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My mventlon relates to apparel and has. par-
tzcular reference o 1mp10vements in stoekmgs

AN 1mportant object- of - the - invention is " to
'provxde a stockmg, such as a lady’s stockmg,
whieh 'will reindin in the upper-position; w1thout
the aid’of the'usual Hose supporters attached to a
girdle or the like,” and which “will. not become
baggy at the knee due to the bend;n'f actlon of
the leg. . =

< A further obJect of the mventlon is to- conl—
bme a two-way strétch zone or section and a
one-way stretch: ga,rter with -a’ stocking, so ‘that
RS stockmg will have an at raﬂtlve and neat ap-
Pearance in use: - -

A further obJect of the mventmn is to provide -

'a garter-which' ig elagtic and: flexible’ circumfer-
eritially, but Stiff in a direction at substantially
anght angle to tHe-citcumferentisl-direction,
o A further object of the invention is to provide
a°garter of the above—mentwned character-hav-
ing pockets for receiving and holding stiffening
rilis, to maintsin them in pldce in use but will per-
mit.of the removal of the stlﬁenmg ribs when the
gaiter is t0 be-washed.

ther obJects and advantages cf‘the invention
Will'be apparent dunnrT the course of t‘qe follow-
mg descrlptmn

~In the accompanymg dmmnv :formmg a part
of this application and+in Whlbh like numerals
are employed to des:gnate hke parts throughout
the same, *

Pigure I'is a perspectn/e v1z->w of a stocking em-
‘bodying my - invention," showing the same ap-
‘plied to the leg, but tne garter not folded in-
'Wardly,

PFigure 2 is a perspectlve view of the stockmg,
'showmcr the leg bent at the knee,

-Pigure 3 is an enlarged side elevation of the
upper end of the st0ck1ng, the lower portion of
the stockmg being broken ‘away,

Figure ‘4 is an enlarged -vertical section
.through the garter taken 111 the plane of the same,
parts: broken away, * .

Figure 4%'is-a transverse
3342 of Figured,®
. Figure 5is a’ vertical transverse section through
the upper portion of the" stockmg, shomng the
garter folded inwardly,

-Figure 6 .is'a horizontal transverse section
through the garter taken on line 6-—6 of Figure 3,

-Figure Tis an enlarged fragmentary side eleva-
tlon of-the upper end of the stocking; showing
the manner of producing the same,

ectlon taken on line

~Figure 8 is a transverse sectlon taken on line
; b5 -

3-—8 of Figuie7,-and;~
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Fxgure 9 1s a. loneitudmal sectlon through &

‘shghtly modified form of stocking. -

In the drawing,;’ wherem ‘for the purpose of fl=
lustration is shown a: preferred embodiment of
my invention, the numersal 18 designates the leg
portion of the stocking; having a foot: portion {1,
and knit in the usial ‘manner,: It is preferred-
that the leg portion 10 be sufficiently long where-

by its top will extend. above.the knee, whith is de-

sirable wheh worn with short dresses;: The leg

‘portion {0 is knit and includés léops 195,

. The numeral 12 designates an annular section -
or zone, made of two-way stretch fabric. .This

fabric. is preferably fofmed of elastic threads 13,

which are knit. to produte the loops 14 of: fabric
~These elastic threads may be formed of rub-

- -ber threads covered with yarn or the threads may
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be. fibrous, and the elasticity in both directions
will result from the knittihg of the fibrous yarn,
such' as silk, rayou; nylon, -cotton, or a mixture

~of the same, - All'of these fibrous yarns have some

degree of elasticity and the degree of elasticity
is’increased by having the yarn crimiped: - While ‘
it is preferred that the fabric of the annular

section orzone 2 should be khit, it may be woveh.

When the fgbrie is ' woven to produce a twosway
stretch, elastic or rubber thresds will be used.

