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This invention relates to a clasp and more par-
ticularly to a clasp for supporting garments such
as hose.

An object of the invention is to provide a simple
and efficient device for supporting a garment
which may be quickly and easily attached and/or
detached and which will not cut or injure the
garment on which it is applied.

In the usual or conventicnal means for .sup-
‘porting garments such as hose, a button or pro-
jection is provided over which the garment is
placed and is secured by means of a properly
shaped wire or clasp which grips the garment
between the button and the clasping member.
In accordance with the present invention the
conventional button, which is objectionable be-

cause it not only projects in an ungainly fashion.

but also weakens the garment, is eliminated.

In accordance with a feature of the invention
a wire frame is provided having at one end a link
hinged thereto and at the other end a sliding
member. The frame is adapted to be mounted
on webbing by passing the webbing through the
frame and stitching or otherwise securing it. The
garment is secured by folding it over the hinged
link, forcing the link back against the frame and
moving the sliding member downwardly and over
the hinged link and garment.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will be apparent by referring to the following de-
tailed description and accompanying drawings
in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view on one embodiment
of the invention;

Fig, 2 is a perspective view of the wire frame
used in the embodiment disclosed in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the link member
shown in Fig. 1;-

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the sliding' mem-
ber shown in:Fig. 1;

Pig. 5 is a rear elevational view of the embodi-
ment shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 6 is a front elevational view of the embodi-
ment shown in Fig. 1 in a closed position secured
to a garment;

Fig. 7 is a side elevational view of another pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention;

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the wire frame
shown in Fig. 7;

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the link mem-
ber shown in Fig. 7;

Fig, 10 is a perspective view of another link
member secured to the frame as shown in Fig, 7;

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of a ferrule for
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securing the link member shown in Fig..10 to tne
frame shown in Fig, 8;

Pig. 12 is a front elevational view of the clasp
shown in Fig. 7 in its closed position, secured o a
garment;

Fig. 13 is a side elevational view.of another em-
bodiment of the invention having a curved frame;

Fig. 14 is a side elevational view of another em-
bodiment of the invention in which the frame is
indented or offset to receive the.end of the hinged
link; and

Fig.:15 is a partial view of a clasp having a mod-
ified type of link member.,

Referring to Figs. 1. to 6 inclusive, which illus-
trate a preferred embodiment of the invention, a
frame 20 (Fig.'2) is preferably made from a wire
formed- in a substantially rectangular shape as
shown and connected at its ends by means of a
ferrule 25. Two outwardly projecting portions

Q-

po3

—
W

22 of the frame 20 are provided at the bottom of </

the frame to support a link member 23 (Figs. 3 and
5).. The link member 23 is preferably slightly
wider than the frame 20 as shown in Figs. 1 and
5. The ends 24 (Fig. 3) of the link member 23
before ‘forming (as shown in dotted lines) are
passed through the. projecting: portions 22 and
around the upper outwardly projecting arms 26.
of the frame 20 as shown in Fig. 5 thereby form-
ing loops 21 (Fig. 3). A sliding member 38 (Fig.
4) has two side lips.31 which are loosely formed
around the upper sides 21 of the frame 20 (Fig, 5).
The upper end of the member 30 has a rolled edge
33 ‘and the lower end has an outwardly projecting
lip 34. 'The frame 20 is preferably formed with
bends at 36—36 so that the lower portion is
slightly to the rear of the upper portion. This
method of construction enables the sliding mem-
ber 30 to move downwardly over the link member
23 (Fig. 6) and also provides a stop to limit-the
downward travel of the sliding member 38. Web-
bing 28 is preferably secured to the clasp by pass-
ing it over the ferrule 25, under the sliding mem-
ber 30, around. the lower end 29 (Pigs. 1 and 2)
of the frame 20 and under the ferrule 25 at
which point the end of the webbing 28 is secured to
that portion of the webbing just about the fer-
rule 25.

The garment 35 (Fig. 6) is secured to the clasp
by folding it over the hinged link 23, forcing the
link 23 and the garment 3% back against the frame
20, and moving the sliding member 30 downward,
over-the hinged link 23 and garment 35. The
sliding member 30 is.adapted to provide sufficient
friction between itself and the garment .35:and
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between the lips 31 and the frame 20 so that the
clasp will not accidentally open.

