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To all tufton, it inctly concei'#2. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE C. McEWEN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New. 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have iuvented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Ankie - Supports, of which 
the following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention has relation to ankle-sup 

ports, and is designed especially to be applied 
to the outside of the boot or shoe of the wear 
er, and to support the ankle against motion 
sidewise, and to strengthen the same either 
for physical purposes or use in roller and 
blade skating. 

It is well known that in the use of roller 
and blade skates the ankle is subjected to an 
unusual strain, and the object of my inven 
tion is to provide means whereby injuries from 
said strain may be prevented and a stiffness 
of the ankle-joint may be secured, and pro 
ficiency and ease in skating may be acquired. 
The invention consists in certain features of 

construction hereinafter specified, and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a side 
elevation of an ankle-support constructed in 
accordance with my invention represented in 
position upon a boot or shoe. Fig. 2 is a side 
elevation of the same adapted to be used in 
dependently of the body portion shown in Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a perspective of the form of sup 
port illustrated in Fig. 2. 

Like letters indicate like parts in all the figures. 
A represents the body portion of the sup 

port, which is provided with sections or gores 
B of elastic fabric, and with fastening devices, 
C, whereby the body portion may be adjust 
ably secured to boots of different sizes. With 
in the body portion, or between the plies there 
of, by means of rows of stitches D', pockets 
are formed for the reception of strengthening 
ribs D, which are formed in this instance as 
a part of the more rigid portion of the pro 
tector as a whole. The said portion is or may 
be constructed of sheet metal, paper, or pa 
per-board, leather, or any other suitable and 
sufficiently rigid material, the ribs Ethereof 
being more or less resilient and adapted to 
conform to the irregular contour of the ankle 
of the wearer when bound thereto by means 
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of the body portion A or its equivalent as 
hereinafter described. I shall herein desig 
nate said portion of the supporter as the 55 
“frame-work' thereof, said frame-work con 
sisting of a heel-band, E, and an instep-band, 
E", connected one to the other, the connecting 
portion being provided with the upwardly 
projecting resilient strengthening-ribs E. 6o 
When the frame-work is made of light ma 

terial-Such, for example, as paper-board 
separate strengthening-ribs of more resilient 
material may be applied to or embedded in the 
ribs E, substantially in the manner shown in 
companion application filed here with. In the 
form shown in Fig. 1 the strengthening-ribs 
E are inserted in the pockets formed by the 
rows of Stitches D. So also is the heel-band 
E", while the instep-band is arranged beneath 
the instep portion of the sole of the boot or 
foot of the wearer'. 

If desired, additional stitches or rivets or 
any other suitable fastening devices may be 
employed, as shown by dotted lines D, Fig. 75 
1, as a further means of retaining the frame 
work within the pockets or the body portion 
upon the Support. 

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 2 I 
substitute for the textile or other body por- So 
tion having the elastic web B a strap secured 
at one side of the frame-work, and between 
the heel and instep bands, of sufficient length 
to be coiled or tightly bound spirally around 
the ankle upward to the upper end of the 85 
strengthening ribs or prongs E, and from 
thence spirally downward to the place of be 
ginning, where it is fastened by the buckle C. 
In this manner a more firm binding of the ribs 
or prongs and the bands E E to the foot, boot, 9o 
or shoe is possible than in the modification 
shown in Fig. 1, while at the saune time the 
well-known capability of elastic webbing to 
snugly conform to the contour of the ankle is 
availed of to insure firmness and strength of 95 
the ankle, for the purposes specified. 

I do not herein claim, specifically, the con 
struction of the body portion as illustrated 
in Fig. 1, as that is made the subject-matter 
of the colmpanion application above men. Iob 
tioned. 
The number of prongs E may be increased 

at each side of the frame - work, if desired 
that is to say, I prefer no less than two, but 
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may use more. The objections of having a sin 
gle wide prong is that it does not conform to 
the irregular contour of the ankle, as would 
one formed with two or more prongS. 

5 I do not limit my invention to its use out 
side of a boot or shoe, but deem it as Com 
prehending such modifications of proportions 
as will adapt it to fit the foot and ankle of the 
wearer for either physical treatment and pur 
poses or for use in connection with skates. 
Having described my invention and its op 

eration, what I claim is 
1. An ankle-supportformed of a single piece 

of material, and consisting of an instep-band 
and upwardly-projecting prongs at each side 
thereof, substantially as specified. . 

2. In an ankle-support, the combination, 
wich the frame-work comprising instep and heel 
bands and upwardly-projecting strengthening 
ribsorprongs, of a body portion or its described 
equivalent mounted thereon and adapted to 
be bound around the ankle, substantially as 
specified. 

IO 

3. In an ankle-support, the combination of 
25 a body portion having an elastic web forming 

a part thereof, fastening devices, and strength 
ening-rib - receiving pockets, with a frame 
work formed in a single piece and compris 
ing strengthening ribs or prongs, a heel-band, 
and an instep-band, the whole being adapted 3O 
for use outside of a boot or shoe, substan 
tially as specified. . 

4. The combination of the instep-band EP, 
the heel-band E, and the upwardly-project 
ing resilient strengthening-ribs. E with a fast- 35 
ening device or body portion, as A, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

5. The combination of the body A, provided 
with the fastening devices C, the web B, and 
pockets formed by stitches D', of the frame- 4O 
work comprising the prongs E and heel-band 
E", secured in said pockets, and the instep 
band EP, projecting below said body, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 45 
presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE C. MICEWEN. 
Witnesses: 

E. B. STOCKING, 
J. H. HAHN. 

  