‘The annular section or zone 12 having n° two-
‘way streteh, 1t will streteh circumferéantially and
:longitudinany of the leg at stbstantially a ¥ight
-angle to the circutnferential direction,
‘portion 10 of the stocking is kuit upon ‘and from

-The-1eg

the section or zone {2. The annulas section or

‘zong 12 is preferably norinally of the sae length
‘throughout - its  ciréumlerencs,
‘stretched by-tHe benditig of The knee. -

before it is

The stocking further comprises s garter- eie-
ment: 17, -Which' is préferably woven, atid: Which

Jhas @ onecway stréteh so that it is elastic ¢ir-

cumferentially arid fion-elastic ot & right -#ngle

t0 the circumferential divéction. - Thig garter has
‘its fajoric Formed “fromy’ circumferentially extend-
“ing fubber threads 18, which ‘are covered with
“fibrous threads and 1§-dfe the non-élastic flling
-threads:

Certain- of ‘the” ﬁihng thréads; 4t” the
‘bottom of the garter ‘provide loops 49 projecting

“downwardly ‘Below. altertrate loops 21 and this .
“affords spaces 22, abiove ‘dnd adJacent to. the

lowermost alagtie: thread

18, for the passage of

‘Toops 23 of the knitted annular sectiod or zone 12,
“and these -loops™ ‘Téteive tHerein thie” loweltiost

elastic thread 18" In this mginer, the’ section -
‘or zorie 12 is knit; tothe garter élerient 11,
The" gartér- element which 1§ preferably woven,




2
as stated, comprises sides 24 and 25 which are
formed. integral with each other at their upper
and lower edges 26 and 21, whereby these edges
26 and 27 close the ends of pockets 28. These
pockets are formed in the garter by pairs of
transverse partition webs 29 and 30, preferably
woven integral with the sides 24 and serving to
unite them. A contracted opening 21 is arranged
between the webs 29 and 30 in each pair. Alter-
nate pairs of webs 28 and 39 are reversed so that
the long web 29 of jone pair Is arranged lower-
most adjacent to the lower edge 26 while the long

10

web 28 of the next pair is arranged uppermost:

and adjacent to the upper edge 27, while the short
web 30 in one pair is arranged uppermost adja-
cent to the upper edge 21 while the short web in
the next pair is arranged lowermost adjacent to

the lower edge 26. The normally outer side 28
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position.” When the knee is bent, as shown in
Figure 2, the zone 12 will have its upper portion
stretched longitudinally or at a right angle to
the circumferential direction, since the zone 12
is more elastic than the leg portion, thus allow-
ing the leg portion of the stocking adjacent to
the knee, to pay out longitudinally, avoiding
undue stretching and bagging of the stocking
st the knee. The garter element {7 is circum-
ferentially elastic, as stated, and is heavier than
the zone 12 and much stiffer or stronger against
circumferential stretching than the zone 12 and
will therefore exert a greater pressure upon the
leg. I contemplate omitting the stiffening ribs

‘from the garter, in which event such garter may

be used as an ordinary garter, without turning
the same inwardly and downwardly. I also con-

. template using the garter element separate from

of the garter is provided with circumferentially -

extending slots 32, which are disposed over the
.openings 8. -The slots 32 are:alternately ar-
ranged adjacentto the edges 26 and 27, as shown.
The numeral 33 designates flat U-shaped stiff-
ening ribs which may be; formed of metal, Cellu-
loid, whale bone, or the:like.  Each rib 33 has
‘arms 34 which are adapted to be inserted into
‘portions of the adjacent pockets 28, the long web
29 extending between the arms. 34 and. the short
web entering & notch 35; formed.in the opposite
end of the rib. - The rib is wider than the slot
32 and the garter is stret¢hed circumferentially
o that the rib may be passed throtigh the slot and
when the garter again contracts:the slot has a
length less than the width of the.rib.. The ribs
‘33 have their arms 34 preferably arranged in
overlapping relation.:” The ribs 83 do not impair
+the circumferential.elasticity nor:the circumier-
ential flexibility of the garter:element but.render
the garter element stiff in a direction at right
angles to the circumferential: direction. . :

.In the production of the stocking, the annular
‘section .or. zone 12 is knitted to the lower edge
of the previously woven garter element 11.. To
effect this the knitting needles are threaded
through the spaces 24 andthe lcops 23 are formed
about .the lowermost strand 18. -The knitting
_operation continues away from the garter ele-
ment until the elastic section or zcne 12 is com-
pleted; and then the knitting-operation is con-
tinued with the change of .thread:to form the
body portion 18:of the stocking. The zone 12
‘and body portion 10 are thus knit integral with
each other, T :

In use, the leg portion .of the stocking is ap-
plied to the wearer in the usual manner and the
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two-way stretch annular section or zone 12 is -

arranged above the knee with the garter element
1T above the zone 12, The garter element i1 is
then preferably folded downwardly and inwardly,
Figure 5, so that it is arranged next to the leg
and between it and the upper portion of the zone
2. The downward pull of the stocking through
‘the zone 12 will be transmitted to the then upper
edge of the inverted garter element 7, and this
will tend to tip.this garter element outwardly,
causing its lower edge to dig into the flesh, to a
certain extent, and prevent the garter element
from slipping downwardly upon the leg. The
stiffening ribs produce this action by rendering
“the garter element stiff in a direction, at substan-
tially a right angle to the circumferential direc-
tion of the garter.” The zone 12 being circum-
“ferentially elastic, it will fit snugly upon the leg
and also aid in keeping the stocking in the raised
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the zone 2.

