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The present invention relates to. a support for rural
mail boxes or the like. . :

A primary object of the invention is to provide a sup-
port for a rural mail box which is operable to position
the mail box adjacent the left hand or driver’s seat side
of the mail delivery vehicle, thus making it unnecessary
for the postman to leave the vehicle or even to move over
to the right hand side of the vehicle when delivering the
mail. | . S . C

. A further object is to provide a majl box support of the
above-mentioned character, including means for causing
the support to shift to a position wherein the mail box is
adjacent to, the driver’s side of the vehicle, said means
adapted to be actuated by driving a wheel of the vehicle
upon the same. Lo R

_Another object is to provide a mail box support of the
above-mentioned character which will return automatical-
ly to a. position parallel to the roadway after the wheel
of the delivery vehicle releases the operating means. v
.. Astill further object of the invention is to provide a
amail box support of the above-mentioned character which
is simplified in construction, sturdy and durable and in-
expensive to manufactire, . : ‘

A further object is to provide a support which is, cap-
able of carrying one or a plurality of mail boxes, as
found desirable. .. . . o

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be
apparent during the course of ‘the following description.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this
application and in which like numerals are employed to
designate like parts throughout the samse, o
.. Figure 1 is an elevation of the mail box support, the
road being shown in transverse section, with the swing-
ing arm of the support shifted to a position transvérsely
of the road and extending over the automobile, the rear
end of the auntomobile being. shiown and the right rear
wheel broken away, to show the front wheél depressing
the. présser foot, ) o L
... Figre 2 is an elevation of the support at right angles
to Figure 1, the Toad being shown in longitudinal sec-
tion, the supporting arm swing to a'position parallel with
the longitudinal direction of the road, and the attomobile
r‘?!ﬁ.‘."v?fi, i il g BRI :

.. Figure 3 is a plan Viveyv,of‘_tijxer mail box support,
shown, in the position indicated in Figure 2, the swinging
arm extending longitudinally of the road,-and transverse
adjusted positions-of the arms being ‘indicated in dotted
-1ines, . Lo 3 T
Figure 3" is a‘lofgitidinal section ta%en oh'line 3’-—3'
-of Figure 3, . ‘ :
‘Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical ‘section

“takeén on'litie 4—4 of Figute 1,

y on line5—5 of Figure 2, L
‘Figite 6 is°a fragmeniaty perspective view, 1ipon a re-
duced scale, of a modified form of support for 4 plirality

“Sf imail boxes;
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Figure 7 is a fragmentary vertical section taken on
line 7-—7 of Figure 6. : ) A

In the drawings, where for the purpose of illustration
are shown preferred embodiments of the invention, the
numeral 10 designates a horizontal base which may be
conveniently formed of a pair of crossed members 11,
as indicated. The base 10 has an upstanding vertical
post 12 suitably rigidly secured thereto, and this post 12
is tubular, as shown. The base 10 is provided with re-
cesses or. openings 13 and 13’, adjacent to the lower
end of the tubular post. . . C

A vertical shaft 14 extends entirely through the tubular
post 12 and. above the. same: for a substantial distance.
The shaft 14 is considerably’ smaller in diameter than
the tubular post and is positioned concentrically ‘within
the tubular post by a pair of fixed bearings or collars

15 and 16, located respectively at the top of the post

and at a point near the lower end of the post. The
bearings 15.and 16 have aligned central openings: or
bores 17 and 18, slidably receiving the shaft 14 so that
the shaft may move longitudinally or rotate therein.
The shaft 14 is provided over a portion of its length with
a steep spiral groove 19, receiving the inner -reduced
portion 20 of a set screw 21, having screw-threaded en-
gagement within a screw-threaded opening 22 of .the
bearing 16, adjacent to the groove 19, Figure 4. The
arrangement is such that the engagement. of the reduced
extension 28 within the spiral groove will cause; the
shaft fo rotate upon its longitudinal axis when the shaft
is moved longitudinally. ) O
‘A long horizontal arm 23 has an opening 23’ to ad-
justably receive the shaft 14 and is rigidly secured to the
shaft 14 at a selected elevation by a set screw 24, or the
like. The set screw 24 assures- the turning of the arm 23
with the shaft 14, The arm 23 extends for substantial
distances upen opposite sides of the post 12, as shown. in
Figures 1 and 2, and the shaft 14 projects through the
openings 23’ in the arm 23 and extends a substantial
distance ‘above it, as shown. The arm 23 is _provided
near one end with an upwardly offset or bowed portion
25, adapted to extend over the roof of an automobile. or
mail delivery truck. Figure 1 shows. the rear end of the

