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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Joun B. Masgrang, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Belleville, in the county of Saint Clair,
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail-Box Sig-
nals; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention relates to new and useful

improvements in mail boxes, and particular-
ly to rural mail boxes.

One object of the invention is to provide

a signal for a mail box by means of which
the collector may know when there is mail
in the box to be taken up, and also by means
of which the owner of the box may see when
the mail has been removed from the box.
- Another object is to provide a signal for
a mail box, and novel and improved means
holding the signal in elevated position, at
times, and in lowered position, at times,
said means being operable upon the opening
and closing of the door of the box by the
collector or the owner.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description when
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a portion
of a mail box equipped with the improved
signaling device, the signal being in elevat-
ed position, to indicate presence in the box
of mail to be collected.

Figure 2 is a similar view showing the
signal in lowered position.

igure 3 is a top plan view.
_ Figure 4 is an enlarged vertical sectional
view on the line 4—4 of Figure 3, showing
the means for holding the signal in elevated
or lowered position. :

Referring particularly to the accompany-

ing drawing, 10 represents a portion of a’

mail box of the type used in rural districts
of the country, the same having a down-
wardly swinging pivotally mounted door 11
in one end thereof, to permit access to the
interior of the box. ’
Secured to the top of the box, and extend-
ing beyond the open end of the box, is a
plate 12, the outer end of which is formea
with a tubular portion 138 extending trans-
versely of the plate. Secured to the upper

portion of the door 11 is a metal strip 14,
the intermediate portion of which is bent
into an outwardly extending loop 15, ar-
ranged to be grasped to open and close the
door. The tubular portion 18 is so arranged
that the upper portion of the door, and the
adjacent portion of the strip 14 will snap
thereunder, to hold the door in closed posi-
tion.

Secured-to one edge of the door is an an-
gle plate 16, the same extending a short dis-
tance rearwardly thereof, and then lateral-
ly outwardly away from the side of the box.

"Secured to the side of the box, immediately

in rear of the plate 16 is a vertically dis-
posed and longitudinally and intermediate-
ly folded plate 17, the upper portion of the
fold of which is cut out, as shown at 1s.
Disposed in the upper portion of the folded
plate 17 is one end of the substantially Z-
shaped arm 19, said arm being arranged to
move through the said opening or cut out
portion 18, as the sigmal arm swings from
its signaling to its nonsignaling position.
It will be noted that the end of the arm 19
engages the rear of the laterally directed
portion of the angle plate 16, when the sig-
nal arm is elevated, to maintain the same in
such position, while said end engages with
the upper edge of the angle plate, when the
signal arm is in lowered position, to pre-
vent the arm being raised until the door 11
is opened. Secured to the other end of ‘the
signal arm 19 is a right-angularly /bent
metal plate 20, one portion of the same ex-
tending longitudinally of the axis of the
box, while the other portion extends at right
angles from the side of the box. It will be
noted that, when the signal arm is in low-
ered position, the intermediate portion of
the arm bears against the spacing block 21,
which is disposed within the. fold of the
plate 17, and receives the attaching bolt 22
therethrough. Thus the arm is prevented

‘from moving down into a position beyond

which the outer end thereof will lie in a
horizontal position. —

The particularly constructed sigrial sema-
phore blade permits the collector to see when

the arm is raised, as he approaches the box,

along the road, while at the same time the
owner of the box may see the signal, from
the house.

This signal is particularly adapted for
use in connection with rural mail boxes where
the owner, who wishes to mail a letter, places
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the letter and the money for stamps, in the
box, closes the door, in such manner that the
signal will be elevated. As the collector
approaches the box, he knows, by the posi-
tion of the signal that there is mail in the
box to be collected. When he opens the door
to remove the mail and money, the signal
arm is released, and falls into horizontal
position, at the side of the box. The owner
then knows that the mail has been collected.

What is claimed is: .

1. The combination with a mail box and
its door, of a support on the box adjacent
the side of the door, a signal arm pivotally
supported on the support and having op-
positely extending offset portions, lying in
the same plane, means on the door for en-
gagement with one of the said offset por-
tions of the arm, when the door is in closed
position, for holding the arm in vertical po-
sition, at times, and in horizontal position,
at times, and a projection on the support
for engagement with one side of the last-
named offset portion ¢f the arm the door
carried projection engaging with the other
side of the last-named offset portion of the
arm for holding the arm against pivotal
movement in either direction while the door
is in closed position.

9. The combination with a mail box and
its door, with means for releasably holding
the door in closed position, of a signal in-
cluding an arm having its opposite ends
offset In opposite directions from the body
thereof, means on the box for pivotally sup-
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porting the arm by one of its offset ends,
means on the door for engagement with one
side of the last named offset end of the arm
when the door is in closed position to re-
tain the arm in elevated position, at times,
and in lowered position, at times, and means
on the supporting means for engagement by
the other side of said last-named offset end
to prevent the pivotal movement of the arm
in both directions. '

3. The combination with a mail box and
its door, with means for releasably holding
the door in closed position, of a signal in-
cluding a bracket formed from a longitudi-
nally folded plate secured to the side of the
box and having an opening in the fold there-
of, a substantially Z-shaped arm having its
intermediate portion pivotally mounted
within the folded plate and having one
end movable through the opening, the other

end of the arm carrying an angularly bent

signal plate visible from two right angular
directions, means in the folded plate for
limiting the pivotal movement of the arm
into elevated and lowered positions, and
means on the door for engagement with the
first-named end of the arm for maintaining
the arm in its different positions until the
door is opened.
In testimony whereof, T affix my signature,
in the presence of two witnesses.
JOHN B. MASERANG.
Witnesses:
Tonka M. Butrs,
W. G. Corwin.
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