I contemplate arranging an annular section
of stocking 10’, Figure 9, between the two-way
stretch annular section or zone 12 and the one~
way stretch garter element 11, and these parts
will be secured together by knitting them together
or by other means, such as sewing, When the
stocking section 10’ is employed it wiil-serve to
attach or seccure the garter element IT to the
zone 2. ; .

It is to be understood that the form-of my
invention herewith shown and described is to
be taken as a preferred example of the same and
that various changes in the shape, size, and ar-
rangement of parts may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit of my invention or
the scope of the subjoined claims.: .

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is: : R

1. A stocking ‘including- 4 _leg portion, a cir-
cumferentially elastic garter element secured to
the leg portion, the garter element comprising
sides which are connected at their opposite edges,
transverse webs connecting the sides at spaced
points tc provide pockebs, one side having open-
ings arranged adjacent to the transverse webs,
and U-shaped stiffening ribs for insertion into
the pockets through the openings, the U-shaped
stiffening ribs straddling the iransverse webs,
said U-shaped stiffening ribs being removable
from the pockets without separating the garter
element and leg portion. : s

2. A garter which is circumferentially elastic,
said garter comprising sides, transverse pairs of
webs extending between and -connecting the sides,
the webs in each pair having their -free ends
spaced to provide a passage, the sides having
openings arranged adjacent to the passages, and
a rib for insertion-through each opening to. as-
sume a position between the sides and provided.
in its ends with openings to receive the webs.

3. A garter which is circumferentially elastic,
said garter comprising sides, transverse pairs of

‘webs extending between and connecting the sides,
‘each pair of webs including a long web and a

short web having their inner ends spaced. to

5 brovide a passage, the short web. of each pair

extending inwardly from one edge of the garter
while the short web in the next pair extends in-
wardly from the opposite edge of the garter and
the long web in -each pair extending inwdrdly
frcm one edge and the long web in-the next pair

‘e;f.tending inwardly from the opposite edge, one
.side having openings arranged adjacent to:the

bassages, the cpenings-being-spaced from: the
edges of the garter and staggered, and a rib for
insertion through each cpening to assume:a po-
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sition between the sides and provided at its op-
posite ends with openings to receive the webs.

"~ 4. A stocking including a leg portion, a two-
way stretch leg encircling elastic section secured
to the upper portion of the leg portion and em-
bodying rubber threads, and a circumferentially
elastic garter element secured to said elastic sec-
tion, said garter element embodying  rubber
threads and being stronger against circumferen-
tial stretching than the elastic section, and
means to render the garter element transversely
stiff. :

5. A stocking including a leg portion, a two-
way stretch elastic section secured-to the upper
bortion of the leg portion and extending circum-
ferentially thereof and having more elasticity
than the leg portion, and 3 transversly stiff and
circumferentialiy elastic garter element secured
to said elastic section, said garter element being
stronger against circumferential stretching than
the elastic section.

6. A stocking including g leg portion, a two-
way stretch elastic section secured to the upper
portion of the leg portion and having more elas-
ticity than the. leg portion, a circumferentially
elastic garter element  secured to said elastic
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section and having transverse pockets, said gar-
ter element being stronger against circumferen-
tial stretching than the ‘elastic ‘section, and
stiffening ribs held within the pockets, '
7. A stocking including a leg portion, a circum-
ferentially elastic garter element secured to the
upper end of the leg bortion, stiffening ribs’
carried by the garter element and extending
transversely thereof, and an elastic section se-
cured to the leg portion and being more elastic -
than the leg portion and arranged to yield longi-
tudinally of the leg when the knee is bent to
brevent the leg portion from bagging' at. the
knee, . SRS
8. A stocking including a leg bortion, a two-
way stretch leg encircling elastic section secured
to the leg portion nesr its top and being more
elastic than the leg bortion, g circumferentially
elastic garter element arranged
from the two-way streteh elastic section, and an
annular stocking séction arranged between the
two-way stretch elastic ‘section ang the garter
element and secured to the same, and means to
render the garter element transversely stiff.
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