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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN A. THOMAS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Mc 
Keesport, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Reversible 
Railway-Rails; and I do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which it pertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing, which forms a 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates to an improved rever 

sible railway rail, and consists in certain de 
tails of construction as will be fully described 
hereinafter. 
To construct a railway rail in accordance 

with my invention, I form, by means of suit 
able rolls a rail, consisting of a central por 
tion 6, forming a tread with the central lon 
gitudinal groove 5. Formed integral with 
the central portion 6 are two outwardly ex 
tending flanges 1 and 2, which make a rail 
capable of being used in two different posi 
tions. 

In the accompanying drawing the figure is 
a perspective view of my improved rail. 

In operation, this construction of a rail is 
adapted for use on street car tracks, and the 
two flanges 1-2 may be used separately. 
When the tread l has been worn out the rail is 
arranged end for end and the other tread 2 
used until worn out, thereby extending the 
life of the rail. 
My invention consists of a rail having two 

treads on the one side divided by a groove 5, 
thereby forming a rail that will give double 
the service of the rails now in common use. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
A reversible railway rail comprising the 

thick grooved central portion and the two lat 
eral flanges, said thickened portion project 
ing from only one face of the rail, the other 
face being plain, and free from depending 
projections substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

hereunto affix my signature this 14th day of 
April, A. D. 1893. - 

BENJAMIN A. THOMAS. L. S. 
In presence of 

ALBERT J. WALKER, 
M. E. HARRISON. 
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