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Application fled Fune 21,

This invention relates to improvements in
chairs,

One of the objects of the present inven-
tion is to provide an improved chair of sim-
ple and r1gid construction and which may
be readily folded up.

Another object is to provide an improved
chair which is provided with detachable
rocker clements whereby the chair may be
readily converted into a rocker or stationary
chair,

Other objects and advantages will herein-
atter appear,

For the purpose of llustrating the inven-
tion, one embodiment thereof ig shown in
the drawings, in which,

Figure 11s 2 side elevational view of the
improved chair;

Hig. 2 is a front elevational view, looking
toward the left in Fig, 1;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view,
taken from Fig, 1; _

Fig, 4 is a sectional view, taken on the
line 4—4 in Fig, 3; B

Fig. 5 is o view similar to Fig. 2, show-
ing the improved chair partly folded; and

Fig. 6 is o detail perspective view of one
of the parts.

The improved chair comprises, in gen-
eral, the side frames 10 and 11, the foldable
stool 12 arranged therebetween and the
rocker elements 18 and 14 attached to the
legs of the side #rames in the manner here-
inafter explained.

The stool 12 comprises the two
crossed legs i5 and 16
intermediate their

pair of
pivotally connected
ends for folding one
upon the other by means of rivets or other
suitable means 17 and 18, respectively, and
the flexible seat 19 of fabric material, the
latter being connected in any suitable man-
ner to the cross members 20 and 21 secured
to the upper ends of legs 15 and 16.

The side frames 10 and 11 disposed on op-
posite sides of the foldable stool 12 are
identical in construction and include the
front vertical legs 22 and 23 to which the
lower ends of the stool legs 15 are connected
by means of the bolts or rivets 24 and 25,
The side frames include, further, rear verti-
cal legs 26 to which the lower ends of the
stool legs 16 are pivotally connected by bolts
or rivets 27. The frame legs 22 and 23 are
made of flat metal strip and are bent back
upon themselves at their respective lower
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ends, as shown, to form the eyelets 28 and
29, the rear legs 26 of these frames being
also made of flat metal strip and bent bacl
upon themselves at their respective lower
ends to form similay eyelets 30.

In further regard to the side frame 10,
the flat strip forming leg 22 is bent over at
4 right angle to the latter, as shown in Fig.
1, to provide a horizontal arm portion 31,
the strip then being bent asbruptly upwardly
to provide the upstanding portion 22 bent
bacle upon itselt ut the upper end to form
the eyelet 83, The flat strip forming the
rear leg 26 of frame 10 is continued up-
wardly and bentg rearwardly at a slighs
angle, as shown, to provide the upstanding
portion 34 arranged parallel to portion 89,
A reenforcing strip 85 is Interposed bebwoen
and secured to portions 82 and 34, as well
as to the leg 26 at the point 36, by any suit-
able means such as eleciric welding.,  An
arm rest 37 may be secured to the horizontal
portion 81 by means of rivets 38,

For the purpose of respiorcing the side
frame 10, a triangular-shaped frame 38,
made of a single piece of fiat metal strip
with the ends 40 thereot abutting at 41, may
be arranged as shown in Fig. 1 and clectri-
cally welded at 42 to leg 22 and at 48 to the
lower end of the reenforcing strip or por-
tion 35. An inverted U-shaped brace 44 ¢f
flat metal strip is arranged as shown with
its high portion 45 electrically welded to the
abutting ends 40 of frame 39, the ends 48
of the brace being electrically welded to ths
lower ends of legs 92 and 926 A horizontal
bracing meraber 47 may be arranged as
shown with its ends 48" bent downwardly

and electrically welded to ends 46, The side

o
S

frame 11 being identical in construction to g

side frame 10 just described in detail, no de-
tail showing and description of frame 11 is
deemed to be necessary.

~The rocker element 13 is made of angle
iron and is L-shape in cross section, and
comprises the base 49 and the upstanding
flange 50 provided with openings for re-
celving the bolts 51 and 52 for the purpose
hereinafter explained. L-shape brackets 53
are arranged as shown in Fig. 4, and se-
cured to base 49 in any suitable manner such
as by electric welding, these braciets being
provided with upstanding lugs 54 provided
with apertures 55 registering with the open-
ings in flange 50 to also receive bolis 51 and
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59. As more clearly shown in Figs. 3 and
4, the lower ends of the frame legs 22 and
96 seat on brackets 53 and are disposed be-
tween flange 50 of the rocker element and
lugs 54 of brackets 53, the eyelets 28 and 30
registering with the openings or. apertures
in flange 50 and lugs 54 for receiving bolts
51 and 52, whereby the latter provide means
for holding legs 22 and 26 and rocker ele-
ment 13 in assembled relation, removal of
bolts 51 and 52 and their associated nuts 56
permitting of ready removal of the rocker
element 13, the eyelets 28 and 30 then engag-
ing the ground or floor and providing cast-
ers for the chair.