automobile with the rear wheel broken away, to show
the forward right wheel. The forward end of the bowed
portion 25 carries a relatively short horizontal extension
26, integral therewith, and the extension 26 has'the rural
mail box 27 suitably rigidly secured to its lower side and
depending therefrom, as shown. As shown.in Figore. 1,
the mail receiving end of the mail box is disposed inner-
most, so as to be adjacent to the window_ at the driver’s
side-of the vehicle, when the arm 23 is positioned trans-
versely of the road, Figure 1. = = . e
- Near its opposite end and on the opposite side of the
post 12, the arm 23 carries an adjustable counterweight
28, having screw-threaded engagement with a horizontal
screw-threaded shaft 29, rigidly secured to a pair-of de-
pending vertical ¢lements 39, rigidly secured to the arm
23. Suitable guy cables 31 and 32 may be‘provic_led;w'i,‘t‘h
their upper ends secured to a fixed -collar 33 upon the

‘top of the shaft 14, and their lower ends fixedly sectired

to the arm 23 in the manner shown in the drawings. ‘The
guy cables 31 and 32 render the arms 23 rigid, so that
it will not deflect appreciably. “Additional guy cables 34
may extend betwéen the ¢rossed members of the bage 10
and the post 12, near the top of the latter, as shown. o
render the support further rigid. - ‘» :

Means are provided to elevate the shaft 14 and thereby
cause the turning of this shaft with the support arm 23.
Such means comprises a horizontal base plate 35 fixedly
mounted upon the dirt shoulder 36 rear one edge of ‘,",t‘he

road or pavemient 37 and adjdcent the side of thie drainage

ditéh 38 nearest-the foad, when there is a drainage diich



along the road. The support base 10 is fixedly mounted
upon the ground near the opposite side of the drainage
ditch 38. The base plate 35 is spaced from the base 19,
longitudinally of the roadway, Figures 2 and 3.

A lever member 39, which is inverted U-shaped in
cross section, extends parallel to the road 37 and adjacent
the inner edge of the base plate 35 and has one end ter-
minating opposite the base 10 and its other end terminat-
ing at the base plate 35. The forward end of this lever 39
has a plate or presser foot 40 rigidly secured thereto, in
superposed relation to the base plate 35. The other end
of the lever 39 is pivoted at 41 to a stationary element 42,
which may be in the nature of a stake driven into the
ground, as indicated. The lever 39 is vertically swing-
able about its pivot 41, and a compressible coil spring 43
is arranged. between the présser foot 40 and the stationary
base plate 35, and serves-to maintain the lever 39 nor-
mally elevated with respect to the base plate, Figures 2
and 3’. The spring 43 is carried by a vertical rod 43’
rigidly secured to the stationary base plate 35 and this
rod operates within an opening 44’ in the lever 39 and
within an opening 45’ in the presser foot 49, Figure 3.

" A horizontal rock shaft 44 is arranged transversely of
the road and extends between the base plate 18 and the
fixed element 42, Figure 3. This rock shaft has its end
portion adjacent to the base 10 mounted within fixed bear-
ings 46’, while its end adjacent to the fixed element 42 is
journaled in an opening 47’ formed in the element 42.
Stop rings 46a are rigidly mounted upon the rock shaft
upon opposite sides of the bearing 46. The end of the
rock shaft 44 adjacent to the fixed support 42 carries a
crank 47 having an extension 48’ at its outer end. The
crank 47 is circumferentially adjustably mounted upon the
rock shaft, and to effect this, the adjacent ends of the shaft
44 and crank 47 are provided with interfitting teeth, which
are clamped together by a set screw 49°, and which may
be adjusted to permit of the radial adjustment of the
crank 47. The crank 47 extends radially of the rock
shaft 44 and is vertically inclined and extends upwardly
and its extension 48’ is arranged beneath and engages the
lever 39. When the lever 39 is depressed, the crank 47
swings downwardly and turns rock shaft 44 counter-
clockwise, Figure 2. The rock shaft 44 is spaced from
the pivot 41 as shown. At its end adjacent to the up-
standing tubular post 12, the rock shaft 44 has a radial
lifting arm or crank 48 rigidly secured thereto, Figure 4,
and this radial arm is provided upon its upper face with
an annular flange 49, forming a cup, to receive a bearing
ball 50, arranged beneath the vertical shaft 14 to contact
with its lower end. The rock shaft 44 is turned counter-
clockwise, Figure 4, to lift arm 48, moving ball 50 up-
‘wardly, which raises shaft 14, and permits the shaft to
turn upon its axis during its upward movement.

