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57 ABSTRACT 
Portable multiple purpose camping apparatus adapted 
to serve as a pack frame that can be carried on the 
back of the camper when folded up and which can be 
unfolded on the camp site to form a camp chair, a 
chaise lounge or can be completely unfolded to form a 
cot for sleeping. 

1 Claim, 11 Drawing Figures 
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3,822,422 
COMBINATION MULTIPLE PURPOSE CAMPERS 
FOLDING COT AND PORTABLE PACK FRAME 

SUBJECT MATTER OF INVENTION 

This invention relates to portable camping equip 
ment and more specifically this invention relates to a 
novel convertible multi-purpose cot that can also be 
folded to form other articles of camper's furniture in 
cluding being folded into a camping pack frame. 

PRIOR ART 
Pack frames perse are old in the art. Since man him 

self was the original beast of burden, pack frames go 
back to prehistoric times having been used by the 
Roman Legions and the American Indians and modern 
campers have continued to use pack frames to carry 
their camping equipment through into primitive and 
inaccessible areas. Classical pack frames serve a single 
purpose and were of no further functional value after 
the campers arrived at the camp site. 

In modern times, however, utility minded campers 
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have sought to lighten their burden and increase their 
comfort by devising combination pack frames that 
could also double as other items of useful camp equip 
ment after the camper arrived at the chosen camp site. 
The prior art discloses a variety of pack racks or pack 
frames that can be converted into camp stools or camp 
chairs, and there have been at least two previous efforts 
to develope camping apparatus with interchangeable 
parts that could be used to convert a pack frame into 
a camp cot or vice versa, but in each instance and in 
each conversion there were loose parts to be assembled 
and reassembled which required some amount of skill 
on the part of the camper and were potential sources 
of immense frustration when the camper found himself 
in the remote wilderness minus some part of the appa 
ratus necessary to assemble the cot or to reassemble 
the pack to hike back. It is therefore a major purpose 
of this invention to create a light, efficient, portable, 
multi-purpose piece of camping equipment of unitary 
construction that can be converted from pack to a 
camper's cot or other articles of camping furniture by 
simply refolding the device into different configura 
tions without the necessity of reassembling loose or 
extra parts. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 
It is an object of this invention to create a convertible 

camper's pack rack, folding cot and multi-purpose item 
of camping equipment of such unitary construction 
that all of the essential parts of the apparatus will re 
main fixed attached parts of the device in all of the con 
figuration thereby minimizing the danger of losing es 
sential parts. 
Another object of the invention is to create an item 

of multi-purpose camping apparatus which can be 
readily converted from one use to another simply by 
refolding the device into a different configuration. 

In the past folding camp cots have either been too 
heavy and too sturdy to be readily portable on the back 
of the camperor the devices have been so flimsy that 
the cot sagged in the middle allowing the camper's 
back to touch the ground with resulting cold and dis 
comfort. It is accordingly an object of this invention to 
provide a folding camp cot of sufficiently rigid con 
struction and height as to prevent the cot from sagging 
during use. 
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Another object of the invention is to provide a com 

bination convertible pack rack and camper's cot that 
can be converted into a useful camp chair by folding 
the device into the proper configuration. 

Still a further object is to provide an item of multi 
purpose convertible camping equipment that can be 
converted into a chaise longue when the camper de 
sires to rest in a semi-reclining position. 
A still further object of this invention is to create a 

multi-purpose folding pack rack in which the folded 
spaced apart layers of canvas which form the cot cover 
will serve as spaced springs holding the pack at a slight 
distance from the camper's back and thereby minimiz 
ing the discomforts of rubbing and chafing of the camp 
er's back. The spaced apart layers of cot canvas are 
also designed to permit air to circulate between the 
back of the camper and the pack thereby minimizing 
perspiration, discomfort to the camper and needless 
wetting of the articles in the pack. 
A further object of the invention is to devise such an 

item of multi-purpose camping equipment providing it 
with cross braces curved in such a direction that when 
the structure is folded into a pack rack and mounted on 
the camper's back that said cross braces and the cross 
portion of the folding leg will curve in such a direction 
as to curl around the camper's back and spinal column 
thereby reducing one of the serious discomforts of pack 
carried burdens. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention will 

become apparent through consideration of the follow 
ing description and appended claims in conjunction 
with the attached drawings in which: 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE 

DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the multi-purpose 

combination pack frame and camp cot folded to consti 
tute a pack frame and the drawing illustrates the man 
ner in which said combination cot and pack frame 
would be mounted on the back of a hiker or camper. 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the device contemplated by 
this invention in folded position showing the under-sur 
face of the head panel illustrating the positioning of the 
shoulder straps used to secure said combination cot 
and pack rack on the back of a hiker or camper. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the U shaped leg employed 

to support the head panel and a similar Ushaped leg is 
employed to support the foot panel of said combination 
pack rack and cot. 
FIG. 4 is an end view of the same leg showed in FIG. 

3 showing how a slight curve is fabricated into the 
length of said Ushaped leg so that when the combina 
tion camping device is folded to form a pack rack that 
said leg will fold into such a position that the leg will 
curve around the back and spine of the camper carry 
ing the pack. - - 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a preferred embodi 
ment of the device contemplated by this invention 
completely unfolded to form a camper's folding cot. . . 
FIG. 6 is a side plan view of the unfolded cot showing. 

the positioning of the folding legs when the device is 
unfolded to form a cot. 
FIG. 7 is a side plan view illustrating the method of 

fabricating the stress hinge employed to join the head 
and foot panels to the center panel of the folding cot 
together with an illustration of the hinges employed to 



3,822,422 
3 

join the center legs to the folding cot and illustrating 
the stop shoulder which limits the rotation of said fold 
ing legs. 
FIG. 8 is a side plan view of the hinge shown in FIG. 

7 showing the hinge in closed position as it would be if 
the cot were folded up and also showing the leg hinge 
in folded position. 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the device described 

herein partially unfolded to form a chaise longue. 
FIG. 10 illustrates the combination camping device 

described herein folded into such a configuration as to 
form a camping chair in which the center legs of the cot 
form the leg of the chair, the inverted head panel of the 
cot forms the seat of the chair and the head panel legs 
unfold to serve as the back brace for the chair. 
FIG. 11 is a side plan view of the device described 

herein folded to form a chair. 
In describing one selected form of preferred embodi 

ment in this invention as shown in the drawings and de 
scribed in this specification, specific terms and compo 
nents are used for clarity. However, it is not intended 
to limit the claimed invention to the specific form, 
components or construction shown and it is to be un 
derstood that the specific terms used in this illustration 
of the invention are intended to include all technical 
equivalents which operate in a similar manner to ac 
complish a similar purpose. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF INVENTION 

Referring to the specific embodiment of the inven 
tion selected for illustration in the accompanying draw 
ings, and starting with the device in a completely un 
folded position to form a cot as shown in FIG. 5 and 6 
the number 21 is used to designate the overall folding 
cot structure which is generally of a rectangular shape 
in common with most camp cots and is divided into 
three folding panels designated as head panel 22, cen 
ter panel 23, and foot panel 24. The frame for folding 
cot 21 could be fabricated from wood, strong plastic, 
but is preferably fabricated from a tubular metal mate 
rial that is both light and comparatively rigid and 
strong. Head panel frame member 25 is generally of a 
U shaped construction with an intermediate portion of 
the parallel legs of head panel frame member 25 ta 
pered inward from each side by an amount approxi 
mately equal to the diameter of the tubing used for the 
frame such that the width of the head end of the cot is 
slightly shorter than the width of most of the cot. The 
center section of the cot is supported by two spaced 
apart parallel frame members 26 and 27 which are con 
nected by means of folding hinges 29 and 30 to the side 
legs of head frame member 25. Foot panel 24 is sup 
ported by a generally U shaped frame member 28. As 
in the case of head panel frame member 25 that portion 
of the side legs of foot panel frame member 28 that are 
adjacent to the joined end portion of said foot panel are 
tapered inward from each side by an amount approxi 
mately equal to the diameter of the tubing used for said 
frame and the opened end of the side legs of frame 
member 28 are connected by means of hinges 31 and 
32 to center panel frame members 26 and 27 so that 
the five frame members join together to create a gener 
ally rectangular folding frame except that the side por 
tions of the upper and lower corners are tapered inward 
to permit the cot to fold more efficiently and more 
compactly. 
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4 
Head panel frame member 25 and foot panel frame 

