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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,617,849 

ELECTRIC OUTLET MOLDING WITF 
MOVABLE OUTLET 

Edward N. Wright and Richard S. Wright, 
Northampton, Mass. 

'Application October 19, 1949, Serial No. 122,282 
2. Claims, 

The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in electric outlet moldings and 
imore particularly-to-air olding strip for continue 
ous electric outlets whereby one or more elec 
tric extension cords may be plugged into a cir 
*Cuitina, desired location along a wall. 
An important object of the invention is to 

provide an electric outlet molding constructed 
to receive a sliding electric socket or receptacle 
for one or more electric plugs. 
Another object is to provide concealed con 

aductors in the molding to eliminate danger of 
Shock by objects coming into contact with the 
moldings. 
A further object is to provide a device of this 

character of simple and practical construction, 
Which is efficient and reliable in use, neat and 
attractive in appearance, relatively inexpensive 
:to manufacture, and otherwise well adapted for 
the purposes for Which the Same is intended. 

Other objects and advantages reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more 
fully hereinafter described and claired, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings 
forming part hereof, wherein like numerals refer 
to like parts throughout, and in Which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective View; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary group per 

Spective View of the terminal end plate for the 
conductors of the molding; 
Figure 3 is a similar view of one of the cen 

ter connectors, and terminals and cover plate 
therefor; 

Figures 4 and -5 are: Sectional views taken re 
spectively on the lines-A- and 5-5 of Figure 1; 3 

Figure6 is an enlarged group perspective view 
'of one of the units of the siding double Socket 
or receptacle; 

Figure it is an enlarged fragmentary perspec 
itive view. Of one of the resilient contacts for 
the-double receptacle; 

Figure 8 is a diagram of the arrangement of 
the units for the double receptacle, 

Figure 9 is a rear elevational view of the slid 
ing socket or receptacle, With the Socket unit 
removed; 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the meeting ends of one of the molding strips 
showing the terminals for the conductors; and 

Figure 11 is a fragmentary group perspective 
view of one of the terminals and connectors. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, 
wherein for the purpose of illustration, I have 
disclosed a preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion, the numerals 3 and 4 designate a pair of 

(C. 

O 

5 

30 

40 

55 

i3-334.) 
2 

molding Sections each composed of a rear elon 
gated conductor support 5 and a front elongated 
Conductor Support 6, both constructed of suitable 
insulation material and secured to a Wall in as 
Sembled relation by screws or other Suitable fas 
teners and enclosed in a channeled cover 8 
having inwardly curved fanges 9 spaced from 
the Supports at their upper and lower edges as 
Well as from the front of the front support 6. 
Upper and lower channels. and f is are formed 
at the confronting portion of the upper and 
OWer edges Of Supports ... and 5 and in Which 
conductor strips 2 and 3; are Suitably secured. 
The ends of the conductors at the Outer end 

of one of the molding sections, are formed with 
apertured toilgues 4 which project beyond the 
ends of the supports 5 and 6 to form terminals 
which are attached to terminals i5 by Screws 
6 which also attach circuit wires to the 
Connected terminals. The terminals fs are se 
Cuired to the inner side of an end molding plate 
f8 by an insulation block i3 and a cover plate 
29 for the terminals is secured to the end mold 
ing plate 8 by a Screw 2. 
At the meeting ends of the molding Sections 

the conductors 2 and 3 are formed with aper 
tured channels or clips 22 behind the front sup 
port 6 having a headed Allen type terminal screw 
22d threaded into the clip through an opening 
22b in front Support 6. A connector plate 23 is 
forked or bifurcated at one end, as shown at 23a. 
for sliding into the clip 22 and connected to the 
Screw 22a of one meeting end of the molding 
Strip and the connector is provided with an 
Opening 23t at its other end for attaching to 
the terminal Screw at the other meeting end of 
the molding strip. 
A SOcket or receptacle body 25 is formed with 

a channeled rear face 26 having inturned lips 
or flanges 27 engaged in the upper and lower 
channels and it of the Supports 5 and 6 to 
slidably hold the receptacle body on the front 
of front support 6 and behind the flanges 9 of 
COWer 8. 
Upper and lower socket units 28 and 29 are 

