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protected from rain, and there is no further 
necessity to remove them to a sheltered place upon any occurring rainbytime consuming 
labor as in the previous drying and sun gur 
ing methods. The dimensions of the dry 
ing device may be made to correspond to the requirements in a very simple manner by a 
suitable selection of the superimposed 
frames or trays. 
The invention is more fully illustrated upon the accompanying drawing showing 

by way of example one form of embodiment of the principles of my inyention in Figure 
1 in a side elevation of the entire unit of 
drying means, Figure 2 showing the roof 
diagrammatically transversely cut; Figure 
3 is a perspective view of the sheet metal 
frame; Figure 4is a side view and Figure 
5 is a representation of a corner connection 
of the frame referred to. · 
The box shaped metal frames a are provid 

· ed at their sides with a plurality of aper 
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tures having turned out rims b which, for 
the purpose of stifiening are preferably out 

Si conically shaped. At all corners of 
the frame a wooden block c of substantially 
triangular shape is suitably fitted on the top 
of which there is a substantially semi-circu 
lar stud or projection d, while at its bottom 
side there is a corresponding socket e. At 
the interior side wall of the corner blocks o 
there is an angle iron f which is riveted at 
its two ends to the walls of the frame, and 
serves as a support for the trays or beds of 
the material to be dried. The metal frames 
a, after having been charged with the ma 
terial are superimposed vertically in such a 
manner that each of the studs d is made to 
engage with a socket e at any one of the 
corners of the frame. 
The superimposed frames constitute the 

heating body proper. The frames may be 
of quadrangular, rectangular or any desired 
round configuration, and may be manufac 
tured of any suitable metal. The roofin 
or hood g serves both for the heating an 
for the protection from rain. The passage h 
provides for the escape of the air saturated 
with moisture by the drying operation. The 
warm fresh air is free to flow through the 
apertures b in the frame both vertically up 
wards as well as horizontally through the 
drying beds which are likewise provided 
with holes. The air and the water vapor 
are discharged or drawn of at the top 
through the passage h. The outwardly pro 
jecting rims b are preferably so shaped that 
only the upper portion is punched out and 
turned outwards. Among other points of 
superiority the novel drying means described 
present the following advantages as com 
pared with other sundrying and curing de 

· vices: 1, considerable acceleration of the dry ing process; 2, highest degree of protection 
from rain and inclement weather; 3, most 
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simplified operation and uniform drying:.4, 
easy mounting and adaptability and but lit 
tle space required; 5, superior quality of the 
dried product; 6, low purchase price; 7, re 
duction of the variations of temperature. 
The invention has been shown and de 

scribed herein only in its broad aspects, and 
it is obvious that variations and modifica 
tions may occur to better adapt the invention 
to varying conditions of its application, and 
without deviating from the spirit of my in 
vention. 
I claim:- · 
1. The process of sun-drying and curing 

vegetable material and the like, which proc 
ess consists in keeping and shielding said 
material by heat conveying means, adapted 
for the absorption of the calorific portion of 
the sun rays, and causing outside air to pass 
through the material laterally and upwardly 
during the treatment, and in separate super 
imposed streams. 

2. Sun drying and curing apparatus, com 
prising a substantially closed metal casing, 
superimposed layers of goods in said casing, 
and lateral airing and ventilating means in 
said casing for each layer of material. 

3. Sun drying and curing apparatus, com 
prising a substantially closed metal casing 
adapted for the absorption of sun rays, a sub 
stantially roof-shaped hood forming the top 
of said casing, venting means in said hood, 
and lateral venting means in the sides of said 
casing opposite each layer of material, and 
means in said casing, adapted to support 
layers of material under treatment. 

4. Sun drying and curing apparatus, com 
prising a substantially closed metal casing 
adapted for the absorption of sun rays, sup 
porting blocks in the corners of said casing, 
a plurality of supporting frames for the 
material superimposedly arranged within 
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said casing and restingon said blocks, and 
engageable holding means in the blocks and 
in the frames. · 

5. Sun drying and curing apparatus, com 
prising a substantially closed metal casing, 
adapted for insolation, a plurality of super 
imposed receiving and supporting frames in 
the casing, yenting passages in the casing 

' and in the frames, and outwardly project 
ing nggi around said passages. 6. Sun drying and curing apparatus, com 
prising a substantially EP metal casing, 
adapted for insolation, a plurality of super 
imposed receiving and supporting frames of 
substantially equal size in the casing, vent 
ing passages in the casing and in the frames, 
and outwardly conically reduced projecting 
nipples around said passages. 

} Sun i and curing apparatus, com 
prising a substantially closed exteriorly dull 
black casing, ina for insolation, a plu 
rality of superimposed receiving and sup 

. porting frames within the casing, lateral 
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venting means in the casing and in the ment in the casing, venting passages for the 
frames, and means to hold said frames in casing and the frames, the upper half sec 
position within the gasing. · tions of said passages being "ang out, 

8. Sun drying and guring apparatus, com- and substantially roof-shape 
5 prising a substantially closed metal casing projecting rims on said punched out por 
adapted for insolation, a plurality of sup- tions. · · 
porting frames for the material under treat- · · BRUNO MULLER. 
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