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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DAVID BLOCK, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of New
York, in the county and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Brooms, of which the following is a speeifi-
cation. : ) ,

The object of my invention is to providean
improvement in brooms which will adapt them
also for use as a sprinkler without necessitat-
ing any separate water-can or other implement
for the purpose, thus making the article ex-
ceedingly convenientforsprinklingand sweep-
ing floors, washing windows, scrubbing, &e¢.;
also usable for watering plants.

The invention consists in a broom provided -

with a water-receptacle, and in the construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of the va-
rious parts of the same, as will be hereinafter
described, and specifically pointed ouf in the
claims, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, in which the figure represents a
side elevation of a broom construeted accord-
ing to my present invention, the handle being
shown in vertical central section. :
The whisk A of the broom is the same as
usual; but the handle B is hollow, preferably
made of a tube of sheet metal, the lower end
of which, above the whisk A, has a closed bot-
tom, b. Above the bottom b one side of the
tube toward one of the broad flat sides of the
whisk is provided with a series of perfora-
tions to form astrainer, ¢. Above thestrainer
the tiabe Bhasa partition, C, centrally through
which is an aperture closed by a downwardly-
opening conical or other valve, @, which s fast-
ened upon the lower end of a valve-rod, D,
which latter projects through the upper end
of the tubular handle B, and is provided with
a knob or cross-piece, d, by which the valveis
operated. The valve-rod D-is fitted to slide
in holes through cross-pieces or bridges E e,
a spiral spring, F, surrounding the valve-rod
D and interposed betweenthe bridge e and the
cross-pin f in the rod, serving, by the force of
its elastieity, to normally keep the rod raised
and the valve e tightly closed to ifs seat.
The upper end of the tubular handle B is
funnel-shaped or flaring at G, as shown inthe
drawing, and provided also with an interior
funnel, H, the hole in the apex of which closely
surrounds the valve-rod D, the outer end of

the tube between the funnels G and H being
closed air-tight by an annular plate, g.

The funnel H has a perforation through one
side thereof, and at the opposite side and at a

lower elevation another perforation, 4, the ob-,

jeet of the lower perforation being to allow
the water, when poured into the inner funnel,
H, to enter the receptacle B without being
hindered by compressed air, the air escaping
at ‘the. same time through the opposite air-
hole, K. .

The object of the inner funnel, H, is to pre-
vent the water from accidentally flowing oub
from the upper end of the tube if the broom is
dropped or temporarily laid down, the size of
the holes & ¢ not being so largeas to allow any
appreciable amount of the water to run out
against the outside atmospheric pressure until
the broom is again raised, -

The sprinkling required to lay the dust
while sweeping is aceomplished by simply de-

pressing the knob d of the valve-rod D,which -

allows the water from the receptacle B to flow
out from the strainer ¢ in the direction as in-
dicated by the arrow. i

55

60

70

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a broom, the combination, with the
whisk A, of the tubular handle B, provided
with the partition C, and the sprinkler ¢ in
the side below the said partition, the rod D,
provided with a valve, a, and aspring, F, nor-
mally keeping the said valve closed, all sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

9. In a broom provided with a water-recep-
tacle with sprinkler ¢ and valve and rod e D,
the combination, with the outer flaring end of
the tube B and with the said valve-rod D, of
the inuer funnel, H, having holes % i at differ-
ent elevations, the apex of thesaid funnel sur-
rounding the said valve-rod, substantially as
specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
invention I have signed myname, in presence
of two witnesses, this 24th day of February,
1886. . .

DAVID BLQCK.
Witnesses:

A. W. ALMQVIST,
T, M. CROSSMAN,
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