member 28 are joined to center panel frame members 
26 and 27 by means of stress hinges 29, 30, 31 and 32 
which are illustrated in somewhat greater detail in 
FIGS. 7 and 8 of the drawings herein. Stress hinge 29 
may be fabricated from tubular sleeves adapted to slide 
over the ends of frame members 25, 26, 27 and 28 but 
in the prototype described herein said stress hinges 
were fabricated from sheet metal formed into the U 
shaped configuration to fit around 3 sides of the frame 
members to which they were to be attached and are se 
cured to said frame members by means of rivets 33 - 
33 as shown in FIG.8. As a sub-portion of stress hinge 
29 a flange 34 extends at an angle from one end of each 
of the body portions of hinge 29 where said flanges are 
joined by means of a pivot 35. It should be noted that 
this stress hinge can be folded to allow the two legs of 
the hinge to lie parallel to each other in folded position 
or the hinge may be opened by as much as 180' so that 
the legs of the hinge extend in a straight line extension 
from each other and are prevented from rotating be 
yond 180° by stop surface 36 and 36. This structure will 
hereafter be referred to generally as stress hinge 29 and 
the expression stress hinge is deemed as including all of 
the sub-component parts of said hinge. 
Center panel parallel frame members 26 and 27 are 

supported and held in spaced apart relationship by gen 
erally Ushaped folding legs 37 and 38. Said folding legs 
37 and 38 are connected to center panel frame mem 
bers 26 and 26 by means of dog leg hinges 39 - 39 
which permit said U shaped legs to be folded inward 
toward the center of center panel 23 until the common 
or joined portion of legs 37 and 38 lay parallel and ad 
jacent to each other against cot cover 42, or in the al 
ternative said legs may be unfolded and rotated back 
slightly more than 90 until the rotation of said legs are 
limtied by stop surfaces 40. Under normal circum 
stances spaced apart frame members 26 and 27 would 
tend to be pulled toward each other when a heavy body 
was placed upon the upper surface of cot 21 which re 
sultance of sagging of the cover of cot 21. By providing 
cross braces 41 - 41 extending from side to side of 
center legs 37 and 38 as shown in FIG. 5 and FIG. 1, 
said cross braces provide transverse rigidity to the cen 
tersection of the cot as well as adding support for the 
legs and helps hold the cover of cot 21 more tautly in 
stretched condition. 
The top surface of cot 21 is provided with a cover 42 

of appropriately flexible material or heavy canvas span 
ning the frame created by frame members 25, 26, 27, 
and 28 and appropriately sewn around or connected to 
said cot frame members in any convenient manner. The 
canvas or material used for cot cover 42 should be flex 
ible but should have very little elasticity since the taut 
ness of cover 42 is a factor in creating air spaces be 
tween panels 22, 23 and 24 when they are folded and 
held to prevent the pack which may be mounted on the 
outside of the device when used as a pack rack from 
rubbing directly against the back of the camper or 
hiker carrying the pack rack. A somewhat better fron 
tal view of center leg 37 together with cross brace 42 
is provided in FIG. 10. 
A generally U shaped folding leg 43 is pivotally at 

