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The present invention relates to a new and im 
proved envelope and more particularly to a means 
for opening the same. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a simple, convenient, and effective means 
of opening sealed envelopes with an opening 
means Comprising a cutting member in the form 
of a thread or string threaded back and forth 
hough perforations in the envelope edge to be 
S. 

A further object of the invention resides in 
the provision of a thread Sewed or otherwise 
Secured along a fold line of the envelope where 
by the Sealing flap is severed in a manner to 
form cut out portions permitting withdrawal of 
the contents of the envelope. 
A still further object is to disposed a thread 

Or String along the fold line of an envelope in a 
manner to prevent the thread or String being 
removed without slitting the envelope. 
The invention will be fully and comprehen 

Sively understOOd from a COnsideration of the foll 
lowing detailed description when read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing which 
forms a part of the application. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view illustrating 

the new and improved envelope in accordance 
with the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a view of the envelope disclosed in 
Figure 1 with the folding edge perforated and 
cpened by the novel opening means. 

Figure 3 is an elevational view of a modified 
form of the invention. 

Figure 4 is an elevational view of a still fur 
ther modified form of the invention, and 

Figure 5 is a detail sectional view taken Sub 
stantially on line 5-5 of Figure 4. 

Referring to the drawing for a more detailed 
description thereof wherein like parts, are des 
ignated by similar reference characters in the 
several views, the envelope indicated generally 
by the reference numeral to includes a back por 
tion and gunned flap 2, the fold line 3 
being formed by placing the flap 2 over the en 
velope in sealed relation. 
A string, cord or the like 4 is stitched or other 

wise secured along the fold line 3 of the envelope 
whereby a double seam is formed presenting the 
formation illustrated in Figure 1 of the draw 
ing. It will be noted that the thread 4 extends 
from the side 5 of the envelope toward the side 
6 to form the pair of semicircular loops and 
8, respectively. The thread is then brought 
back to the side 15 so that both ends of the thread 
are exposed on the one side. To open the sealed 
envelope, the free ends 19 of the thread are 
engaged and, pulling the same toward the edge 

O 

6 of the envelope will perforate the same where 
by the central portion 20 of the envelope is cut . 
out to permit readily removing the contents there-' 
of. Thus it will be seen that there is provided 
an envelope opening means which includes a 
partial mutilation of the envelope Whereby the 
contents are exposed for withdrawal. 
In the modified form of the invention dis 

closed in Figure 3 of the drawing, it will be noted 
that a thread 2 is Sewn or otherwise Secured 
along the transverse edge thereof and one end of 
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the thread is brought back and Will remain em 
bedded within the envelope. In other words, one 
end only of the thread is exposed thus prevent 
ing the withdrawal of the thread without open 
ing the envelope. 
The modified form of the invention disclosed 

in Figures 4 and 5 of the drawing comprises 
stitching or otherwise securing the thread 22 
along the fold edge of the envelope and prior 
to reaching the edge 23, the thread will be re 
versed and brought back to the starting point 
thus presenting both ends of the thread at the 
one point. This is essentially the same as the 
form disclosed in Figures 1 and 2 of the draw 
ing with the exception that the looped portion 
has been omitted. By this arrangement it will 
be exceptionally difficult to remove the thread 
22 without slitting the envelope in the manner 
above indicated. 

Also it will be understood, of course, by those 
skilled in the art that variations in the here 
inabove described device involving the Substitu 
tion of substantial equivalents for the devices de 
scribed are intended to be comprehended Within 
the spirit of the present invention and that the 
invention is capable of extended application and 
is not confined to the exact showing of the draw 
ing nor to the precise construction described and, 
therefore, such changes and modifications may 
be made therein as do not affect the Spirit of the 
invention nor exceed the scope thereof as ex 
pressed in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
In combinatio, an envelope having an inte 

grally-formed main portion, side and end flaps, 
a thread extending along an edge of Said en 
Velope, Said thread being woven through a line of 
perforations provided in Said edge in a manner 
to form opposed semi-circular shaped loop por 
tions above said edge in a side flap and below Said 
Cdge in said main portion and substantially cen 
trally thereof, whereby pulling said thread along 
the edge forms a central cut-out portion on bot. 
sides of said edge to open the envelope and 
facilitate withdrawing the contents thereof. 
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