Referring to Figs. 7 to 12 inclusive, which illus-
trate another preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, a frame 40 (Fig. 8) of substantially rec-
tangular shape is provided with parallel upper
sides 41 and a lower end 42. The frame 20 is
bent at 48—48 so that the upper sides #1 are
forward of the lower sides of the frame as shown
in Figs. 7 and 8. A link member 45 (Fig. 10) is
secured to the uppsr end of the frame 40 by means
of a ferrule #48 (Fig. 11) as shown in Fig. 7. A
link member 58 (Fig. 9) having a slot 53 and a lip
52 is secured to the lower end of the frame 48 with
the lip 52 loosely formed around the lower end 42
of the frame 48. The link member 50 is wider
than the frame and the lip 52 is cut away at the
edges 88 to limit the movement of the link 58. A
sliding member 38 similar to that shown in Fig.
4 is secured to the upper sides 4! of the frame
43 in the same manner as described above in con-
nection with the clasp shown in Pigs. 1 to 6 in-
clusive. Elastic webbing 58 (Fig. 7) is applied
under the tension to the clasp by passing it over
the ferrule 48, back of the frame 40 and the link
member 58, forward through the slot 53 and
around the lower end of the link member 59.
By applying elastic webbing in this manner the
link is held away from the frame 48. A webbing
is secured to the link 45.

The garment 85 (Fig. 12) is secured to the clasp
by folding it over the hinged link 58, forcing the
link 58 and the garment 35 back against the frame
48, and moving the sliding member 3¢ downward
over the hinged link 598 and the garment 35.

In cases where bulky, thick fabrics 63 (Fig. 13)
are to be fastened a frame 60, similar to that
shown in Fig. 2 except having its upper end 62
curved as shown in Fig. 13, is employed.

The clasp shown in Fig. 14 is similar to that
disclosed in Figs. 1 to 6 inclusive, except that a
frame 78 is provided with U shaped bends 72 into
which the upper end of the link 23 lies when the
clasp is closed.

The clasp shown in Fig. 15 is similar to that
shown in Figs. 1 to 6 inclusive, except that the
link 23 (Wig. 3) is replaced by a link 89, the upper
end 81 of which is narrower than the frame 20
and is covered by a sleeve or glove 82 of rubber,
fabric, bakelite or other non metallic material.

While several preferred embodiments of the
invention have been shown and described in de-
tail, the invention is not limited by the specific
embodiments shown as numerous modifications
thereof may be made by persons skilled in the art.
The scope of the invention is to be determined
by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a clasp, a frame, a link member Ioosely
secured to the frame in order to be swung to
operative and inoperative positions, and a mem-
ber slidable on the frame to a position wherein a
portion thereof overlaps the link member when in
the closed or operative position, said frame having
offset portions in the lower part thereof to limit
the downward movement of the slidable member.

2. In a clasp, a frame of substantially rec-
tangular shape having outwardly projecting por-
tions comprising upper and lower arms, a link
member rotatively secured to said lower arms and
movable to operative and inoperative positions,
a clamp to hold the link member against the
frame in its operative position and means to limit
the movement of said link member to less than
180° from its operative position.
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3. In a clasp, a frame of substantially rec-
tangular shape having outwardly projecting por-
tions comprising upper and lower arms, a Iink
member rotatively secured to said lower arms and
movable between said lower arms and said frame
and means movable to a position overlapping the
link member to hold the link member against the
frame in its operative position.

4. In a clasp for material, a frame having the
lower portions thereof offset to the rear of the
upper portions thereof and a link member rotata-
bly secursd to said frame and adapted to rest
against the lower portion cf said frame, and
means slidable on said frame to the junction of
the upper and lower portions of said frame to
hold said link member against the frame.

5. In a clasp for material, a frame having the
lower portions thereof offset to the rear of the
upper portions thereof and a link member rotata-
kly secured to said frame and adapted to clasp
the material and hold it against said frame, and
means slidable on said frame to 2 position over-
lapping the link member when the link member
is in the position which holds the material against
the frame.

6. In a clasp, a frame, outwardly extending
brojections comprising upper and lower arms, a
link member lcosely secured to the upper arms
in order to be swung to an operative position
against the frame and to an inoperative position
against the lower arms, and a member slidable
on the frame to a position wherein a portion
thereof overlaps the link member when in the
closed or operative position.

7. In a clasp, a frame having parallel arms. a
slidable member secured to the upper end of said
arms, a link member loosely secured o the lower
end of the frame and adapted to be swung to an
operative position against the frame and to an
inoperative position away fiom the frame, said
slidable member adapted to be moved to a posi-
tion wherein a portion thereof overlaps the link
member when in the closed or operative position,
and means between the upper and lower ends of

‘said parallel arms to limit the downward move-

ment of said slidable member.

