which is secured the electro-luminescent 
panel, and wherein said pair of contacts are made of a 
resilient conductive material having a dimension which 
exceeds a distance between electrodes of the electro 
luminescent panel and corresponding said contact ter 
minals such that when the individual light unit is 
mounted on the circuit board, the contacts are com 
pressed between the contact terminals and the electro 
luminescent panel electrodes to ensure a positive elec 
trical connection therebetween. 

13. A light assembly as claimed in claim 12, wherein said 
contacts extend through slots in said housing and have a 
width which is greater than that of the slots such that said 
contacts are retained in said slots by compression of a 
portion of the contacts upon insertion of the contacts into the 
slots, 

14. Alight assembly as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
cover is an optical element. 

15. A light assembly as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
EL panel is secured to said housing by double-sided tape. 

16. Alight assembly as claimed in claim 12, wherein said 
individual light unit further comprises a cover, with said EL 
panel being secured between the cover and a top surface of 
said housing such that said EL panel is visible through said 
COWe. 

17. A light assembly, comprising: 
a circuitboard having a plurality of identical openings and 

a plurality of identical pairs of contact terminals respec 
tively connected to one of two common inputs; 
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12 
an individual electro-luminescent light unit in which is 

secured an electro-luminescent panel and which 
includes means extending therefrom for insertion into 
any of said plurality of openings to thereby removably 
mount the individual electro-luminescent light unit on 
the circuit board; and 

a pair of electrical contacts positioned in the individual 
light unit for establishing electrical contact between the 
electro-luminescent panel and one of said pairs of 
contact terminals upon mounting of the individual light 
unit on the circuit board, 

further comprising additional individual light units, 
wherein said light assembly is one of a plurality of 
sub-assemblies of a master assembly, said sub 
assemblies being arranged into groups, each group 
being connected by a common bus pair to a common 
pair of connector pins and by a wiring harness to a 
master circuit board on which are arranged said plu 
rality of additional sub-assemblies. 

18. A light assembly as claimed in claim 17, wherein said 
one of a plurality of sub-assemblies is provided with a 
housing on which the light assembly circuit board is 
mounted and which encloses said connector pins. 

19. An individual EL light unit for removably mounting 
on a circuit board having 

a plurality of openings and a plurality of pairs of contact 
terminals, comprising: 

a housing: 
an electro-luminescent (EL) light panel; 
light unit mounting means extending from the housing for 

insertion into any of said plurality of openings to 
thereby removably mount the individual electro 
luminescent light unit on the circuit board; 

a pair of electrical contacts; and 
means for positioning the electrical contacts in the hous 

ing in such away that electrical contact between the EL 
panel and one of said pairs of contact terminals is 
established by insertion of said light unit mounting 
means into any of said openings. 

20. An individual light unit as claimed in claim. 19, 
wherein the means extending from the housing comprises a 
leg having an extension which form a hook and which is 
arranged to flex upon insertion into said any of said openings 
until the extension clears the opening, whereupon the exten 
sion is arranged to engage an opposite side of the circuit 
board from a side engaged by said housing and thereby 
secure the individual EL unit to the circuit board. 

21. An individual light unit as claimed in claim 20, 
wherein the means extending from the housing includes a 
pair of said legs having an extension, and said openings are 
arranged in pairs to form a matrix or said pairs. 

22. An individual light unit as claimed in claim 20. 
wherein said individual light unit includes a centrally posi 
tioned leg assembly made up of at least one of said legs 
having an extension, and further comprising a second leg 
arranged to enter an opening in the circuit board for the 
purpose of preventing rotation of the housing after mounting 
on the circuit board. 

23. An individual light unit as claimed in claim 19. 
wherein said EL panel is secured to said housing by double 
sided tape. 

24. An individual light unit as claimed in claim. 19. 
wherein the individual light unit is cylindrical. 

25. An individual light unit as claimed in claim. 19, 
wherein the individual light unit has a polyhedral shape. 

26. An individual electro-luminescent light unit for 
removably mounting on a circuit board having a plurality of 
openings and a plurality of pairs of contact terminals, 
comprising: 
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a housing: 
an electro-luminescent light panel; 
means extending from the housing for insertion into any 
of said plurality of openings to thereby removably 
mount the individual electro-luminescent light unit on 
the circuit board; and 

a pair of electrical contacts positioned in the housing for 
establishing electrical contact between the electro 
luminescent panel and one of said pairs of contact 
terminals upon mounting of the housing on the circuit 
board, wherein said electro-luminescent panel is 
secured to said housing, and wherein said pair of 
contacts are made of a resilient conductive material 
having a dimension which exceeds a distance between 
electrodes of the electro-luminescent panel and corre 
sponding said contact terminals such that when the 
individual light unit is mounted on the circuit board, the 
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contacts are compressed between the contact terminals 
and the electro-luminescent panel electrodes to ensure 
a positive electrical connection therebetween. 

27. An individual light unit as claimed in claim 26, 
wherein said contacts extend through slots in said housing 
and have a width which is greater than that of the slots such 
that said contacts are retained in said slots by compression 
of a portion of the contacts upon insertion of the contacts 
into the slots. 

28. An individual light unit as claimed in claim 26, 
wherein said individual light unit further comprises a cover, 
with said EL panel being secured between the cover and a 
top surface of said housing such that said EL panel is visible 
through said cover. 

29. An individual light unit as claimed in claim 28, 
wherein said cover is an optical element. 
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