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The present invention application is a continuation in
part of my preceding application, Serial No. 822,650,
filed June 24, 1959, on a “Multiple Water Ski Handle.”

This invention relates to a water ski handle and par-
ticularly to a handle construction including an arrange-
ment for retaining the ski rope on the handle.

Generally described, without restriction on the scope
of my invention as defined in the appended claims, while
the present water ski handle arrangement is presented in
connection with a multiple ski handle having separable
pieces in the manner taught in my above noted preceding
application, the same construction may be utilized on a
one piece handle which does not separate into more than
one section. The present handle comprises a center
member of tubular construction from tubular aluminum,
stainless steel or other material which has openings in
alignment therein at opposite ends of the handle in the
case of a single handle and at the terminal ends of the
individual sections in the case of sectionalized or detach-
able handles. For sectionalized or detachable handles
the inner ends of the sections are formed with couplings
thereon inserted into the tubular member and locked
firmly therein and having on one coupling a slot into
which is fitted the pin fastened on the other coupling to
be inserted and rotated to lock the two sections in place
or to separate them readily. The main portion of the
tubular aluminum or similar member is covered by a
cushioned material such as soft foam rubber or the like
in tubular formation which is stretched .over the main
body portion of the handle and the terminal ends of the
handies, either continuous or sectionalized handles, are
closed by means of caps or collars constructed from
polyethylene or similar material having openings on op-
posite sides therethrongh to align with the openings
formed in the inner tubular member. Conventional ski
rope of braided plastic or similar material has the ends
thereof inserted through the openings in the handle and
in assembly the raw ends of the ropes are inserted com-
pletely through the holes from one side through the other
side of the handle and then a portion of the braided ma-
terial is opened and the terminal end folded back on itself
through said opening to form a knot which is pulled
through the outermost opening back into the interior of
the tubular handle. The knot is then pulled tight by the
tension on the ski rope and continues to remain tight and
knotted in place by the application of further tension
when the rope is used. ' If desired, gromets may be used
in the openings to bush or cover the edges thersof.

An object of this invention is to provide a ski handle
having a soft exterior cover thereon and a rigid tubular
core.

Another object of this invention is to provide a ski
handle which may be manufactured from a center mem-
ber of aluminum or the like covered by soft rubber and
closed at the terminal ends by plastic caps or the like.

Amother object of this invention resides in the use of
openings in the handle into which are inserted braided
rope that is knotted at the end and pulled back into the
interior of the handle.

Another object of this invention resides in the use of
ski rope which is secured to the handle by inserting it
through an opening in the handle and then knotting it at
the end in some manner and pulling it back into the
interior of the handle for permanent use.

Other and further objects of this invention will be-
come apparent upon reading the following specification
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taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the multiple water ski
handle having portions of the ends thereof broken away
and portions of the body broken away to show the
knotted end of the ski rope.

FIG. 2 is an end view of the left hand section of the
ski handle shown in FIG. 1 as taken substantially along
lines 2—2 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an end elevation view of the right hand
handle section shown in FIG, 1 taken substantially along
lines 3—3 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of a complete and section-
alized handle assembled and employing the construc-
tion shown in FIG, 1.

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view taken substantially
along lines 5—5 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view taken substantially
along lines 6—6 in FIG. 1.

As mentioned previously, while I have shown a sec-
tionalized or multiple water ski handle in this disclosure,
this is disciosed and claimed in my previcus application,
Serial No. 822,650, filed June 24, 1959, and does not per
se form any part of the present invention. However,
the construction and arrangement in the present handle
may be utilized in the sectionalized handle arrangement
as well as continuous handle arrangement and has use in
both.

In FIG. 1, it is seen that a handle designated generally
by reference numeral 18 is of overall tubular construc-
tion and employs in each of the independent sections 12,
14 thereof a center tubular member 6 comstructed of
tubular aluminum, stainless steel or the like and each of
the sections 12, 14 are of similar, overall and basic con-
struction except that section 14—the left hand section—
is the female fitting of the sectionalized handle and em-
ploys in the manner of my previous application a met
coupling member 18 having a protruding pin 2§ on the
interior therecf protruding into an open socket member
22 fitted and fastened by transverse pins or the like to
the tubular, inner member 16.

The right hand section 12 employs a male coupling
member 24 having a fitting 26 with a slot 28 therein and
the fitting 26 is inserted into the socket 22 on section 14
with the slot 28 aligned with the pin 28 in such a manner
as to engage the two couplings 18, 26 to form a unitary
or rigid handle or to detach same into separate pieces.

