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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wrrrzam H. SOUTH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bozeman, in the county of Gallatin and
State' of Montana, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Carpen-
ters’ Trestles, of which the following s a
specification.

This invention relates to carpenters tres-
tles which are foldable, and its object is to
provide a trestle of this kind which can be
folded into very small and compact form,
and. which, when unfolded for use, provides
a firm and rigid support.

This obJect is attained by means of a
novel combination and arrangement of
parts to Dbe hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the tres-
tle unfolded and set up ready for use. Fig.
2 is a cross-section on the line 2—2 of Fig.
1. Fig. 8 is a perspective view of one end
of the trestle inverted. Fig. 4 is a hori-
zontal section on the line 4—4 of Fig, 2
Fig. 5 is a cross-section on the line 5-—5 of
Fig. 1. Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section on
the line 6—6 of Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is an eleva-
tion of the trestle in folded position. Fig.
8 is a vertical section on the line 8—8 of
Fig. 4.

Referring specifically to the drawing, the
top beam or bar of the trestle is in two sec-
tions, the same being indicated at 10 and
11, respectively. The under side of the
sections are formed with a rib 12, so that
the sections are T-shaped in cross-section.
The sides of the rib are cut on a slant, so
that the ribs are given a dovetailed shape
in cross-section. The slant is outward from
the top. To the slanting sides of the ribs
are secured metal strips 13 extending
throughout the entire length thereof, and
continued around the ends. The width of
the strips is such that they extend for a
short distance downward from the bottom
of the ribs. The inner ends of the strips
of the respective top beam sections are con-
nected by a hinge joint 14, which renders
said sections foldable. The slant of the
sides of the ribs gives a corresponding slant
to the strips.

The trestle has a pair of legs 15 at each
end, said legs being carried by the strips
13 ad]acent to the outer ends thereof. Fach
leg is an angle iron having one of its

flanges removed at the top, so that the other
flange may be placed flat against the outer
surface of the strip 13 and pivotally con-
nected thereto, as indicated at 16. By rea-
son of the slant of the strips 13, the legs
are spread when they are swung downward
into supporting position. One of the mem-
bers of each pair of legs carries a cross
brace 17 which is plvoted to said leg, and
is adapted to be extended across to the op-

“posite legrand hooked over a stud 18 thereon.

Thus,- Lhe cross-braces may be disengaged
and folded to lie alongside the legs to which
they are pivoted.

Outward movement of each leg is limited
by a stud 19 projecting from the strip 13
and engageable with the rear edge of the
leg above the pivot 16. This stud passes
throuoh a hole in the strip, and is carried
by the free end of a flat spring 20 secured
to the inner face of the strip, said spring
tending to keep the stud projected from the
strip to engage the leg. The side of the rib
12 1s cut away sufficiently at the end to
accommodate the spring 20. Before the
legs can be folded, the studs 19 must be
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pushed back so that the legs may clear the

same, after which they can be folded.

The legs 15 may be provided with exten-
sions 21 which are locked in adjusted posi-
tion by set screws 22. These extensions are
also angular in cross-section to conform to
the cross-sectional shape of the legs, and the
flanges of the extensions have hooks 23 to
Sl]dably engage over the edges of the flanges
of the legs. The lower ends of the legs 15
have feet formed by cutting away one of
the flanges for a short distance and bending
the other flange into the angle, as indicated
at 24, the latter thus fomnnrr a sufficiently
wide surface to support the 1eb The part
24 is spaced a short distance from the first-
mentioned flange, so that when the leg is
folded, the strlp 13 may enter therebetween.
Slmlhr feet 25 are provided for the exten-
sions 21.

Upon folding the legs, one of their flanges
lies alongside the strip 18 on the outside
thereof, and the other flange engages the
bottom edge of the strip, the latter passing
through the space between the parts 24 and
25 and the adjacent flange. Thus the legs
may be folded close to the strips. After
the legs are folded, the top beam sections 10
and 11 may be folded so that the trestle is
still further reduced in compass.
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One of the top beam sections carries a
steel square 26, one arm of which lies in a
vecess in the end thereof. The other arm of
the square has a tongue 27 provided with a
longitudinal slot 28 to receive a pin 29 car-
ried by the strip 13 One end of the slot is
enlarged, so that the head of the pin may
pass Lherethrouoh to permit removal of the
square. The under side of the rib 12 car-
ries, in a guide 30, a cross bar 31 which is
slid across the Jomt of the top beam sections,
when the latter are unfolded, and serves as
a brace to prevent collapse of the trestle.

The structure herein described provides a
simple, strong and durable trestle, and one
which can be readily untolded for use, and
which, when not in use, is foldable into very
small and compact form.

I claim:

1. A trestle comprising a top beam hav-
ing a bottom rib, strips secured to the sides
of the ribs and depending therefrom, and
legs pivoted to the depending portions of the
stups to fold beneath the top beam, said legs
being angular in cross-section and havmb
a bottom portion extending into the angle,

said bottom portion being spaced from one
of the flanges of the legs to permit folding
of the legs over the aforesaid strips.
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2. A trestle comprising a top beam which
is in sections, each of which has a bottom
vib, strips secured to the sides of the ribs of
each section, the strips of the respective sec-
tions being hinged together to permit fold-
ing of the sectlons, and legs pivoted to the

’stnps to fold beneath the top beam, said legs

being angular in cross-section and having
a bottom portion extending into the angle,
said bottom portion being spaced from one
of the flanges of the legs to permit folding
of the leos over the aforesaid strips.

3. A trestle comprising a top beam having

30

35

4G

a bottom rib, strips secured to the sides of

the ribs and dependmcr therefrom, legs piv-
oted to the depending portions of the strips,
studs carried by the strips and projecting
therefrom to engage the edges of the legs to
limit their outward swing said strips hav-
ing apertures through which the studs ex-
tend and springs secured to the inner faces
of the strips and carrying the studs at their
free ends.
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In testimony whereof I affix my swn‘tttue :

in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM H. SOUTH
Witnesses:
Arrorp YERGEY,
Joux W. Yzrcery.

quiés of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” !



