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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to a mute holder, and 
it is one object of the invention to provide a 
device of this character by means of which a 
nute may be held above the strings of a violin 
between the bridge and the tail piece where it 
may be conveniently reached when needed, and 
easily replaced after being removed from the 
bridge. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

Struct the mute holder that it may be applied to 
the strings and firmly supported between two 
strings with its mute gripping jaws projecting 
upwardly in position to receive the mute between 
them and frictionally grip the mute to hold it in 
an upright position. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

the mute holder with a base portion so formed 
that when it is disposed between two strings of 
a violin, the strings will be received in grooves at 
Opposite sides of the base and engage rubber 
linings for the grooves, thus permitting the base 
to be easily shifted along the strings, but at the 
Same time causing frictional grip which will 
hold the device in a set position between the 
bridge and the tail piece of the violin. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

the device With jaws having their mute engag 
ing faces so padded that the mute will be firmly 
gripped when in place, but may be very easily 
inserted or removed during playing of the violin. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a mute holder Which is very simple in construc 
tion, easy to apply to strings of a violin, and 
adapted to be firmly but shiftably held in a set 
position between the bridge and the tail piece. 

he invention is illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the in 
proved mute holder in use; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the mute 
holder applied to Strings of a violin; 

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the mute holder; 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modified form 

of mute holder. 
The mute holder constituting the subject mat 

ter of this invention is adapted to be applied to 
the strings of a violin or similar stringed in 
strument 2 and supported between certain of 
the strings intermediate the bridge 3 and the 
tail piece 4. The mute 5 is of a conventional 
construction and When in use is applied in strad 
dling relation to the bridge in the usual manner 
to mute the instrument. During playing of a 
violin, it is often necessary to quickly apply or 
remove the mute and the holder is so constructed 

(C. 84-311) 
that it may be applied to the strings and mount 
ed in such a position that the mute may be 
quickly grasped and removed, and also very easily 
returned to the holder after being removed from 
the bridge. 
This mute holder. has a base 6 of such width 

that it may be fitted between strings of the 
violin by slightly Springing the strings apart and 
forcing the base downwardly between and into 
position for the strings to engage opposite side 
edge faces of the base, and enter grooves 
formed therein. The grooves are lined With 
rubber 8 which may be formed of rubber tubing 
severed longitudinally and glued or otherwise 
held firmly in the grooves. By lining the grooves 
with rubber the portions of the strings engaged 
in the grooves will be frictionally gripped and 
the base will be firmly held in place and pre 
vented from shifting longitudinally along the 
strings, or slipping vertically out of place be 
tween the StringS. 
Jaws 9 and 0 extend upwardly from the 

base at an incline, as shown in Figure 2 and to 
the inner faces of these jaws are glued or other 
wise firmly secured pads and 2, while an 
other pad 3 is carried by the base between the 
jaws. These pads are of yieldable material, Such 
as cork, felt, or sponge rubber, and when the 
mute is set in place between the jaws, it Will rest 
upon the pad 3 and be firmly gripped by the 
pads and 2. Therefore, it will be friction 
ally gripped and held between the jaWS, but may 
be easily and quickly removed. When needed, and 
also easily replaced after being removed from 
the bridge. The fact that the jaWS project up 
wardly from the base disposes them in such posi 
tion over the strings that the mute may be easily 
fitted between them and the fact that they ex 
tend at an incline also assists in permitting a 
mute to be easily moved into place between the 
jaws and thrust between the pads and 2. 

he jaw 0 has been shown formed with a 
dovetailed tongue 4 at its bottom which is en 
gaged in an undercut groove or recess 5 formed 
in the base and it is to be understood that the 
jaw 9 may be secured to the base in link man 
ner, or the two jaws united by a web which, to 
gether with the lower ends of the jaws, is en 
gaged in the groove in the base. If so desired, 
the jaws may be formed integral With the base 
as shown in Figure 4, and referring to this fig 
lure, it will be seen that the base has been shown 
elongated and projecting from the jaw O for 
approximately half its length. This elongated 
base extends between the strings of the violin 
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a greater distance than the base of the holder 
shown in Figures 1 and 2, and consequently, will 
be inore firmly gripped and held in place be 
tween the strings. 

It should also be noted that instead of de 
pending upon the grooves and their rubber lin 
ings to hold the device in place between the 
strings, there may be provided clips carried by 
the base in position to engage the strings and 
hold the base firmly in place between the same. 
While I have shown the preferred embodiment 

of niny invention, it is to be understood that val 
iOS changes in the sizes, shapes and arrange 
ment of parts inay be resorted to Without de 
parting from the Spirit of the invention and the 
scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed, is: 

1. A milite holder attachment for violins con 
piising a base member for disposition between 
a pair of adjacent Strings of a violin between the 
bridge and tail piece and frictionally gripped 
fron opposite sides and Supported by said ad 
jacent strings, Spaced jaws extending upwardly 
from said base member, and pads carried by the 
inner opposed faces of the jaws to removably re 
ceive and hold a mute thereibetween. 

2. A mute holder attachment for violins com 

2,184,790 
prising a base member for disposition between 
a pair of adjacent strings of a violin between 
the bridge and tail piece thereof, the opposite 
Side edge faces of the base member being formed 
With longitudinally extending string receiving 
grooves, linings for said grooves formed of soft 
elastic material for frictional gripping engage 
Innent with said pair of adjacent Strings to hold 
the member in place between the aforesaid pair 
of adjacent strings, and a pair of spaced jaws 
extending upwardly from said base member for 
longitudinally mounting a mute in an upright 
position on the base between said spaced jaws. 

3. A mute holder attachment for violins com 
prising a base member for disposition between a 
pair of adjacent strings of a violin between the 
bridge and tail piece thereof and Supported be 
tWeen and by the said pair of strings, spaced 
ja:WS extending upwardly from said base for 
Supporting a, nute therebetween in an upright 
position Over the base, one of Said jaWS having 
itS lower end formed With a depending dovetailed 
portion, said base being formed with an under 
cult groove for receiving the tongue portion on 
the aforesaid jaw whereby the aforesaid jaw is 
eInovably imounted on the base. 

LINO BARTOL. 
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