tached to the inside surface of the tapered portion of 
head panel frame member 25 and is so proportioned 
and positioned that that it is adapted to lie inside the 
parallel side portions of head panel frame member 25 
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when leg 43 is rotated into folded position. When com 
pletely folded leg 43 comes to rest against cot cover 42 
and lies between the inside of U shaped head frame 
member 25 so that it supplies transverse rigidity and 
strength to the center portion of head panel 22 when 
in folded position. The outward rotation of leg 43 is 
limited by means of split folding brace 44 which pivot 
ally connects between an intermediate point on leg 43 
and pivot point 45 at an intermediate point on the side 
legs of head frame panel 25. FIG. 3 provides a profile 
view illustration of the side of leg 43 when viewed 
straight on from the head end of the cot but an end 
view of leg 43 is shown in FIG. 4 in which the leg has 
been rotated by 90' shows that there is a slight curve 
in the transverse portion of Ushaped leg 43. It will be 
seen later that this curve provides a bracing and spring 
action when the device is folded into and used as a pack 
frame but as somewhat more concern to the camper 
said folded leg 43 will be immediately adjacent to the 
camper's back when the device is used in folded posi 
tion as a pack rack as shown in FIG. 2. By curving the 
cross portion of leg 43 as shown in FIG. 4 slightly 
toward the center of the cot (toward canvas cover 42 
when the cot is in folded position) said leg is caused to 
curve around the back and spinal column so that it 
causes minimum contact with and bruising of the 
camper's back where the cross portion of said leg 43 
would otherwise rub in the absence of this curve. 
A generally U shaped folding leg 46 similar in con 

struction to folding leg 42 except for the positioning of 
the curve in said leg is pivotally attached to the inside 
surface of the tapered portion of foot panel frame 
member 28 and is so proportioned and positioned that 
is adapted to lie inside the parallel side portions of foot 
panel frame member 28 when leg 46 is rotated into 
folded position. When completely folded leg 46 comes 
to rest against the underside of cot cover 42 and lies be 
tween the inside of Ushaped foot panel frame member 
28 so that it supplies transverse rigidity and strength to 
the center portion of said foot panel 24 when said fold 
ing leg 46 is in folded position in the same manner as 
was described for leg 43 in connection with the 
strengthening of head panel 22. Similarly the outward 
rotation of leg 46 is limited by means of split folding 
brace 44 which pivotally connects between the inter 
mediate point on said leg 46 and pivot point 45 at an 
intermediate point on the side legs of head panel frame 
member 28. U shaped folding leg 46 is provided with 
a transverse curve similar to that fabricated into U 
shaped leg 43 except that leg 46 must be mounted in 
foot panel frame member 28 in such position as to 
cause the curve surface of Ushaped leg 46 to curve in 
the opposite direction from the curve in U shaped leg 
43. Said curve in Ushaped leg 46 will curve toward the 
canvascot cover when said leg is folded against said cot 
cover 42 and when leg 46 is in extended or unfolded 
position said curve will point toward the center of cot 
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21. When foot panel 24 is folded over center panel 23 
and head panel 22 is folded over foot panel 24 to pro 
duce a pack frame it will be seen that the curve in fold 
ing leg 43 and the curve in folding leg 46 both curve 
around and away from the back of the person carrying 
said pack rack. It should also be noted that the Swinging 
or banging of a pack or load on the outside surface of 
the pack rack will strike the outer curved surfaces of 
folding leg 46 and folding leg 43 causing the outside 
parallel proportions of said Ushaped legs to spring out 
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ward thereby offsetting any tendancy of the canvas 
cover 42 to sag so that the pack load is prevented from 
banging against the back of the hiker. 
By tapering the ends of head frame member 25 and 