A stop element 52 is rigidly mounted upon the upper
‘end of the post and is disposed in the path of travel of the
arm 23 to limit the extent of travel of this arm when the
same is swung to the mail receiving position, Figure 1.
The stop 52 extends above the arm 23, as shown.

In operation, the arm 23 will normally assume the posi-
tion shown in Figures 2 and 3, wherein the arm 23 is
parallel with the road 37 upon the remote side of the
ditch 38, clear of the traffic. It is in this position of the
arm that the mail is taken from the mail box by the owner
of the mail box. The arm 23 will automatically gravitate
to the lower position extending longitudinally of the road,
when released. The spiral groove 19 is sufficiently steep
to enable the arm 23 and shaft 14 to gravitate to the
lowered position, when the lever 39 is elevated.

When the mail delivery vehicle approaches, it is driven
partly off of the road 37 onto the dirt shoulders 36 and its
right front wheel passes upon the presser foot 40 and
shifts the same to the lowered position, Figure 1, and the
vehicle is stopped while the front wheel remains upon the
presser foot 40. The downward movement of the presser
foot 40 swings the lever 39 downwardly, and this lever

10
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turns the crank 47 downwardly, Figure 2, turning the rock
shaft 44 counter-clockwise, Figure 4. This counter-
clockwise movement of the.rock shaft will elevate the
lifting arm or crank 48, which will in turn elevate the
shaft 14 for a slight distance. When the shaft 14 is ele-
vated, the extension 20 of the stationary set screw 21 will
act within the spiril groove 19, causing the shaft to be
turned upon its longitudinal axis, and the arm 23 will be
swung counter-clockwise, from the position parallel to the
road, to a position transversely of the road, as viewed
from Figure 3. This turning movement is approximately
ninety degrees. This will cause the arm to extend over
and transversely of the automobile, Figure 1. All of this

" operation occurs while the front wheel of the vehicle is
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holding the presser foot 40 and lever 39 in the lowered
position, and the arm 23 and associated elements will
swing to the position indicated in Figure 1 promptly upen
the passage of the wheel of the vehicle upon the presser
foot 40. The stop element 52 will engage the arm 23
when it is in a position shown in Figure 1 to limit its
swinging movement to substantially ninety degrees from
its starting position. The curved portion 25 will now be
positioned over the roof of the vehicle, Figure 1, and the
mail box 27 will be adjacent to the vehicle window at the
driver’s side so that the mail may be readily deposited in
the box 27, as shown in Figure 1.

When the mail is thus delivered, and the box 27 is
closed, the postman drives the front wheel of the auto-
mobile off of the presser foot 40 just far emough to re-
lease the presser foot and then brings the vehicle to a stop.
At the same time, the front wheels are turned sharply to
the left or toward the road 37, Figure 1, so that the subse-
quent movement of the vehicle will not cause the rear
wheel to pass over the presser foot but will clear the
same. As soon as the presser foot is released, and while
the vehicle is stopped, the arm 23 and associated elements
will return by gravity to the position shown in Figures 2
and 3, wherein the arm 23 is parallel to the road 37, and
is positioned upon the remote side of the ditch 38 with
respect to the road. The swinging movement of the arm
23 to the position parallel to the road is limited when the
shaft 14 moves downwardly to contact with the ball 50,
the arm or crank 48 being then in the lowered position.
The arm 23 is vertically adjustably mounted upon the
shaft or rod 14, and is clamped thereto in the selected
adjusted position. The arm 23 may thus be arranged
at different elevations corresponding to the height of the
automobile. The downward movement of the shaft 14 is
limited by the engagement of the shaft 14 with the ball
50, as stated, and if the arm 23 should be clamped to the
shaft 14 in a sufficiently lowered position, it would con-
tact with the upper end of the post 12, and limit the
downward movement of the shaft, but this contact would
depend upon the vertical adjustment of the arm 23 upon
the shaft 14. The rock shaft 44 is turned in the bear-
ings 46’, as explained, and is held against longitudinal
movement by sleeves 46a, rigidly mounted upon the rock
shaft and engaging opposite ends of the bearing 46'.

