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To all whom it may concern: 
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Be it known that I, MARIE LOUISE PER 
ROTTET, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Cor 
set-Shields, of which the following is a speci 
fication, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, forming a part thereof, in 
which similarletters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts. 
This invention relates to corset-shields, the 

object thereof being to provide a shield of this 
character which is soft to the touch, which 
readily conforms undera comparatively slight 
pressure to the shape of the Wearer, and which 
is also extremely simple in its construction, 
while at the same time it is very durable in use. 
A further object of the invention is to fur 

nish a corset-shield so constructed that it 
will constitute not only a protection to the 
wearer from the corset by preventing the hard 
corset-steels from pressing directly on the per 
son of such wearer and by preventing the 
sharp and sometimes jagged ends of such 
steels, when the same are broken, engaging 
the body or clothing, but will also constitute 
a protection to the corset from the wearer by 
absorbing perspiration and thereby prevent 
ing the rusting of the corset-steels and the 
consequent breakage thereof frequently due 
to this cause only, while at the same time 
such shield will act as a reinforcing means 
to the corset both when in perfect condition 
and also when the steels thereof have become 
broken through any cause, so that the corset 
need not be thrown aside, but can be worn 
as usual without injurious results or any 
diminution of comfort. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing part of this specification, Figure 1 is a 
front view of a portion of a corset, showing 
in dotted lines one form of this improved 
shield attached thereto. Fig. 2 is a view of 
one form of the shield detached. Fig. 3 is a 
cross-sectional view of such shield. Fig. 4 is 
an enlarged view of one form of this improved 
shield, a portion of the outer protecting ma 
terial being removed to show the inner pro 
tecting material and the disposition of the 
guard-wires. - - - s 

Similar characters of reference designate 

corresponding parts in the different figures 
of the drawings. 

I am aware that various constructions of 
shields have been used in connection with 

55 

corsets; but all of the shields of which I am . 
cognizant are hard to the touch, being con 
structed of resilient steels or like material 
covered by material substantially similar to 
that of which the corset itself is constructed, 
so that when in position the shield and cor 
set simply form a double corset throughout 
the size of the shield, requiring considerable 
pressure to bend them to the form and to main 
tain them in such position, whereas my im 
proved shield is constructed of substantially 
non-resilient wires covered with material en 
tirely dissimilar from that composing the cor 
set and is, unlike the usual corset material, 
extremely soft to the touch. One of the 
shields above referred to is constructed by 
securing woven-wire fabric intermediate two 
pieces of elastic textile material, such as 
stockinet, by gumming the same to the inner 75 
faces of the covering material, this wire fab 
ric being sometimes supplemented by steels 
or whalebones. This is very hard to the 
touch, its tendency being constantly to re 
turn to its normal position, especially when 
supplemented by steels or whalebones, thus 
requiring considerable force and pressure to 
conform it to the shape of the wearer. An 
other construction of shield is that in which 
a series. of comparatively wide and resilient 
steels or whalebones are secured intermediate 
two layers of material, such as webbing, said 
steels being curved in the direction of their 
length and applied to the corset at right 
angles to the direction of the corset-steels, 
This shield is likewise extremely hard to the 
touch and is merely a disposition of steels, 
similar to the corset-steels, transversely of the 
steels of such corset, thereby making what 
might be well designated a “double’ corset 
at the point of application. Owing to the 
construction of this shield it likewise requires 
considerable pressure to conform it to the 
shape. 

resilient material-such as whalebone, horn, 
or steel-is stitched between two layers of 
material and which strips of resilient mate 
rial are adapted to extend lengthwise from 

Another constructionisthat in which 
a series of short comparatively wide strips of 
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top to bottom of the corset. This construc 
tion is exactly similar to that last described, 
except that the steels are so attached to the 
corset that they will extend in parallelism 
With the steels of the corset instead of at 
right angles thereto. 

In the preferred form thereof herein shown 
and described my improved shield embodies 
a corset-steel guard of peculiar character, 
which consists of a series of separated and 
independent strips or wires IB of compara 
tively small diameter disposed side by side 
in parallelism with each other and relatively 
close together. These guard-wires B are sub 
stantially non-resilient and serve to give to 
the shield the natural shape of the body, and 
thus constitute what Iterm “pliable” or “set” 