foot frame member 28 inward as previously described 
the three cot frame panels are caused to fold more effi 
ciently and more compactly into each other as can be 
seen by examining the side profile views shown in FIG. 
10 and FIG. 11 and the side of cot 21 as shown in FIG. 
1. But also note that when the frame is folded into a 
pack rack that folded legs 37, 43 and 46 will serve both 
as transverse bracers and as spacers or separators be 
tween the adjacent but spaced apart panels of folded 
cot cover 42 so that circulating air space is preserved 
between each of the spaced apart stretched layers of 
cot covering 42 and that the direct weight of such pack 
loads as may be attached to the pack rack are not per 
mitted to come into direct contact with the back of the 
hiker carrying the pack. 
The shoulder harness system 48 is mounted on the 

underside of head panel 22 and is best illustrated in 
FIG. 2 of the drawings herein. Said shoulder harness 
system is made up of shoulder harness straps 49 and 50 
attached to an intermediate point in the upper portion 
of the underside of cot cover 42 by any appropriate or 
convenient means. In the inventor's prototype the 
straps were sewn to canvas. cover 42 and the attach 
ment was strengthened by an appropriate sized rein 
forcement patch 51 as illustrated. The outer end of 
shoulder harness straps 49 and 50 terminate in snap 
clips 52-52 which connect to eyelets 53 - 53. Eye 
lets 53-53 and 53 - 53' are sewn into the right and 
left side of the lower portion of the underside of the 
head panel portion of cot cover 42 as shown in FIG. 2. 
The manner in which these straps extend over the 
shoulders and body of a camper or hiker and are re 
turned to eyelets 53 - 53 for the purpose of supporting 
said combination folding cot and pack rack on the back 
of a camper or hiker will be readily appreciated from 
an examination of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. Said shoulder har 
ness strap system 48 and securing means should be so 
positioned on the underside of folding cot head panel 
22 as to cause the upper portion of said cot and pack 
rack to extend above the shoulders of the camper and 
to position said pack rack on the camper's back in such 
position as to avoid having the cross members of the 
pack frame ride on the camper's buttocks. Since camp 
ers will vary in height and in robustness, some means 
of adjusting the effective length of shoulder strap sys 
tem 48 is necessary. In the instance of the inventor's 
prototype of this invention the effective length of 
shoulder straps 49 and 50 were adjusted by the choice 
of connecting snap clips 52 into upper eyelets 53 - 53 
or into lower eyelets 53' - 53'. It will be readily appar 
ent, however, that there are a variety of satisfactory 
commercial devices available for adjusting the actual 
length of straps 49 and 50 and a variety of satisfactory 
techniques and hardware for connecting the lower ends 
of straps 49 and 50 to appropriate return points on the 
lower portions of head panel 22. The choice of specific 
hardware or positioning of the shoulder harness system 
is not claimed as a unique part of this invention and any 
equivalent technique of shoulder harness support 
should be regarded as within the scope of this inven 
tOn. 
The process of converting folding cot 21 into a pack 

rack, into a chaise longue or a camp chair is a matter 
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of refolding the structure into its various possible con 
figurations as shown in the drawings herein rather than 
in a change in structure and these matters will be dis 
cussed in the following section on Operation. 
When the combination folding cot and camper's 

pack rack as described herein is folded into a pack rack 
and mounted on the back of a camper some means will 
need to be provided of preventing the center panel and 
the foot panel from unfolding and falling away from 
head panel 22 which is strapped to the camper's back. 
In the case of the experimental prototype of this inven 
tion the three panels were held together when used as 
a pack rack by means of straps 54 - 54 which tied 
frame members 25, 27, and 28 together as illustrated 
in the upper left hand corner of FIG. 1. A similar strap 
would be needed in the upper right hand end of said 
panel frame members but the strap is not shown in this 
position in order to avoid obscuration of this portion of 
the drawing. The inventor used a simple strap buckle 
that was pulled tight for said strap securing means. For 
purposes of security one end of said strap should proba 
bly be securely sewn to an appropriate point on the 
head panel portion of cot cover 42 and it will be readily 
apparent that there is commercially available a variety 
of techniques and hardward for securing said head, 
center and foot panels together in folded position when 
the device is being used as a pack rack. 