In Figures 6 and 7, there is shown a slight modifica-
tion of the invention, wherein the arm extension 26 carries
a plurality of mail boxes 53, supported by crossed mem-
bers 54, in turn bodily carried by a vertical bolt 55 or the
like, rotatzble within an opening in the arm 26. The
arrangement is such that all of the boxes 53 are posi-
tioned by the arm 23 adjacent to the driver’s side of the
vehicle, in the manner described in connection with the
mail box 27. The postman need only turn the boxes 53
upon the pivot 55 to arrange tne particular customer’s
box adjacent to the vehicle window for depositing the
mail within the same. In this manner, a single support-

.ing structure is used for manipulating several mail boxes.

All other parts of the apparatus remain identical with
those described in connection with the first form of the
invention.

1t is thus seen that there is provided a support for the



Higil box, Which Will be actusted by the delivery vehicle,
and Wil] then swing the mail box fnto-a position adjicent
o the driver’s seat window, and when the suppott is &~
leased By the vehicle, the support will automatically re-
tirh by ‘gravity {0 an out-of-the-way position, parallel
with the toad, in which position the mail may be ‘con-
véniently removed by the box owner., o

While I have shown the stationary element 42 1in the
form of a stake'or the like tipon one side of the ditch 38,
and separate from the base 10, it should be ‘understood
that ‘this élement 42 may be attached directly to the base,
or arranged close to it, Where there is no drainage ditch.
In Such cases, the arm 23 and the rock shaft 44 will
‘be corresponidingly shorter. '

It §s to be understood ‘that the forms of my invention )

herewith shown and described are to be taken as pre-
ferreéd exaimplés of the same and that various changes in
the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be resorted

to, Wi
‘orthe scope of the subjoined claims, ,

‘Having thus described my invention, I claim: .
. 1A ‘movablé rural mail box support for positioning
the mail box adjacént to the driver’s seat side of a_mail
delivery vehicle and subsequently returning the mail box
to a position clear of the road upon which the vehicle
travels, said mail- box support comprising an_upright
Stationary support adapted to be mounted upon the
ground a substantial distance from one side of the road,
a Totaiy mémber journaléd upon the support; a long gen-
erally horizontal arm securéd to the rotary member at an
elevation ‘adapted fo be near the top of said vehicle and
extending above said vehicle and beyond one side ‘of the
support for a distance exceeding the distance from the
foad to the support, the length of said arm beyond said
oné side of the support being sufficient to enable the arm
to extend entirely across the width of said vehicle and
somewhat beyond the sids of the vehicle remote from
‘said support when the arm is arranged transversely of the
vehicle and road, the arm being adapted to swing. above
@nd-cléar the top of the vehicle, a rural mail box carried
by the énd of the arm remote from the support, and méans
addpted to be engaged by a vehicle and connected with
the. rotary member for causing the rotary member to
Swing the arm from an initia] position substaritially par-
alle] with fhe road to a position transversely thereof and
allowing the arm and rotary member to return auto-
matically to its initial position parallel to the road after
the deposit of mai] into the rural mail ‘box from the
driver’s seat side of the Vehicle. S
...2. A movable rural mail box support for use in posi-
tionitig ‘the mail boX near the outer left hand side of a
Hail delivery vehiclé traveling on a road néar the mail
box “stipport dnd for subsequéntly returning the mail box

thout departing from the spirit of my invention

10

25

)
gravity to said initial position wherein the ‘atin extends
substantially ‘parallel io ‘the road ‘and ‘clear ‘of the Foud
and vehicle. _ o ' ’ N
3.- A miovible Tural mail box ‘support adapted to posi-
tion the rural mail Box near the outer left harid side of
& mail delivery vehicle traveling upon a road near thé
mail box support and subsequently returning the riral
mail box to a position- cléar of the road and vehicle snd
Spaced from one side -of the road, said mail box support
comprising an upright fixed support spaced a substan-
tial distance from said one side of the road, an upright
$haft connected with the sipport for rotation and limited
vertical ‘movement, spiral engaging means inferconnect-
ing the shaft and support so that elevation of the shaft

will cause the same to turn tpon its longitudinal -axis, a
long generally horizontal arm secured fo said shaft for
rotation therewith at an elevation adapted to be near the
top of -5aid vehicle, said arm extending beyond one side

... of the support for a distance materially greater than the
20 ' m

total width of the vehicle and exceeding the distance from
the support to said one side of the road, said arm also
extending -beyond the opposite side of said support;
counterbalance means for the portion of the arm extend-

. ing beyond said other side of the support, a rural mail

box carried by ‘the end of the atm remote from the
counterbalance means, 'said mail box extending longi:
tudinally of the arm and having .a mail receiving end
facing inwardly toward said support, a portion of the arm.

