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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK S. BOWN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Charleston, in the county of Kanawha and
State of West Virginia, have invented a new
and Improved Convertible Chair and Couch,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

This invention relates toa convertible chair
and couch in which provision is made for
changing the positions of the several parts,
so that the structure may be used as an easy
or reclining chair or as a couch on which a
person may recline, the several adjustments
being secured without disconnecting either

_ of the several components of the s‘m‘ucture
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Further objects and advantages of the in-
vention will appear in the course of the sub-
joined description, and the novelty will be
defined by the annexed claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompdnymg
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in whi¢h similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device
adjusted for use as an easy-chair.” Fig. 2 is
another perspective view of the device un-
folded and adapted to serve as a couch. Fig.
3 is a vertical sectional elevation through the
chair shown by Fig. 1, and Fig. £ is a verti-
cal cross-section at right angles to Fig. 3and
on the dotted line 4 4 of said Fig. 3.

A designates a seat-frame having the legs
Batthe corners thereof, and to the seat- frame
A is hinged a movable seat member C, said
seat member having a hinged conneetlon cat

. the front edge of the seat-frame A.
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D designates the back of the ‘chair, which

_consists of a suitable frame having a hinged

connection, as at d, to the seat-frame A, said
hinge d being located at such a point as to al-

~ low the back D to fold downwardly intoabut-
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ting relation to the seat-frame, as will be un-
derstood by reference to Fig. 3.

The front.legs B of the structure are pro-
vided with curved faces b, and the rear legs
are provided with sumlarly curved faces b',
said faces b b’ forming seats for the members
of the divided arms, the latter adapted to
serve as supports for the seat member Cand
the back D when they are unfolded to con-
vert the chair into a couch, as will herein-

after appear. . Each arm consists of a mem-
ber E, arranged to unfold in a forward direc-
tion with the seat member C, and another
member F, adapted to be unfolded in a back-
ward direction and to serve as a support for
the back D when the latter is lowered. The
member E of the arm is provided with a
curved bar e and with an inclined bar¢’,and

§5

do

this arm member E is made fast with or °

secured to the movable seat member Cinany
suitable way, whereby the members E of the
two arms are movable with.the seat member
C when the latter is opened or closed. The
curved bars e of the two arm members con-
form to the shape of the recesses b, so that
the arm members E may be supported by the
front legs when said arms and the seat mem-
ber C are unfolded, the curved bars e of the
arm members fitting snugly on the seats af-
forded by the recesses b.

The member F of each arm consists of a
horizontal bar f, an inclined bar f’, and a
curved bar f2 said parts being made of one
or more pieces, as desired. The bar f? of

‘each arm member F is curved to conform to

the edge b’ of the back legs, and the bar f' of
each arm member F is inelined correspond-
ingly to the bar ¢ of the companion arm
member E. -Said arm member K has its in-
clined bare so arranged relative tothe curved
bar e as to form a shoulder €%, against which
is adapted to abut the front end of the taper-
ing arm member F.

The arin members F are hinged individu-
ally to the seat-frame A at the back portion
thereof by suitably - constructed hinges g,

| the same being so arranged as to permit the

arm members F to be unfolded rearwardly
and to bring the curved bars f* thereof into
engagement with the recessed edges b’ of the

' back legs, as shown by Fig. 2.

The members EF of éach arm fold together
into matching or registering relation, and
each arm may be s(ud to be divided on a di-
agonal line which extends upwardly and for-
wardly from the hinge g to the shoulder e* of
the arm E.

Each arm member E is also provided with
a 'tongue h, which extends rearwardly from
the shoulder ¢? thereof. (See Fig. 1and the
dotted lines-in Fig. 8.) The companion arm
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member F is provided with a cut-away por- .
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’mon %, arranged to form a projecting nonO"ue
7, as shown by Fig. 1, said tongues k 7' of
the two arm members E T adapted to have
overlapping relation in order to make them
fit compactly together when adjusted to form
the arm, as shown by Figs. 1 and 3. The
two members E F are held firmly in their
matching relation by any suitable form of
catch; but in the drawings I have represent-
ed a common type of fastener consisting of
the hook I, pivoted to one arm member and
adapted to engage with a stud I' on the other
arm member.

The back D is provided at its free or un-
confined end with the retaining- blocks J,
having the tonguesj, and when the arm mem-
bers I are unfolded to their horizontal posi-
tions, as shown by Fig. 2, the tongues of said
bloeks J are adapted to overlap the tongues
4’ of the arm members F, thuos rebdmmfr the
back D in proper posmlon between the arm
members F.

K designates plates secured to the exposed
faces of the bars f?, forming parts of the arm
members F, and these plates are provided
with a series of hooks &, adapted to receive
the adjustable rod L, said rod serving to sup-
port the back D in either of several adjust-
ed positions in a manner well understood by
those skilled in the art.

Theback D, the upper side of the seat-frame
A, and both mdes of the movable seat member
C are upholstered in any appropriate way,
substantially as shown by Figs. 1 and 2 and
indicated by dotted lines in Flg 3.