25 

35 

45 

So 

55 

wires, since they preferably have compara 
tively little resiliency. These wires are 
formed of such material that they are very 
pliable, so that they will readily conform un 
der comparatively slight pressure to the shape 
of the Wearer and be maintained in such 
shape for any length of time, yet when the 
shield is readjusted they will require no 
greater pressure to make them conform to the 
new position or shape than they required in 
the first instance. In practice I have found 
that the wire which is best adapted for the 
purpose is that which is generally known as 
“picture-Wire,” which, being galvanized, will 
not rust and each strand of which is con 
structed of a series of fibers twisted and in 
terwoven together to form a substantially 
round surface. These wires are secured in po 
sition intermediate two superimposed layers 
of material, being completely covered there 
by, and carried in a series of pockets, one 
wire in each pocket. This material A, which 
I herein designate as the “inner protecting 
material,” may be of any suitable formation, 
but is preferably of that character which will 
stand considerable wear and is preferably of 
such tenacity that it will prevent the ends of 
the wires from working through. In prac 
tice I have found that leather-such, for in 
stance, as chamois-skin-is best adapted for 
this purpose, as this material is extremely 
pliable and soft to the touch, while at the 
same time it is very beneficial to the wearer. 
The wire-receiving pockets are preferably 
formed by folding the chamois-skin centrally 
of its length or breadth, according to the 
shaped shield desired, thereby forming two 
overlapping or Superimposed layers of mate 
rial, and then connecting such layers at in 
tervals by rows of stitching throughout its 
length or breadth, as the case may be, where 
by a series of separated wire-receiving pock 
ets are formed, each separate and independ 
ent from the other. After the insertion of 
the wires, which can be readily done at one 
end of the pockets, the unconnected edges of 
the two layers are united or sewed together, 
whereby the wires are completely inclosed in 
their pockets. By this construction it will 
be seen that the wires are disposed in posi 

tion relatively close together, but at the Same 
time each is separated from its companion 
wire. These guard-wires, together with their 
inclosing material, are then secured in posi 
tion in any suitable manner, preferably by 
stitching, between two outer layers of soft 
material C, the edges D of which may be 
bound in any desired or ornamental manner. 
This material, which I herein designate as the 
“outer protecting material, may be of any 
suitable formation adapted for the purpose; 
but I have found that the material best adapt 
ed to secure the results I desire to obtain is 
what is known as “Jaeger flannel,” which 
not only absorbs perspiration, but is also of 
great sanitary value. 
The shields so constructed in the manner 

above set forth are usually furnished in Sets, 
three to a set, so that they may be disposed 
in position inside the corset F, being usually 
sewed, although they may be otherwise Se 
cured thereto, one at each hip and one at the 
front of the waist of the wearer, as shown at 
E, Fig. 1. The shields may be disposed so 
that the wires will extend in parallelism with 
the steels of the corset, this being preferably 
the case when the shield is disposed at the 
front of the Waist, or they may be disposed 
so that the wires will extend at an angle to 
the steels of the corset, this being preferably 
the case when the shields are disposed at the 
hips of the Wearer. - 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the 

separated parallel wires are not only ex 
tremely pliable transversely of their length, 
but also permit of great pliability in the shield 
longitudinally of such wires, owing to their 
small diameter and their mode of disposi 
tion-that is to say, although the Wires are 
comparatively close together, yet, OWing to 
their small diameter and the mode of dispo 
sition thereof, each in a separate and inde 
pendent pocket, there remains a compara 
tively large amount of non-filled material be 
tween such wires, so that said shield is there 
fore very pliable longitudinally of and inter 
mediate such wires, said wires themselves, 
owing to their formation, and thereby the 
shield, being very pliable transversely of their 
length. It will thus be seen that by this con 
struction the shield is of greater pliability 
than it could possibly beif it were constructed 
of comparatively wide steels or whalebones, 
as each steel would take up considerable space 
widthwise, and having no longitudinal plia 
bility itself therefore the shield would have 
little pliability longitudinally of such steels. 
From the above it will be seen that these wires 
will furnish a guard against injury to the per 
son of the wearer in case of the breakage of 
the corset-steels, these being very resilient 
and usually of a high temper, so that when a 
corset-steel breaks the end thereof in Work 
ing through the fabric portion of the corset 
and through the outer layer of the shield will 
engage one or more of the guard-wires, which 
are relatively close together, and so be pre 
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vented from going through the shield. Fur 
thermore, owing to the use of a tenacious in 
ner protecting material the working through 
the shield of the steels is also retarded. That 
surface of the shield formed of the outer soft 
material which is next to the wearer serves 
to take upperspiration, which, together with 
the particular inner material set forth, pre 
vents the moisture from penetrating to the 
tempered plates or steels of the corset, and in 
that Way prevents that peculiar oxidation of 
the steels which, it is well known, weakens 
such steels and so leads to the breakage there 
of, and this in that part of the steels where 
such breakage is most objectionable as re 
gards comfort and also most dangerous. 

In conclusion, it will be seen that the shield 
is composed of material which is entirely dis 
similar to that of which corsets are usually 
constructed and is very soft to the touch as 
compared with such corset material, so that 
when in position it will constitute a means of , 
comfort as well as a protection to the wearer 
from the hard surface of the corset and from 

any broken steels, while at the same time, 
owing to its absorbent nature, will prevent 
the rusting of such steels and so increase the 
durability of the corset. 
I claim as my invention 
A corset-shield consisting of two inner su 

perimposed layers of soft protecting material 
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having a series of separated pockets; a series 
of parallel non-resilient pliable strips dis 
posed one in each of said pockets, and all ex 
tending in the same direction, and an outer 
covering of soft material completely inclosing 
said inner material and strips, whereby when 
the shield is bent the strips will retain said. 
shield in its bent position. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 17th 
day of October, 1895. 

MARIE LOUISE. PERROTTET. 
Witnesses: 

C. GERST, 
M. OPPENHE MER. 
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