Each of the sections 12, #4 employs the tubular center
member 16 and near the terminal ends of each of the
sections there are openings 38, 31 on both sides in align-
ment on the inner tubular member 16. Openings 31 are
larger in diameter than openings 3@, which are on the
rope side, to accommodate a knot in the rope as described
hereinafter,

The exterior of the ski handle is covered in substan-
tially throughout the length by means of a tubular soft
rubber cover 32 which is stretched and fitted or molded
over the inner core or central member 16 except for the
terminal ends of the respective sections 12, 14 which
are closed by means of caps or collars 36, 38. The ex-
terior or outside caps 36 have a closed end wherein the
inside caps 38 have an open end to receive the coupling
26, 18, respectively, thereon. Each of the caps or collars
36, 33 has holes 48 formed therethrough and caps 3§, 38
are hoilow in the same manner as the tubular member 16
so that when the holes 40 are in alignment with the
holes 30, 31, in the tubular member 15, a through open-
ing is formed transversely from one side to the other
side of the handle 1. Into and through holes 36, 31
is inserted the terminal end 42 of a ski rope member 44
of conventional braided construction made from plastic
or other material or which may be twisted in some other
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manner. The terminal end 42 of the ropes 44 are opened
temporarily at 46 to receive the end 42 folded back and
inserted therethrough in the manner shown on the right
hand side of FIG. 1 on section 14 to form a knot 48,
as shown in the left hand side in FIG. 1. The knot 48
actually is formed on the outside of the handle after the
rope is inserted through the handle 16 in the manner
shown in FIG. 1, and then the knot is pulled back
through the openings 31 and 49 into the interior of the
handle and to engage the inner wall of the tubular mem-
ber 16 adjacent the hole 3¢. Knot 48 is too large to go
through hole 3. In this manner, the terminal ends of all
of the ropes 44 are fastened, retained and concealed on
the handle in a permanent manner.

If preferred, the inner annular face 42 of each of the
members 36, 38, at the portion adjacent the cover 32,
may be formed with a recessed flange or annulus to
receive the bare end of the tubular rubber cover 32 in-
serted thereunder so that the inner end of the soft cover
32 is not exposed but rather is forced underneath the
recessed annulus on the respective members 36, 38. This
retains the end of the soft member in place and resists
the wear effect on this particular member.

While I have shown and described a particular em-
bodiment of my invention together with suggested uses
thereof, this is by way of illustration only and does not
constitute the only form of my invention since various
alterations, substitutions, changes, deviations, elimina-
tions, ramifications and changes may be made in the
embodiment shown and described without departing from
the scope of my invention as shown in the appended
claims.

I claim:

1. In a water ski handle construction:

(a) an eclongated hnadle member having transverse
openings on the opposite ends in alignment there-
through and a space inside the handle large enough
to accommodate a knot therein,

(b) ski ropes on said handle connected at at least two
points thereon, each of said ropes having the bare
terminal end thereof inserted through the respective
openings in a respective end of said handle,

(c) said opening in the handle at each respective end
on the rope side being too small to permit a knot in
the rope to pass therethrough but the opening at
the respective end on the other side of the handle
being large enough for said knot to recess into the
space in said handle,

(d) and a knot formed on said respective ski ropes
outside of said handle and pulled into said handle
through said opening on one side thereof.
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2. The device claimed in claim 1 wherein said rope is
braided and said knot is constructed by opening a smail
portion of said braided rope near the terminal end thereof
and bending said rope upon itself and inserting the ter-
minal end of said rope through said opening and pulling
same tight to form a knot.

3. In a water ski handle construction:

(a) an elongated handle member of tubular construc-
tion having transverse openings on opposite ends in
alignment therethrough transversely across said
handle member and a space within said handle to
accommodate a knot therein,

(b) an outer covering for said tubular memtber,

(c) closure members on the terminal ends of said in-
ner tubular member adapted to close the terminal
ends of said soft cover, and thereby closing the space
inside the ends of the handle, said closure members
having respective openings corresponding with the
openings in the ends of said handle member,

(d) ski ropes on opposite ends of said handle con-
nected at each of said respective ends in the open-
ings therein, each of said ropes having the bare ter-
minal end thereof inserted through all the respective
openings on one side of said handle and through the
other side, said openings being large enough on one
side to accommodate said knot and too small on the
rope side to do so, and

(e) a knot formed on each of said ski ropes outside of
said respective handle and pulled into said handle
through said opening on one side thereof, said open-
ings on the other side being smaller than said knot.

4. The device claimed in claim 3 wherein said rope is
braided and said knot is constructed by opening a small
portion of said braided rope near the terminal end
thereof and bending said rope upon itself and inserting
the terminal end of said rope through said opening and
pulling same tight to form a knot.
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