Assuming that the structure is adjusted for
use as a rechmno'-chdu as represented by
Figs. 1 and 3, and it is desired to convert
said chair into a couch, the operator pro-
ceeds as follows: The fasteners I are un-
latehed, and the members F of the arms are
unfolded for the bars f* to rest on the seats
b, after which the back D is lowered for the
blocks J and the tongues j thereof to engage
with the end portions and the tongues of the
arm members F. The seat member C, to-
gether with the arm members E, are now
turned on the hinges ¢ in a forward direction,
so that the bars ¢ will engage the seats b and
the upholstered surfaces of the seat-frame A.
The seat member Cand the back D arethusex-
posed to form a suitable surface for the couch.
The back D lies in the same horizontal plane
with the npholstered surface of theseat-frame
Aj; but the member C may be sustained by
the arm members E in the inclined position
shown by Fig. 2. To restore the structure to
a reclining- chalr the seat member C and the
arm members E are folded upwardly and
backwardly for the arms to rest on the seat-
frame A. The back D is now lifted from en-
gagement with the arm members F, and the
latter are folded npwardly and forwardly, so
as to be brought again into matching relation
with the arm members E. The operator now
adjusts the catches I to hold the arm mem-
bersin their alined relation, and the rod L is
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replaced in the hooks of the plates K to main-
tain the back at the desired inclination.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Aconvertible chair and couch, compris-
ing a seat-frame, a movable seat member,
movable back, and sectional arms having the
members thereof arranged to unfold in oppo-
site directions and forming the supports for
the seat member and the back respectively
when in folded position,

2. A convertible chair and couch, consist-
ing of a seat-frame, a movable seat member,
a movable back, and sectional -arms having
the members thereof divided on diagonal
lines, said members of the arms being fold-
able and unfoldable in opposite directions,
and adapted irn their unfolded positions to
support -the seat member and the back re-
spectively.

3. A convertible chair and couch consist-
ing of a seat-frame, sectional arms having
matehing members attached individually to
the seat-frame and adapted to be unfolded
in opposite directions, a movable seat mem-
ber hinged to the seat-frame and adapted to
unfold in one direction, and a movable back
also hinged to the seat-frame and adjustable
in an opposite direction to the seat member.

4. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame, a pair of sectional arms each
having the members thereof assembled in
matching relation and adjustable in opposite
directions, a hinged seat member connected
to the front part of the seat-frame, and a
back hinged te the opposite part of the seat-
frame.

5. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame, arms divided on inclined
lines into matching members attached indi-
vidually to the seat-frame and adapted to un-
fold in opposite directions, suitable means
for holding the members of each arm in their
matching relation, a movable seat member,
and a movable back.

6. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame, divided arms having the
members thereof provided with conespond-
ingly-inclined bars arranged to rest one upon
the other in their matching relation, a seat
member hinged to the seat-frame and having
one member of each arm made fast therewith,
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and a back hinged to the rear portion of the

seat-frame and adapted to be sustained in a
horizontal position by the remaining mem-
bers of the arms.

7. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame having arm-seats in the
front edges thereof, a seat member hinged to
the seat-frame, arms having surfaces to fit on
the arm-seats, said arms and the seat mem-
ber in their unfolded positions being sup-
ported in an inclined direction wholly by the
geat - frame, independently of engagement
with a floor, a movable Dack unfoldable into
alined relation with the seat-frame, and
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means for supporting the back in adjusted
positions.

8. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame, a back member hinged to
the seat-frame, arm-seats on the seat-frame
below the hinged connection of the back mem-
ber to said frame, and arms movable inde-
pendently of the back member and adapted
in their unfolded positions to engage the arm-
seats and to be supported by the seat-frame;
said arms supporting the back member free
from a floor, or other surface.

9. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame having arm-seatsatthe front
and rear portions thereof, divided arms hav-
ing the members arranged to unfold into en-
gagement with said arm -seats of the seat-
frame, a movable seat member, and a mov-
able back.

10. A convertible chair and eouch compris-
ing a seat-frame having an upholstered sur-
face, divided arms having members assem-
bled in matching relation and unfoldable in

opposite dlleemons, a hinged seat member

having both surfaces thereof upholstered as
desn‘ed and a movable back having an up-
holstered surface adapted to form a eontinu-
ation of the corresponding surface of the seat-
frame.

11. In a convertible chair and couch, the
combination with a seat-frame, a momble
seat member, and a movable back, of divided
arms having the members thereof assembled
in matehing relation,said members being pro-
vided with overlapping  tongues, suitable
catches for holding the arm members in their
alined relation, and retaining-blocks provided
with tongues and carried by the back to en-

3

gage with the tongues of corresponding arm
members when the latter are adjusted to sup-
port the back in its horizontal position.

12. A convertiblechair and couch having a
seat-frame, a movable seat, a movable back,
and arms each having members adjustable
into positions to support the back and the
seat respectively in their unfolded positions,
the-members of the arms being adapted for
assemblage to form an arm-rest.

13. A convertible chair and eouch compris-
inga seat-frame, arms each consisting of two
members attached individually to the seat-
frame and unfoldable in opposite directions,
a movable seat member adapted to be sup-
ported in its unfolded position by correspond-
ing members of said arms, and a movable
back supported in its unfolded position by
the remaining corresponding members of the
arms.

14. A convertible chair and couch compris-
ing a seat-frame, arms each consisting of two
members which are attached individually to
the seat-frame and are unfoldable in oppo-
site directions, a movableseat-frame connect-
ed to and adjustable with corresponding
members of the arms and supported thereby
in an unfolded position, and a movable back
adjustable independently of the arms and
supported.in its unfolded position bny corre-
sponding members of the arms.

In testimony whereof I have s1gned my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses.

FREDERICK S. BOWN.

Witnesses:

JNo. M. RITTER,
H. F. BERNHARD.
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