OPERATION 
As already explained when said combination camp 

ing device is to be employed as a camp cot it should be 
unfolded and the folding legs positioned as shown in 
FIGS. 5 and 6 of the drawings herein. When the device 
is to be used as a chaise longue head panel 22 may be 
lifted to an appropriate and comfortable angle of incli 
nation by placing a box or other convenient object 
under folding leg 43 and a number of other ways of se 
curing head panel 22 in an inclined position for use as 
a chaise longue are already known to the manufactur 
ers of lawn and hospital furniture and this invention 
makes no claim as to a specific or unique means of se 
curing head panel 22 at an inclined angle as the ulti 
mate manufacturer of the device will undoubtedly want 
to choose his own method of supporting head panel 22 
at an inclined angle. 

In order to fold said combination camping device 
into a configuration for use as a camp chair folding cen 
ter legs 37 and 38 are extended and placed on the 
ground forming a support for center panel 23. Foot 
panel 24 is folded over center panel 23 and head panel 
22 is then folded back over foot panel 24 and folding 
leg 43 is extended to serve as a back for said camp stool 
shown in FIG. 10 and FIG. 11 of the drawings herein. 

When the device is used as a pack rack, folding legs 
37, 38, 43 and 46 are all folded to lie flush against cot 
covering 42. Foot panel 24 is then folded over center 
panel 23 and head panel 22 is then folded over foot 
panel 24 leaving shoulder strap harness system 48 ex 
posed on what is now the upper or outer surface of 
head panel 22. The upper end of panels 22, 23 and 24 
are secured together by securing straps 54 or any other 
appropriate securing means and center folding leg 38 
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is rotated out by approximately 90' to serve as a shelf 65 
for such pack or load as the camper may see fit to strap 
to the rack formed by folding leg-shelf 38 and center 
panel 23 as shown in FIG. 1. The rack and associated 

8 
pack are then lifted and positioned on the back of the 
camper with shoulder straps 49 and 50 extending over 
the shoulders of the camper and being returned to ap 
propriate securing points or eyelets 53 - 53 as illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings herein. 

ADVANTAGES 
In the foregoing description of the structure and 

operation of the invention set forth herein a number of 
advantages have been claimed for the apparatus and 
others will be readily apparent to persons skilled in the 
art. In summary, one of the principal advantages of the 
invention would include the great convenience of hav 
ing a light, efficient, portable, multi-purpose piece of 
camping equipment of unitary construction that can be 
readily converted from pack rack to a camper's cot or 
other articles of camping furniture such as a chaise 
longue or a folding camp chair by simply refolding the 
device into different configurations without the neces 
sity of reassembling loose or extra parts. This elimina 
tion of the danger of losing essential parts by unitary 
construction of a multi-purpose device that is con 
verted from one configuration or use to another simply 
by the process of refolding said structure so that there 
is no danger of arriving at the camp site without essen 
tial parts is a material advantage that will be readily ap 
preciated by any experienced camper. 
Another advantage of the multi-purpose camping de 

vice described herein is that the separated and spaced 
apart layers of the cot frame and cover that make up 
the pack rack when folded are so spaced and posi 
tioned as to preserve space for circulating air between 
the pack and the campers back and the interleaved 
cross portions of folding legs 43, 37 and 46 prevent the 
pack from actually resting upon or rubbing directly on 
the camper's back thereby minimizing perspiration and 
discomfort to the camper. 
Where an ordinary folding frame cot would ordi 

