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UNITED STATES 
Patented May 19, 1903. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

SAVILLA ARABELLA COFFMAN, OF PARIS, ILLINOIS. 

BED COTHES-HOLDER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 728,204, dated May 19, 1903. 
Application filed October 24, 1902, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAVILLA. ARABELLA 

COFFMAN, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Paris, in the county of Edgar and State 
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful 
Bedclothes-Holder, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a device for hold 

ing down bedclothes. 
The object of the invention is in a ready, 

simple, thoroughly feasible, and practical 
manner, without danger of damaging the bed 
clothing or interfering with the comfort of 
the Occupant of the bed, securely and posi 
tively to hold down the clothing of any part, 
such as the foot or sides thereof; further 
more, to provide a device of the character 
specified which may be readily applied to po 
sition and which may be used in connection 
either with a coiled - spring mattress or a 
woven-wire mattress. 
With these and other objects in view, as 

will appear as the nature of the invention is 
better understood, the same consists in the 
novel construction and combination of parts 
of a bedclothes-holder, as will be hereinafter 
fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a 

part of this specification, and in which like 
characters of reference indicate correspond 
ing parts, there is illustrated a form of em 
bodiment of the invention capable of carry 

ing understood that the elements therein ex 
hibited may be varied or changed as to shape, 
proportion, and exact manner of assemblage 
without departing from the spirit thereof. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in sec 

tional elevation, exhibiting the manner in 
which the device is associated with the cover 
ing of a bed and with the springs of the mat 
tress. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the de 
vice. Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sec 
tional view through the device on a reduced 
Scale. - - 

The holder comprises a head 1, carrying a 
plurality of prongs or pins 2, constituting 
cover-engaging members, a double hook 3, 
constituting a securing member, and a length 

5o of elastic 4, constituting a yielding member 
to prevent damage to the covering when the 

ing the same into practical operation, it be 

strain is applied thereto and also to cause the 
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engaging members to be positively held in 
engagement with the covering. The head 1 
is by preference made of sheet metal, such 
as tin, and has a constricted neck 2, prefer 
ably of the same width as the yielding mem 
ber, with which it is connected through the 
medium of a link4, the lower terminal of the 
neck being folded around one side of the link 
and the yielding member being sewed around 
the other side of the link, as at 5. The up 
per portion of the head is of greater width 
than the neck and has its upper terminal 
formed into a hollow flange 6, the lower bend 
7 of which is provided with orifices 8 to re 
ceive the intermediate portions of the cover 
engaging members 2, which are in this in 
stance ordinary pins, the heads of which bear 
against the upper bend 9 of the flange and are 
held from longitudinal movement by the up 
per edge of the inner member 10 of the flange, 
which bears against the under sides of the 
heads, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. To render 
the association between the pins and the 
flange of stable character, the former may be 
soldered within the flange. While this man 
ner of securing the pins in position has been 
found highly efficient in use and possesses ad 
vantages on account of its simplicity, it is to 
be understood that the invention is not to be 
limited to this precise arrangement, as it will 
be obvious that, if preferred, headless pins 
may be employed which will be soldered with 
in the flange, or, if preferred, the inner mem 
ber 10 of the flange may be dispensed with 
and the pins be soldered or otherwise secured 
to the outer member alone. 
The yielding member 4 may be construct 

ed of any suitable elastic material. The se 
curing member 3 will be made of wire, and 
the transverse member thereof will be se 
cured to the yielding member by a seam 11. 
The upper portions of the sides of the securing 
member converge, as at 12, to prevent discon 
nection from the yielding member, thence 
project straight downward, and the terminals 
are formed into hooks 13 to engage either 
with one of the whirls of the mattress-spring 
14, as shown in Fig. 1, or the fabric of a woven 
wire mattress. 
In the use of the device the securing mem 

ber is hooked around one of the whirls of a 
mattress-spring, as shown in Fig. 1, or into 
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the meshes of a Woven-wire mattress, where 
one is employed, and the prongs of the head 
are then engaged with the cover-lid, the in 
termediate flexible cover being placed under 
tension, thus to cause the head to remain in 
positive engagement with the cover. 
As many of these devices may be employed 

as are found necessary or desirable and may 
be used either along the foot or sides, or both. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A device of the character specified, com 

prising a head carrying pins or prongs, to en 
gage with the bed-covering, a securing mem 
ber constituting a hook to engage the springs 
of a mattress, and an elastic member connect 
ing the parts. 

2. A device of the character specified, com 
prising a head having a hollow flange, pins 
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or prongs secured in the flange, a mattress 
engaging hook, and an elastic member con 
necting the parts. 

3. A device of the character specified coin 
prising a sheet-metal blank bent to form a 
head having a hollow flage provided with 
perforations, pins secured in the flange and 
extending through the perforations, an elastic 
member associated with the head, and a wire 
member associated with the elastic member 
and bent to form mattress-engaging hooks. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

SAWA ARABEIA (COFFAN, 

Witnesses: 
J. ROSS COLHOUN, 
J. H. JOCHUM, Jr. 
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