. rémote from the counterbalance means being upwardly

30

35

bowed to facilitate the passage of the arm over the top
of said vehicle, and means connected with said shaft
to elevate the same and adapted to be actuated by con-
tact with a vehicle, whereby the ‘arm is automatically
swung horizontally from an initial position substantially
parallel to the road and clear of the road to a position

- transversely of thé road and vehicle whérein the rural

40

45

50

to a position clear of the road and vehicle, said misil box -

support comprising a ﬁxed~upright»support‘ spaced from
one sidé of the road, an upright shaft journaled upon
the support for rotation and limited vertical movement,
spiral éngaging means interconnecting the shaft and ‘Sup-
port whereby ‘elevation of the shaft will cause the same
to turn upon its vertical axis, -a long generally “hori-
Zontal arm secured to said shaft to turn therewith st an
efevation -adapted to be near the top of said vehicle; said
armextending beyond one side of thé support and shaft
@ distance -exceeding_ the total width-of said vehicle and
somewhat greater. than._ the distance of the support from
the road, said dtm ddapted to swing over the top of
$aid véhicte, a-rural -mail box -sééined fo the end of the
arm remote from said support, and means adapted to be
operated by contact with a vehicle for elevating said shaft
to cause ‘the arm to swing from an initial position sub-
stantially parallel with the road to a position transversely
thereof to thereby position the rural mail box adjacent
to the outer left hand side of the vehicle which is remote
from said support, disengagement of the vehicle and last-
named means allowing said arm and shaft to return by
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mail box is positioned near the outer left hand side of
the vehicle for the deposit of ail by the driver.of the
vehcile, disengagement of the vehicle from the last-named

means allowing the arm and shaft to return by gravity
to said initial position. o _ .
4. A movable rural mail box support according to
claim 2, wherein said means adapted to be operated
by contact with a vehicle includes a substantially hori-
zontal rock shaft near the bottom of said upright sup-
port, and a lift extension carried by the rock shaft and
engaging beneath the lower end of said upright shaft for
elevating the same when the rock shaft is turned in one
direction. o , I
. 5. A movable rural mail box support for positioning
the rural mail box near the outer left hand side of a
mail delivery vehicle traveling upon a road near the mail .
box support and subsequently returming the rural mail
box to a position clear _of the road and vehicle #nd
spaced from one side of the road; said mail box suppoit
comprising an upright support mounted a substantial dis-
tance from said one side of the road, an upright shaft
journaled upon the support for rotation and limited verti-
cal movement, spiral engaging means’ interconnecting
the shaft .and support so that elevation of the shaft .will
cause the same to turn upon its vertical  axis, 4 long
generally horizontal arm secured to said shaft near the
‘top of the support for rotation with the shaft, said arm
disposed at an_elevation adapted to be near the top of
‘said vehicle, $aid srm eéxtending béyond one’sidé of Thé
support for a distance substantially greatér than t e total
width of ‘the vehicle; said afm also exténding beyond tha
opposite side of said support, adjustable counterbalance
means for the portion of the arm extending beyond said
opposite side of the support, a rural mail box carried by
the end of the arm remote from the counterbalance-
means and extending longiutdinally of the arm, said mail
box having its inner end facing said support open for-
the reception of mail, said arm being upwardly bowed:
between' the support and mail box to facilitate the pas-.
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sage of the arm over the top of said vehicle, a stop ele-
ment fixedly secured to said support and engageable with
said arm to limit swinging movement of the same in one
direction, and means adapted to be operated -through
contact with said vehicle and connected with said shaft to
elevate the same for swinging said arm horizontally in
one direction.

6. A rural mail box supporting and shifting device,
comprising a vertically movable presser foot adapted to
be arranged near one side of a road bed and spaced from
the path of travel of the wheels of the vehicle while such
wheels are traveling upon the road bed, an upstanding
supporting element arranged mear and spaced from the
side of the presser foot which is remote from said road
bed, an upstanding shaft mounted upon the upstanding
supporting element and having its upper end adapted to
terminate near the elevation of the top of the vehicle
which. is traveling upon the road bed, means operated
by the downward movement of the presser foot when
the presser foot is depressed by a wheel of a vehicle to
raise the upstanding shaft, means to turn the upstand-
ing shaft upon its longitudinal axis when it is raised,
a long generally horizontal arm secured to the upper end
of the upstanding shaft and adapted to extend above and
across the vehicle and extending between the upstand-
ing supporting element and the presser foot and extend-
ing beyond the presser foot in a direction remote from
the upstanding supporting element for a substantial dis-
tance so that its free end is adapted to terminate upon
the driver’s seat side of the vehicle which is remote from
the upstanding supporting element when the arm is shifted
to a position transversely of the road bed, and a mail box
mounted upon the free end of the arm and arranged ad-
jacent to the driver’s seat side of the vehicle when the
arm extends transversely of the vehicle, said generally
horizontal arm being adapted to be returned to a posi-
tion - generally parallel with and spaced from the road
bed when the upstanding shaft descends and is ‘turned
upon its longitudinal axis in an opposite direction.

