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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ASHFORD T. DOWDEN, OF PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA.

POTATO-CUTTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 581,850, dated May 4, 1897.
Application flled June 24, 1896. Serial No. 596,817, (No model) ’

To all whom it QY COTCern:

Be it known that I, ASHFORD T DowbpeEN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Prairie City, in the county of Jasper and
State of Towa, have invented an Improved
Potato-Cutter, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention consists in a cast-metal base
adapted fordetachably fastening straight cut-
ters thereto in crossed position and means for
directing and pressing potatoes relative to the
cutters combined therewith to prodnce a sim-
ple, strong, and durable machine, as herein-
after set forth, pointed out in my claims, and
illustrated in the accompan ying drawings, in
which-

Figure 11s a longitudinal and partly-sec-
tional view of the base mounted upon a sup-
port and straight cutters fitted and fixed
thereto in crossed positions and operative
mechanism for directing and pressin g pota-
toes upon the cutters connected with the base
asrequired for practical use. Fig.2isa trans-
verse sectional view, on the line z 2 of Fig. 1,
looking toward the rear end of the machine.
Fig. 3 shows the crossed position of straight
cutters.

A represents the cast-metal base, adapted
to be fixed upon the top of a suitable wooden
support or stand by means of bolts, as shown
in Fig. 2, or in any suitable way, in such a
manner that pieces of potatoes that pass down-
ward between the cutters in the base will fall
through an openingin the support and pref-
erably into some receptacle placed under the
stand or support upon which the base is
placed. .

Thebase is preferably of rectangularshape,
and consists of the flat portion adapted to rest
upon the flat top of the supportand a eontinu-
ousintegral wall A% thatrises from the flat top
surface and inclines inward, a flange A® pro-
jecting inward from the top of the wall, and
an upwardly-projecting rib or bead m at the
inneredge of the flat bottom portion. A con-
tinuous chamber is thus produced for the
ends of the cutters and blocks placed between
the ends of the cutters.

A'are shaft-bearings integral with the rear
end and top portion of the complete base that
is adapted for inclosing and supporting the
cutters.

*B* placed between their ends,

*are posts at the corner portions of the
flange A® and preferably cast integral there-
with.

Straight blades or cutters B are fitted and
fixed in the base to extend transversely and
in parallel position and retained at regular
distances apart by means of wooden blocks
The blades B
are held at an angle relative to the ends of
the frame and successively putin and brought
into parallel position with the ends of the
frame and with each other in such a manner
that the ends of their lower edges will rest
upon a rib or bead m, rising from the inner
edge of the lower flat portion of the base A.

Coineiding slots in the top edges of the cut-

ters B admit a cutter C to extend longitudi-
nally relative to the base and at right angles
to the cutters B. By plecing one end under
the flange A®and then in the slots in the tops
of the cutters B and moving it longitudinally
far enough to bring the other end under the
flange A’the cutters are detachably connected
with each other and the base, and by forcing
wooden blocks B? between the -ends of the
cutters B and the top and bottom flanges of
the base the cutters are securely and detach-
ably fastened. ' By inclining the blocks and
placing their lower ends behind the bead
they can be readily pressed into vertical po-
sitions as required to be retained in place.
D is a lever pivotally connected with a
crank-shaft D? that is journaled to the bear-
ings A, as shown in Fig. 2, in such a man-
ner that the crank-shaft will serve as a mov-

-able fulerum for the lever and allow it to as-

sume a parallel position relative to the cut-
ters before the pressuve of the lever forees po-
tatoes upon the cutters.

I'is a flat follower fixed to the under side
of the lever D to engage potatoes as required
to press them downward upon the cutters to
cut them into pieces approximately uniform
in size and shape. i

Mating potato supports and guides H, pref-
erably made of sheet metal, are pivoted to
the tops of the posts Aand normally retained
in inclined positions, as shown in TFig. 2, by
means of a contractile spring J, that is con-
nected with arms extending downward from
the ends of the guides, so that when potatoes
are placed in the machine they will be di-
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rected to the central portion thereof to be de-
pressed by the descent of the lever Dand fol-
lower F and forced upon the cutters, to be
thereby severed into pieces that will drop
through the coinciding openings in the base
A and its support.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a potato-cutter, the arrangement and
combination of transverse slotted cutters B,
a longitudinal cutter C, wooden blocks B*
and a metal base consisting of a flat bottom
part having a central opening and adapted
to rest upon a support having a coinciding
opening, a continuous wall rising from the
outer edge of said bottom and a flange pro-
jecting inward from the top of said wall, as
and for the purposes stated.

2. A potato-cutter comprising a cast-metal
base adapted to be fixed upon a support, and
having a central opening and a continuous
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chamber arvound said opening and a rib or
bead on the top surface of the bottom por-
tion of the base adapted tosupport the ends of
cutters and to retain removable blocks, posts
at the corners of the base to support guides,
spring-actuated guides hinged to the posts, a
lever pivoted to the top and end portions of
the base and provided with a follower to en-
gage the guides, cutters in crossed position
having their ends extended into the continu-
ous chamber of the base and resting upon the
rib or bead in said chamber and blocks placed
between the ends of the cutters and behind
the said rib or bead, all arranged and com-
bined as shown and described for the pur-
poses stated.
ASHFORD T. DOWDEN.
Witneszes:
H. C. GiLL,
D. H. GILL.
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