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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Eyesnwe Goierr, a
citizen of the United States; residing at
Long Beach, in the county of Los Angeles
and State of California, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Ex-
tensible Crutches; and T do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which ‘it
appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to: extensible

crutches and more particularly to that type

of crutch in which the footpiece is made ad-
justable for people of various.height_s. ,
More specifically my invention resides in
providing a device of this character, ‘com-
posed of the least number of parts, which
may be quickly adjusted when the occasion
arises and which is adapted to withstand the
heavy duty to which it is subjected.
Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a construction in which the brace ends
are compactly and securely held in position

and are adapted to slidingly receive a, foot-.

piece. o
Another object of my invention is to pro-

_yide a construction in which the foot-piece

is firmly held in any adjusted position be-
tween the two braces. :
A still further object of my invention is

“to provide a simple means for assembling
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drawing and from the following:

the braces and foot-piece and which pro-
vides a quick, strong, and convenient. ad-
justable connection.

And still another object of my invention
is to. provide an improved arm rest, which
may be adjusted to fit the armpit thereby
eliminating the usual chafing and soreness
common to the use of crutches.

The invention will be readily understood
from an inspection of the accompanying
detailed
description of the comstruction illustrated
therein,

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of my improved crutch; Fig. 2 is an

elevation of the foot-piece showing the ad-
Justing holes; Fig. 3 is a section on line 3—3.

of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a section showing the
ferrule into which the two braces are re.
ceived and illustrating the manner in which
the footpiece passes therethrough; Fig. 5 is
a section taken on line 5—5 of Fig. 4; Fig.
6 is a modification of the crutch and Fig. 7
is a-section on line 7—7 thereof. :

Specification of Letters Patent.

. Patented Nov. 19, 1918,

"Application filed November 18,1917, Sérial No. 202,324,

In the drawing the improved crutch is
shown as composed of two braces 1 of suit.
able material and attached in any preferred
manner to the arm rest. 2 which is shown as
having a central hump 8 and two depres-
sions 4 for the reception of the two cor-
responding cords of the underarm. It is
obvious that any type of arm piece may be
used if desired. Centrally, the two braces
are provided with the usnal hand-hold 5
which may or may not be adjustable in any
approved way, as by a series of perforations
in the braces and a bolt to pass through the
hand-hold. ‘ '

The lower beveled ends of the braces 1
are brought together and held within a metal
ferrule 6 by means of small screws or other
fasteners 7, the space between the braces
within the ferrule being of a suitable di-
ameter to slidably receive a foot-piece 8, as
shown in Fig. 5. i . .

This foot-piece 8 is provided at its ex-
treme lower end with a metal tip 9 while
the upper half is provided with a series of

Spaced bolt-holes 14, any desired one of
“ which is adapted to receive a bolt 11 pass-

ing through holes in the braces 1. In order
to secure the braces and foot-piece firmly in
position there are provided two washers 10
of any suitable material also perforated to
receive the bolt 11 and the inner surface of
these washers ‘is curved or provided with
any adaptable contour to enable them to
snugly fit between the foot-piece and the
braces. The braces, foot-piece and washers
are held in position by the bolt 11, clamp-
ing washers 12 and-nut 13,

In lieu of holding the foot-piece as in Fig.
1 a construction like that shown in Fig. 6
may be resorted to, in which the braces 1
are grooved as at 15 to slidingly receive the
upper portion of the foot-piece 8 which may
be held in adjusted position as by the nut
and bolt shown therein. If necessary spac-
ing washers may be used as in Fig. 1.

My preferred form of arm rest comprises
a strap 19 of more or less flexible material
stuch as leather, attached to the top of the
braces 1 and provided with a centrally lo-
cated hump, herein shown ag a padded ball
20 of oblong or other form sectred to the
strap in any desired way. In order to
make the arm rest adjustable to people of
different weights means is provided to per-
mit said flexible means to sag or to render
the same taut as the occasion demands,
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One such means consists in compressing
the natural spring of the braces 1 by means
of 1 bolt 17 adapted to pass through a sleeve
16 located between the braces, so that by
means of the different adjustments the strap
19 is made tant as when it is to be used hy
a heavy person ot the strap 19 is sagged by
compressing the outer ends of the braces by
the adjusting means when for use by a
lighter person. =

Tt will be noted that in use the padded
pall will vest in the arm pit and that the
weight of the user will cause said strap to
sag and form depressions in the strap on
onch side of the ball to receive the cords of
the under arm.

Faving thus deseribed my invention what

T ¢laim and desive to secure by Lietters Pat-

ent is:— \

1. Tn an extensible crutch, braces which
diverge toward their upper ends, an arm-
rest connecting said divergent ends, a fer-
rule inclosing the lower ends of said braces
and secured thereto, a foot-piece disposed
between said braces and slidably projecting
through said ferrule, said foot-piece having
a series of spaced bolt-holes therethrough
and a single bolt passing through said braces
and foot-piece and firmly securing them to-
gether, whereby said foot-piece may be ad-
justed and secured at any one of a plurality

Copigs of 'tfhis patent may be obiained for five eénts each, BY addressing the
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of adjustable positions longitudinally of
said braces. ,

0. A crutch having a foot-piece and braces
extending therefrom and diverging toward
their upper ends, the upper portions of gaid
Draces being resilient and adapted to read-
ily yield to pressure tending to draw them
togother, a flexible arm-rest connecting the
free ends of said braces, and an adjusting
device whereby the divergent ends of said
braces may be drawn toward each other or
forced apart, to vary the tension of said
arm-rest, and the parts firmly secured in
adjusted position.

5 An extensible crutch comprising diver-
gent braces having an arm-rest on their di-
vergent ends and their lower ends spaced

apart and seated in a ferrule to which they
extending through ”

are secured, a foot-piece
said ferrule between said braces

and slidable
thevein, said foot-piece having

a series of

bolt-holes therein, and a fastening bolt pass-

ing through both braces and foot-piece and

“adjustably securing them together.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.
EUGENE GILLETT.
Witnesses:
Aupprr C. WALTER,
Toutse Vax OsDEL.

“Commissioner of Patents,
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