7. A rural mail box supporting and shifting device,
comprising a vertically movable presser foot adapted to
be arranged near and adapted to be spaced from one
side of a road bed and thereby spaced from the path
of travel of the wheels of the vehicle while such wheels
are traveling upon the road bed, an upstanding support-
ing element arranged near and spaced from the side of
the presser foot which is remote from said road bed, an
upstanding shaft mounted . upon the upstanding sup-
porting element and having its upper end adapted to
terminate near the elevation of the top- of the vehicle
which is to travel upon the road bed, a generally hori-
zontal rock shaft extending between the presser foot and
upstanding shaft, means operated by the downward move-
ment of the presser foot when the presser foot is de-
pressed by a wheel of a vehicle to turn the rock shaft
upon its longitudinal axis, means operated by the turn-
ing movement of the rock shaft in one direction to raise
the upstanding shaft, means to turn the upstanding shaft
upon its longitudinal axis when it is raised, a long gen-
erally horizontal arm secured to the upper end of the
upstanding shaft and adapted to extend above and across
the vehicle traveling upon the road bed and extending
between the upstanding supporting element and presser
foot and extending beyond the presser foot in a direc-
tion remote from the upstanding supporting element for
a substantial distance so that its free end is adapted
to terminate upon the. driver'’s seat side of the vehicle
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which is remote from the upstanding supporting element
when the arm is shifted to a position transversely of the
road bed, and a mail box mounted upon the free end
of the arm and arranged adjacent to the driver’s seat
side of the vehicle when the arm extends transversely of
the vehicle, said generally horizontal arm being returned
to a position generally parallel with and spaced from
the road bed when the upstanding shaft descends and
is turned upon its longitudinal axis in an opposite direc-
tion.

8. The combination with a road bed, of a wheeled
vehicle to travel upon the road bed, a vertically movable
presser foot arranged near and spaced outwardly from
the road bed, an upstanding supporting element spaced
from the presser foot and arranged upon that side of the
presser foot remote from the road bed, a horizontal rock
shaft extending between the presser foot and upstanding
supporting element, an upstanding shaft mounted upon
the upstanding supporting element, means operated by
the downward movement of the presser foot to turn the
rock shaft in one direction, means operated by the turn-
ing movement of the rock shaft to raise the upstanding
shaft, means to turn the upstanding shaft upon its longi-
tudinal axis when it is raised, a generally horizontal arm
‘mounted upon the upstanding shaft to travel therewith,
said arm extending from the upstanding shaft to a point
upon the opposite side of the vehicle remote from the
upstanding shaft when the arm is arranged transversely
of the vehicle, a mail box mounted upon the free end
of the arm, said generally horizontal arm being returned
to a position generally parallel with and spaced from
the road bed when the upstanding shaft descends and is
turned upon its longitudinal axis in an opposite direction.

9. A vertically movable vehicle wheel operated presser
foot adapted to be arranged near and spaced from one
side of a road bed, an upstanding supporting element
disposed outwardly of and spaced from the presser foot,
an upstanding shaft mounted upon said supporting -ele-
ment and having its upper end adapted to be arranged
near the elevation of the top of said vehicle, a horizontal
rock shaft extending between the presser foot and the
upstanding shaft, means operated by the presser- foot to
turn the rock shaft, means operated by the rock shaft to
raise the upstanding shaft, means to turn the upstanding
shaft upon its longitudinal axis when it is moved longi-
tudinally, a generally horizontal arm mounted upon the
‘upper end of the upstanding shaft and having a portion
adapted to be arranged at an elevation above the top
'of said vehicle, said arm when arranged transversely of
the vehicle extending from the upstanding shaft to the
presser foot and extending from the presser foot to the
driver’s seat side of said vehicle which side is remote
from the upstanding shaft, and a mail box mounted upon
the free end of said arm.
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