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To all whom 7t may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY JOHNSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Detroit,
in the county of Wayne and State of Michi-

5 gan, have invented certain new and usefunl
Improvements in Folding Tables,of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

The invention relates to folding tables, and

1o has for its special object the obtaining of a

construetion which when in position for use
forms a strong and rigid strueture, said table
being capable of being folded compaetly.

It iz a further objeet to give a symmetrical

15 appearance to the table.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in the construetion hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed. '

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

20 view of the table looking from beneath the
same. Fig.2isalongitudinalsection through
the table in folded position. Fig. 3 is a simi-
lar section through a portion of the table,
showing the leg-frames folded, but not turned

25 down. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of some

of the parts detached.

A isa table-top which, as shown, is of rec-
tangular form, but which may be of any de-
sired configuration.

B representsside rails depending from the
top A near the opposite edges thereof and
rigidly secured thereto. Each of these rails
is provided on its inner face with a longitu-
dinally-extending slot @, which at one end
35 terminates in & segmental portion b.

Cand (' are leg-trames, each comprising an
upper connecting cross-bar or rail D and a
pairof legs E. The latter are preferably pro-
vided with square upper ends, which are

40 gained to receive the cruss-bars D.  The leg-
frame C is adapsed to fit within the frame €',
and thetwo framesarecentrally pivotally con-
nected together by a cross-bar F. The gains

30

in the legs E are also so arranged that the
45 eross-bars D will be upon opposite sides of
the leg-frames, thus permitting said frames

to fold into substantially the same plane.
Each of the cross-bars D has formed cen-
trally, at opposite ends thereof, a projecting
50 pin ¢c. Thepins c are adapted to engage with

thelongitudinalslots ¢in theside rails B,while

‘the pins on the frame C’ are adapted to en-~

gage with correspondingly-shaped apertures

d at the eenter of the segment b. The effect -
of .this construection is that the frame C'is 55
pivotally connected to the side.rails B, while
the frame Cisadapted toslide longitudinally

of said rail until it is folded into the planeof
the frame C'. After this both frames may be
turned down into parallelism with the table- 6o
top, the pins of the frame Ctraveling through
the segmental slot b.

From the abovedescriptionit will be under-
stood that the table when folded will have its
leg-frames stored within the space between 65
the side rails B, the two leg-frames lying in
substantially the same plane. In opening
out the table both leg-frames are first drawn
up to extend perpendicular from the table-
top, which movement will cause the pins on jo
the frame C to travel through the segmental
portion of the slot. The twoframes may then
be spread apart, said pins on the frame C
traveling through the longitudinal portion o
of the slot until the opposite end is reached. 75
Here further movement is arrested, and the
eross-bars D are held in a position where they
are complementary to the side rails B and
give the table a symmetrical appearance.

As the side rails B are rigidly secured to 8o

‘the table-top and the cross-bars D are firmly

connected thereto by the pins ¢, a strong
structure will be formed. This structure is
also a rigid oue, by reason of the fact that the
cross-bars D are wortised into the legs and 85
securely conuected thereto. These ecross-
bars, in connection with the central across-bar
F, will thus form rigid frames, which will hold
the table from lateral vibration. ‘
What I claim as my invention is— .
1. Afoldingtablecomprisinga top, depend-
ing side rails rigidly secured thereto, a pair
of leg-frames centrally pivotally eonnected to
each other, and each being provided with a
connecting cross-bar between the upper end 95
of its legs, suid eross-bars being arranged
upon opposite sides of said frame to permit
of folding the frame iuto substantially the
same plane, the opposite ends of one cross-
bar being pivoted in said siderails, and guides 1co

[¢1¢]




10

15

2

on said rails with which the ends of the other
bar have a sliding engagement, said guides
having a lopgitudinal portion to permit of
first folding the frames together and a seg-
mental portion to permit of then turninginto
parallelism with the top.

2. A foldingtable,comprisingatop,depend-
ingsiderailsrigidly secured thereto each hav-
ing a longitudinally-extending slot in its in-
ner face terminating in a segmental portion,
a pair of leg-frames fitting between said side
rails and centrally pivotally connected to fold
into the same plane, pintles projecting frowm
one of said frames and engaging said slots in
said side rails, and a pivotal connection be-
tween the other frame and said rails at the
center of the segmental portions of said slot.

3. Afoldingtablecomprisinga top,depend-
ing side rails rigidly secured thereto and each
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provided with a longitudinally - extending
slot terminating in a segmental portion and
a round socket at the center of said segment
a pair of leg-frames each comprising a vair
of legs and bars connecting the upper ends
thereof, said bars being arranged upon oppo-
site sides of the frames and having project-
ing pintles formed centrally at opposite ends,
the pintles of one bar being adapted to slid-
ingly engage in said slot and those of the
other bar to pivotally engage with said round
sockets, for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
M. B. ODOGHERTY,
H. C. SmiTH.
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