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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frep ErviN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Van
Metre, in the county of Lyman and State
of South Dakota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Nails, of
which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to certain
new and useful improvements in tacks or
fastening members such as are designed to
be employed for securing roofing material
or the like in position, the object of the in-
vention. being “to provide a tack of this
character which is formed with a compara-
tively large head portion and embodies
novel features of construction whereby the
roofing paper or like material is engaged
over a comparatively large area.thereof so
as to minimize the possibility or danger
of tearing the same.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a tack of this character which can
be readily formed of wire or similar mate-
rial, and which is peculiarly constructed so
that a number of the tacks can be driven in
series, the head portions of the tacks en-
gaging each other to provide a substan-
tially continuous strip or chain which fits
against the outer surface of the roofing
paper or like material being held in posi-
tion.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel combi-

nations and arrangements of the parts as

will more fully appear as the description
proceeds, the novel features thereof being
pointed out in the appended claims.

For a full understanding of the inven-
tion, reference is to be had to the follow-
ing description and accompanying drawing,
in which-— :

Figure 1 is a top plan view showing a
series of the tacks driven in position for
holding a sheet of roofing felt or the like
against a base member, Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1, Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view
of one of the tacks, Fig. 4 is a detail view
showing one of the tacks partially driven
into position, and Fig. 5 is a detail perspec-
tive view of one of the tacks, showing the
serrations upon the shank thereof.
--Corresponding and like parts are referred

. to in the following description and indi-
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cated in all the views of the drawings by
the same reference characters,

Specifically describing the present em-
bodiment of the invention, the numeral 1
designates a board or base member to
which sheets 2 of roofing felt or like ma-
terial are to be secured.

The tacks may be readily formed of
spring wire and each comprises a shank 3
and a head portion A, the .shank being
adapted to be driven-into the board 1 in
the usual manner, while the head A pro-
jects overtthe paper 2 so as to hold the same
against the board. This head A comprises
an arm 4 which projects laterally from the
upper end of the shank 3, and a ring or
loop 5 at the free end of the arm 4, the
said arm 4 and loop 5 being disposed in a
plane at substantially right angles to the
shank 38, before the tacks are driven into
position. A crimped portion 6 is provided
at the junction of the arm 4 and shank 3,
the said crimped portion projecting up-
wardly and being adapted to receive the
loop of an adjacent tack, thereby enabling
the tacks to be driven in series, as indicated
by Figs. 1 and 2. The shank 3 is roughened
or serrated as indicated at 7, and the end of
the shank is pointed at 8. This pointed end
is produced by a bevel which extends away
from the head A. When the tack is driven
in position, the beveled end 8 thereof will
tend to deflect the shank 3 away from the
head A and will thereby swing the looped
portion 5 of the head downwardly into en-
gagement with the outer surface of the
paper 2 before the tack is entirely driven
home. The resiliency of the wire will thus
be brought into play and the head A caused
to hold the sheets 2 of paper against the
board or base 1 with a spring action. The
roughened sides or serrations 7 of the shanl

3 will cause the same to frictionally en-

gage the board 1 so that the tack can not be
accidentally drawn out of position. When
the tacks are driven in series, the crimped
portion 6 of each tack engages the ring 5
of the adjacent tack, so as to provide a
substantially continuous chain or strip ex-
tending along the outer surface of the paper
sheets 2, thereby holding the paper se-
curely in position and minimizing the
danger of tearing the same. When the
tacks are driven in series, the loop 5 of
one of the end tacks would be suitably
anchored as by means of a staple 9, while
the crimped portion 6 of the opposite end
tack would be engaged by one side of a

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

106

110




10

15

20

ring 10 which ‘is similar in size and shape
to the rings 5 of the tack. The opposite
side of the ring 10 would be anchored by a
staple 11. These rings 5 and 10 extend
over-a comparatively large surface of the
paper so as to hold the paper securely in
position without danger of the paper being
torn.

Having thus described the invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is:— ~

1. A tack formed of vresilient material
and including a shank, and a head project-
ing laterally from one end of the shank,
the opposite end of the shank being beveled
away from the head and pointed, the said
beveled formation of the point serving to
deflect the same from the head when the
tack is driven in position so as to cause the
head to have a resilient action for clamping
paper or the like in position.

2. A tack formed from a single strip of
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spring wire and including a shank, a lat-

eral arm projecting from one end of the

shank, and a loop at the end of the lateral
arm, a crimped portion being pro-
vided at the -junction of the shank
and lateral arm and the Ilateral arm
and loop being disposed in a plane at sub-
stantially right angles to the shank, while
the free end of the shank is pointed by
beveling the same away from the lateral
arm and loop whereby when the tack is
driven in position the point will be de-
flected away from the lateral arm and. loop
and the loop caused to have a spring action
for 'clamping paper or the like against the
support.

In testimony whereof I affix my. signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

FRED ERVIN.
Witnesses:
Awmy F. CALLIHAN,
Wirriam O. Brown.
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