narily sag when a heavy weight was placed in the center 
of it the folding cot described herein has been provided 
with rigidity and cross bracing by the employment of 
dual folding legs under the center panel including addi 
tional cross braces at an intermediate point on said cen 
ter legs together with the positioning of the folding legs 
under the head and foot panels. In the ordinary course 
of events a pack rack made up of a folding frame and 
covering material would ordinarily be pulled suffi 
ciently by the weight of a pack placed thereon to per 
mit the weight of the pack to rub against the back of the 
hiker and certainly to bend against his back as the pack 
fluctuated up and down with the gate of the hiker. It is 
a further material advantage of this invention that the 
weight of a pack resting or banging on the transverse 
portion of folding legs 43, 37 and 46 will cause the 
curves in folding legs 43 and 46 to flex in such a man 
ner as to extend the effective transverse length of said 
legs 43 and 46 which having been mounted inside the 
perimeters of head frame member 24 and foot panel 
frame member 28 will tend to stretch and make such 
frame members wider thereby offsetting any tendancy 
of cot cover 42 to sag. This in turn prevents the weight 
of the pack from rubbing or bouncing on the back of 
the hiker. 
Although this specification describes but a single em 

bodiment of the invention with certain applications 
thereof, it should be understood that structural or ma 
terial rearrangements of adequate or equivalent parts, 
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substitutions of equivalent functional elements and fur 
ther modifications in structure can be made and other 
applications devised without departing from the spirit 
and scope of my invention. I therefore desire that the 
description and the drawings herein be regarded as 
only an illustration of my invention and that the inven 
tion be regarded as limited only as set forth in the fol 
lowing claims, or as required by the prior art. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A combination folding cot and camper's pack 

frame comprising: . . . 

A. a three panel folding frame fabricated from metal 
tubing with 
1. a generally Ushaped head panel frame member 
with the joined end portion of said head frame 
tapered inward from each side by an amount ap 
proximately equal to the diameter of the tubing 
used for the frame, 

2. a center panel having two spaced apart parallel 
frame members, 

3. a generally U shaped foot panel frame member 
with the joined end portion of said foot panel 
frame tapered inward from each side by an 
amount approximately equal to the diameter of 
the tubing used for the frame, and 

4. stress hinged connections connecting the head 
and foot panel frame members to the center 
panel frame members to form a generally rectan 
gular cot frame with the foot panel frame folding 
directly over the center panel and the head panel 
frame folding directly over the foot panel frame; 

B. a generally Ushaped leg hingedly attached to each 
end of the center panel said legs being 
1. hinged to fold under toward the middle of said 
center panel when the cot is folded, 

2. the hinges for said center section legs being pro 
vided with stop surfaces adapted to limit the out 
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10 
ward rotation of said center legs, and 

3. each of said center section legs being provided 
with braces 

C. a Ushaped folding leg pivotally attached to the in 
side surface of the tapered portion of the head 
panel frame member adapted to lie inside the par 
allel side portions of the head panel frame member 
when folded and having 
1. a slight curve in the cross member of said U 
shaped leg such that said cross portion curves 
toward the center of the cot and around the back 
of the camper as a pack, and 

2. a folding brace connecting between an interme 
diate point on said folding leg and an intermedi 
ate point on the side members of the head panel 
frame member; 

D. a Ushaped folding leg pivotally attached to the in 
side surface of the tapered portion of the foot panel 
frame member adapted to lie inside the parallel 
side portions of the foot panel frame member when 
folded and having 
1. a slight curve in the cross member of said U 
shaped leg such that said cross portion curves 
toward the center of the cot and around the back 
of the camper when the device is carried as a 
pack, and 

2. a folding brace connected between an intermedi 
ate point on said folding leg and an intermediate 
point on the side members of the foot panel 
frame member; 

E. a cover of flexible material spanning said folding 
cot frame - 

F. shoulder harness straps attached to the under side 
of that part of the cot cover covering the head 
panel and adapted to support said pack on the 
shoulders and back of a hiker or camper. 
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