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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN WILLIAM CONWAY, OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT. 
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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, JoHN WILLIAM CoN wAY, a citizen of the United States, residing 

at Hartford, in the county of Hartford and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Minnow 
Harness, of which the following is a speci fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

minnow harnesses, and the object of my im 
provement is simplicity and economy in con 
struction and convenience and efficiency in 
S0, 

in the accompanying drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im 

proved minnow-harness, the minnow being 
shown in broken lines. 

Fig. 2 is a rear end elevation of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of the same with the parts in the open position. 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line a a of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation, showing a modi 

fication of the clamping ring. 
Fig. 6 is a similar view, showing another 

modification of the clamping ring. 
My improved minnow harness comprises 

a housing formed of two similar side frames 
10 of skeleton construction, and of suitable 
form to inclose the body portion of the min 
now 11, leaving the head and tail exposed 
at the ends, and means for holding the said 
side frames 10 together in the form of a clamping ring 12. 
The frames 10 comprise each a longitu 

dinally extending top piece 13 at the top of 
generally rounded form corresponding to 
the contour of the upper portion of the 
minnow 11 and a bottom piece 14 at the 
bottom also of rounded form and corre 
sponding in a similar manner to the contour 
of the lower portion of the minnow, and a 
set of ribs cross-connecting the said top 
piece 13 and bottom piece 14 comprising an 
end rib 16 adjacent the tail end and end rib 
17 at the head end and a plurality of filler 
ribs 18 in spaced relation and extending 
from the head end rib. 17 over the main body 
portion and terminating with the inner filler 
rib 19 as shown adjacent or slightly rear 
wardly of the crown portion 20, where the 
structure has the maximum width, corre 
sponding to the widest part of the min 
now 11. 

Between the rear filler rib 19 and the tail 
end rib 16 there is an open space 21 that is 
normally inclosed by the clamping ring 12. 
The portion 22 of the top piece 3 border 

ing the top side of the space 21 and the op 
posed portion 23 of the bottom piece 15 
bordering the lower side of the said space 21 
are generally convergent from the crown 
portion 20 rearwardly to the tail end corre 
sponding approximately to the contour of 
the minnow 11. 
The said portions 22 and 23 are formed 

suitably to coöperate with the ring or sleeve 
12 to serve as clamping members, and to 
this end the Outer faces are formed so as to 
have a conical form of moderate taper, the 
sleeve 12 being of corresponding taper suit 
able to be forced over the portions 22 and 
23 and to be held frictionally in place. 
The sleeve 12 preferably has a generally 

Oval form of cross-section, as shown. 
The bottom piece 15 outwardly from the 

crowned portion 20 is extended downwardly 
in the form of a rib 24 which terminates at 
the head end in the form of an eye 25 to 
which line 26 extending to the fish-pole is 
connected and at the tail end terminating 
in the eye 27 to which a short piece 28 
of line is attached for connecting with the hook 29. 
The lines 26 and 28 are preferably con 

nected to the eyes 24 and 27 by means of 
short loops 30 as shown, the lines being in 
each case rove through the holes in the op 
posed eyes of the two mating frame mem 
bel's 10. Thus the loops 30 serve as a loose 
connection for holding the two side frames 
10 together when in the open position. 
The frames 10 may be made of castings 

of aluminum or other suitable material, or may be struck up of sheet metal. 
The clamping sleeve 12 as shown in Fig. 

i is made of sheet material, with a continu 
ous side wall, and may be nickel plated. 

In the modification shown in Fig. 5 the 
clamping ring or sleeve 12 has the sides 
slitted to correspond generally to the skele 
ton ribbed form of the main frame structure. 

In the modification shown in Fig. 6 a. 
clamping ring 12 of wire is used in lieu of 
the sheet metal sleeve. 

in order to admit the minnow the sleeve 
is slipped back over the tail end, and the 
frame parts are opened, and after the min 
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now has been put in place the frame is closed 
and the sleeve slipped to the clamping po 
sition. 
The clamping sleeve in effecting the clamp 

ing of the side frame engages only with the 
top and bottom pieces of the side frames, 
these being suitably rounded at the periph 
ery to form a proper surface to coöperate 
with the opposed inner faces of the top and 
bottom Walls 31 of the clamping sleeve. 
The side walls 32 of the clamping sleeves 

are flattened, the general shape of the sleeve 
being oval as mentioned, and the Said side 
walls 32 serve in place of filler ribs 18 to 
complete the cage or guard for the portions 
of the side frames from which such filler 
ribs 18 are omitted. 
Therefore by making the clamping sleeve 

of appreciable length the same serves in a 
reliable and effective manner as a clamping 
member and also forms an appreciable por 
tion of the side Wall of the general struc 

Also, by having the tapered sliding 
surfaces and the coöperating clamping ling 
or sleeve of appreciable length, as shown, 
the mating members of the frame are main 
tained in proper alinement for coöperating 
to house the minnow. 
I claim as my invention:- 
1. A minnow-harness comprising a pair 

of mating side frames of skeleton form suit 
able for coöperating to house a minnow, 
parts of the outer faces of the said frames 
being formed so as to coöperate to provide a 
tapered bearing surface, a clamping ring 
fitting over the said bearing surface, suit 
able to be slipped thereover so as to be fric 
tionally held in place, and the said bearing 

surface and ring being of appreciable length 
suitable to effect a relative positioning of 
the said frames. 

2. A minnow-harness comprising a pair of 
mating side frames of skeleton form suitable 
for coöperating to house a minnow, parts 
of the outer faces of the said frames being 
formed so as to coöperate to provide a ta 
pered bearing surface, a clamping ring fit 
ting over the said bearing surface, suitable 
to be slipped thereover so as to be friction 
ally held in place, the said bearing surface 
and ring being of appreciable length suit 
able to effect a relative positioning of the 
said frames, and the side Walls of the said 
ring being provided with sight openings for 
exposing the minnow. 

3. A minnow harness composed of a pair 
of mating side frames of skeleton form, a 
sleeve-like clamping ring Serving to inclose 
a portion of the length of the said frames, 
the said frames comprising a longitudinally 
extending member along the top and bottom 
border, that engages with the said clamping 
ring, and cross-ribs cross-connecting the 
said members on each side of the said clamp 
ing ring. 

4. In a minnow harness, a pair of mating 
side frames of skeleton form, a clamping 
ring serving to hold the said frames to 
gether, and the said frames having opposed 
ears at each end adapted to receive a line to 
effect a loose hinge connection for the said 
frames. - 

JOHN WILLIAM CONWAY. 
Witnesses: 

ALICE G. CARROLL, 
LOUIS M. ScHMIDT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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