The rocker element 14 is identical in con-
struction to rocker element 13 just described
and is secured by means of the bolts 57 to
the lower ends of legs 23 and 26 of side
frame 11 in the same manner as rocker ele-
ment 13 is secured to the respective lower
ends of legs 22 and 26 of the side frame 10.

A piece of fabric material 58" may be se-
cured at one end to the portions 32, 34 and
35 of side frame 10 and at its other end to
the corresponding portions of side frame

'11, as shown, to provide a back rest, the

piece 58’ being arranged to become taut
sithultaneously with the seat 19 of the fold-
able ‘stool 12.

From the foregoing it will be apparent
that upon spreading or movement of the
side frames 10 and 11 away from each other
the stool 12 interposed between the latter
and connected thereto in the manner de-
scribed will unfold, as shown in Fig. 2,
further spreading of the side frames being

‘prevented when seat 19 and the back piece

58’ become taut. In folding up the chair,
the side frames 10 and 11 are moved toward
each other, as shown in Fig. 5, this move-
ment of the side frames together being ac-
companied by folding of the stool 12 be-
tween the latter. In Fig. 5 the chair is
shown as partly folded, but it will be under-
stood that the side frames 10 and 11 are

‘moved as close together as possible to cause

complete folding of stool 12 with its legs
15 and 16 folded one upon the other.

For the purpose of preventing spreading
of side frames 10 and 11 when the chair is
unfolded and in use, links 57 are arranged
as shown and pivotally connected by means
of bolts or.rivets 58 to the front frame legs
99 and 23, the inner ends of these links be-
ing provided with slots 59 receiving pins 60
fixed in the stool legs 15 at points above
their pivotal connection 17. Similar links
61 are pivotally connected to the rear frame
legs 26 by the rivets or bolts 62, with their
inner slotted ends connected to the stool
legs 16 by pins 63 similar to pins 60.

The arrangement is such that when the
chair is unfolded, as shown in Fig. 2, pins
60 engage the outer ends of slots 59 to pre-
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vent spreading of side frames 10 and 11
The cross pieces 20 and 21 engage the side
frames 10 and 11, respectively, simultane-
ously with engagement of pins 60 with the
outer ends of slots 59, the side frames being
thereby rigidly held against any lateral
movement, the cross pieces 20 and 21 acting
to prevent inward movement of the side
frames and the links 57 acting to prevent
outward or spreading movement of the same.
As shown in Fig. 5, upon folding of the
chair the links 57 and 61 swing upwardly
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against the frame legs 22, 28 and 26, the

pins 60 and 62 fixed in the stool legs sliding
along the slots in the outer ends of the
links to permit of this action, the pin-and-
slot connections compensating for any slight
irregularities in the chair parts and per-
mitting of movement of the side frames
close together and complete folding of stool
12 therebetween.

From the foregoing it will be seen that an
improved chair has been provided which is
simple and rigid in construction, which may
be readily folded and unfolded, and which
may be converted from a rocker to a sta-
tionery chair, or vice versa.

One embodiment of the invention has been
shown and described, but of course various
changes may be made in the size, shape and
arrangement of the parts without departing
from the spirit of the invention or the scope
of the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. In a foldable chair of ‘the character
described, a stool having crossed legs piv-
otally connected intermediate their ends for
folding one upon the other, cross members
connected to the upper ends of said legs and
a flexible seat secured to the cross members,
supporting side frames disposed on opposite
sides of said stool and including vertical
legs to which the lower ends of the stool legs
are pivotally connected, the stool legs be-
ing provided at Eoints above their pivotal
connection with fixed pins, and links each
pivotally connected at one-end thereof to
one of the frame legs, the other respective
ends of said links being provided with slots
receiving said pins, the outer ends of said
slots engaging said pins upon unfolding of
the stool and side frames to hold the latter
against spreading beyond a predetermined
amount, said pins having a sliding fit in
said slots to permit of movement together
of said frames and simultaneous folding of
said stool therebetween, the cross members
engaging the side frames to limit inward
movement of the side frames when the chair
is set up and in use.

2. In a foldable chair of the character de-
seribed, a stool having crossed legs piv-
otally connected intermediate their ends for
folding one upon the other and a flexible

95

100

104

1K

11

12

iz

seat secured to the respective upper ends of -
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said legs, supporting side frames dis sed
on oppgsite sli)c%;os of gaid stool and in_chl1)3in
vertical legs to which the lower ends of the
stool legs are pivotally connected, and means
- cooperable with said stool and frame legs
when said chair is unfolded to hold said
frames against spreading beyond a prede-

3

termined amount, said means including links

slot connections,

g secured to certain of said legs by pin-and-

10

In witness whereof, I hereto affix my -

signature.

NEWTON N. BROWN.



