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To all whom & may concer:

Be it known that I, Joux H. REIMERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State of
Ohio, have invented or discovered certain
new and useful Improvements in Wash-
boards, of which improvements the following
is a specification.

The invention described herein relates to
certainimprovementsin washboards, and has
forits object a construction and arrangement
of protector whereby it is adapted to perform
a triple function. Ithasheretofore been cus-
tomary to arrange the protector in such man-
ner as to prevent water from splashing up
onto the clothes of the operator, with a capac-
ity of being shifted so as to permit of a num-
ber of washboards being compactly arranged
for transportation or storage. By my im-
provement the protector is adapted to form,
in connection with the brand-board, a soap-
receptacle, and to afford protection to the
soap and the clothes of the operator from the
splashing of water. ,

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a single-faced washboard
having myimprovement applied thereto; and
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of the same,
showing the protector in one position by full
lines and in the other position by dotted lines.

In the practice of my invention the wash-
board is constructed in the usual manner, and
consists of side bars 1, head-piece 2, cross-bar
3, brand-board 4, rubbing-face 5, and back-
board 6. The protector 7 is provided at its
ends with supporting-arms 8, which are piv-
otally mounted on the side bars 1 in such re-
lation to the head-piece 2 and cross-bar 3 that
the protector may be adjusted to a position
of protector use adjacent to either head-piece
or cross-bar. The protector isheld in its po-
sition adjacent to the head-piece by any suit-
able form or construction of catch, such as
the spring 9, attached to the head-piece and
provided with a toe 10, adapted to engage a
notch 11 in the protector. In this position
the protector will serve to prevent the splash-
ing of water upon the clothes of the operator.

Byreleasing the protector from engagement
with the cateh it may be turned down to a
position adjacent to the cross-bar, as shown
by dotted lines in Fig. 2, where it will serve
as a soap support or receptacle and will pro-
tect the clothes of the operator, and also pre-
vent water from being sluiced over the soap.

It will be observed that the catch holds the
protector so as to practically form a lateral
extension of the head-piece. 'Whenthewash-
boards are to be arranged one upon the other
for transportation or storage, the protector is
released from the catch and pressed back un-
der the head-piece a sufficient distance to per-
mit two washboards being arranged closely
one upon the other. When the boards arein
this position, the small portion of the protec-
tor of one washboard projecting beyond its
side bars will be protected by the side bars of
the other board.

It is characteristic of my improvement that
the protector is capable of being adjusted to
a position where it will serve as a clothes-
protector only, and also to & position where it
will serve as a soap-receptacle and a soap and
clothes protector. In the atfainment of this
triple function I do not limit myself to any
particular form, construetion, orarrangement

-of devices for supporting and adjusting the

protector.

I claim herein ag my invention—

1. A washboard having in combination
therewith a brand-board,a protectorand arms
connected to the protector and pivotally
mounted on the washboard-frame in such re-
lation to the head-piece and cross-bar as to
permit of its being shifted from a position of
protector use adjacent to the head-piece to a
position of protector use adjacent to, but
above the cross-bar, and in the latter position
to form in connection with the brand-board,
a soap box or receptacle, substantially as set
forth.

2. A washboard having in combination
therewith a brand-board, a protector, arms
connected to the protector and pivotally
mounted on the washboard-frame in such re-
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lation to the head-piece and cross-bar as to -

be ecapable of being adjusted to a position of
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protector useadjacent to, but above the cross- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
bar, where it forms in connection with the | my hand.
brand-board a soap box or receptacle, and to JOUN H. REIMERS.

a position of protector use adjacent to the

5 head-piece and a lock for holding the protec-
tor in the latter position, substantially as set
forth.

Witnesses:
A. B. CALHOUN,
J. B. STOWE.