8. In a clasp for an article, a wire frame, 3 link
member secured to said frame, a non metallic
elastic webbing passed around the lower portion
of said link member tending to hold said link
member in its open position and adapted to en-
gage the article when the clasp is in its closed
position, and a sliding member secured to said
frame and adapted to cooperate with said link
member.

9. In a clasp, a webbing, a frame of substan-
tially rectangular shape having outwardly pro-
jecting portions comprising upper and lower arms,
a link member rotatably secured to said upper
arms, said link member having an aperture there-
in through which said webbing is adapted to
pass, and a clamp to secure said link member in
its operated position.

10. In a clasp, a frame of substantially rec-
tangular shape having outwardly projecting pro-
Jecting portions comprising upper and lower arms,
2 link member rotatably secured to said upper
arms and movable between said lower arms and
said frame and an elastic member secured under
tension between the upper part of said frame and
the lower part of said link member.

11. In a clasp for material, a frame having the
lower portions thereof offset to the rear of the
upper portions thereof, a link member rotatably
secured to the lower portion of said frame and
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adapted to rest against said frame, means for
limiting the movement of said link member and

means to hold said link member against the

frame.

12. In a clasp for material, a frame, a link
member one end of which is rotatably secured to
said frame, a webbing around the end of the
link member opposite the end secured to the
frame, said link member and webbing adapted
to clasp the material and hold it against said
frame, and means for limiting the movement
of said link member,

13. In a clasp, a frame having parallel sides,
projections extending from said sides and com-
prising upper and lower arms, a link member
loosely secured to the upper arms in order to be
swung to an inoperative position and to an op-
erative position against the frame and a mem-
ber slidably secured to the upper parallel sides
of the frame and movable to a position wherein
a portion thereof overlaps the link member to
hold the link member against the frame.

14. In a clasp, 2 frame having parallel arms, a
sliding member secured to the upper end of said
arms, cffset portions in said arms to limit the
movement of the sliding member, a link mem-
ber one side of which is secured to the lower end
of said frame and adapted to be moved so that
its upper end rests against the frame, means for
limiting the movement of said link member, said
link having an aperture therethrough and an
elastic webbing passed through the aperture in
said link and secured under tension between the
upper end of said frame and the lower end of
said link member.

15. In a clasp, a frame having parallel arms,
the lower portions of said arms ofiset to the rear
of the upper portions thereof, a sliding member
secured to the upper end of said arms, a link
member secured to the lower end of said frame,
said link member having an elastic member
around one end thereof tending to hold said link
member in its open position and means for limit-
ing the movement of said link member, said link
member adapted to rest against said frame in its
closed position, and said sliding member adapted
to cooperate with said link member,

3

16. In a clasp, a frame, a link member loosely
secured to the frame in order to be swung to op-
erative and inoperative positions, and a member
slidable on the frame to a position wherein a
portion thereof overlaps the link member when
in the closed or operative position, said frame
having offset portions in the lower part thereof
to limit the downward movement of the slidable
member, and means to prevent said link from
swinging to an inoperative position parallel with
said frame.

17. In a clasp, a frame, a link member loosely
secured to the frame in order to be swung to op-
erative and inoperative positions, and a member
slidable on the frame to a position wherein a
portion thereof overlaps the link member when
in the closed or operative position, said frame
having offset portions in the lower part thereof
to limit the downward movement of the slidable
member, and means to limit the rotation of said
link to less than 180° from its operative position.

18. In a clasp, a frame, a link member loosely
secured to the frame in order to be swung to op-
erative and inoperative positions, and a member
slidable on the frame to a position wherein a
portion thereof overlaps the link member when in
the closed or operative position, said frame hav-
ing offset portions in the lower part thereof to
limit the downward movement of the slidable
member, and a webbing running along the back
of said frame and secured to the upper portion
of said frame.

19. In a clasp, a frame, a link member loosely
secured to the frame in order to be swung to op-
erative and inoperative positions, and a member
slidable on the frame to a position whereln a
portion thereof overlaps the link member when
in the closed or operative position, said frame
having offset portions in the lower part thereof
to limit the downward movement of the slidable
member, means to limit the rotation of said link
to less than 180° from its operative position, and
a, webbing running along the back of said frame
and secured to the upper portion of said frame.

ERNEST C. KASTNER.
HENRY W. FALSTROM.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40