Carried at the channeled rear face 26 of re 
ceptacle body 25, each unit being of similar con 
Struction and accordingly a detailed description 
of one will suffice for both. 
Each Socket unit 28 or 29 comprises a U 

shaped conductor strip 30 recessed in longitu 
dinal grooves 25a in channeled rear face 26 and 
having arcuate arms 3 projecting laterally from 
One edge of the Strip at each end thereof and 
embodied in receptacle body 25. A screw 32 
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passes through an opening 33 in each arm and 
is threaded into one end of a sleeve or hollow 
rivet 34 which has its other end upset in an Open 
ing 35 at the central portion of a U-shaped re 
silient contact clip 36 recessed in the receptacle 
body 25 and aligned with an opening 3 in an 
insulation plate 38 secured to the front face of 
receptacle body 25. 
A third arcuate arm 39 also projects laterally 

from the central portion of strip 30 at its edge 
opposite from arms 3 and is formed with a Sup 
port 40 embedded in one of the flanges 27 and 
projecting therefrom into an adjacent channel 
O or f. A pair of bendable tongues 4 are 
formed at the end of support 40 and are inserted 
through a central opening 42 in a resilient con 
tact shoe 43 to slidably hold the same on the 
support against the tension of a coil spring 44 
positioned between contact shoe 43 and flange 27. 
The ends 5 of contact shoe 43 are inclined out 
Wardly and curved rearwardly and are held in 
effective wiping contact with one of the conduc 
tors 2 or 3 by spring 44. 
A jumper wire 46 connects contact shoe 43 with 

support 40 to provide an effective electric con- : 
nection therebetween. 
The upper and lower units 28 and 29 are ar 

ranged in receptacle body 25 with their contact 
shoes 43 opposed, as shown in Figure 8, for COn 
tacting the upper and lower conductor strips 2 
and 3 respectively and with the contact clips 
36 at the ends of one unit properly spaced with 
respect to the contact clips of the other unit to 
provide a pair of outlet SocketS or contactS for 
the prongs of a pair of electric plugs (not shown) 
which may be plugged in the sliding receptacle 
body 25. 

In the operation of the device, channel cover 
member 8 With the conductor SupportS 5 and 6 
therein, is secured to a wall 47 and the wires i 
of the house circuit connected to the terminals 
5 and to which the terminals 4 of the conduc 

tors 2 and 3 are in turn Connected. 
Cover plate 2 is removed for this purpose and 

which also exposes One end of conductor Sup 
ports 5 and 6 for placing one or more of the 
Socket or receptacle bodies 25 in position for 
sliding under lips 9 of cover 8 and with the re 
silient contact shoes 43 of the upper and lower 
contacts units 28 and 29 Sliding in the upper and 
lower channels ) and of conductor Supports 5 
and 6 in contact With the conductors 2 and 
3. The receptacle body 25 may then slide in 
the channeled cover 8 of the molding strip to 
place the body 25 in a desired location in the 
room and into which one or more electric plugs 
may then be inserted. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the 
device will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this art. A more detailed description is accord 
ingly deemed unnecessary. 
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4. 
It is to be understood, however, that even 

though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the scope of the appended claims. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as new is: 

1. An electric outlet comprising a Wall attached 
molding including a channeled COVer, an in Su 
lation strip in said cover having longitudinal top 
and bottom edge channels, conductor strips ex 
tending along the bottoms of said channels, an 
elongated channeled electric plug receiving socket 
slidably fitting on the insulation strip under the 
cover and in said channels in straddling relation 
to said strip, said socket being provided with a 
row of front openings for plug prongs in the 
longitudinal center of the plug, a pair of U 
shaped conductor units embedded in the channel 
of Said socket on Opposite sides of the longitu 
dinal center thereof with end prong gripping 
clips extending into alternate openings of the 
rOW, and contact shoes carried by said conductor 
unitS intermediate the ends thereof and extend 
ing into said channels into sliding engagement 
With Said Conductor strips. 

2. An electric outlet comprising a wall attached 
insulation strip having longitudinal top and bot 
ton edge channels, conductor strips in said chan 
nels, an elongated channeled electric plug receiv 
ing Socket slidably fitting on the insulation strip 
and in Said channels in straddling relation to said 
Strip, Said Socket being provided with a row of 
front Openings for plug-in prongs in the longitu 
dinal Center thereof, a pair of U-shaped conduc 
tor units embedded in the channel of said socket 
On Opposite Sides of the longitudinal center there 
of With end prong gripping clips extending into 
alternate Openings of the row, and contact shoes 
carried by Said units intermediate the ends there 
of and extending into said channels into sliding 
engagement with said conductor strips. 
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