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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HOWARD T, INGHRAM, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

HOLDINGIMPLEMENT. 

1,256,565. Specification of Letters Patent. HPaterated Feb. 19, 1918. 
\ Application filed Riarch 29, 1917. Serial No. 158,412. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HowARD T. INGHRAM, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Holding Imple 
its, of which the following is a specifica 
O. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

devices adapted to hold brushes of various kinds, mopping fabrics, scrubbing, wiping 
and dusting cloths and similar articles, and 
has for one of its objects to provide a device 
of this character in which the various arti 
cles to be held may be easily attached and 
detached and firmly held in position while 
II. Se. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of this character adapted to 
be adjusted to hold the articles at any re 
quired angle relative to a supporting handle. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features. 
of construction, as hereinafter shown and 
described and then specifically pointed out 
in the claim; and in the drawings illustra 
tive of the preferred embodiment of the in 
vention 

Figure 1 is an end elevation of the im 
proved device; l 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional detail illustrating the 

coupling between the handle and the body 
of the improved device; Figs. 4 and 5 represent the blanks from 
which the head members are constructed; Fig. 6 is a view of one of the blanks from 
which the gripping members are con 
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structed; - Fig. 7 is a detached perspective view from 
above, of one of the gripping members. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred to in the following description and indi 

cated in all the views of the drawings by 
the same reference characters. 
The different members of the improved 

device are mostly compressed from sheet or 
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plate metal, and comprise coacting head por 
tions pivotally united, coacting gripping 
jaws connected to the head portions, a hold 
ing member adjustably coupled to the head 
portions and adapted to be connected to an 
operating handle, means for compressing the 
holding jaws against the object being held, 
and means for adjusting the holding mem 
ber and the handle relative to the headpor 

tions so that the article being held may be 
disposed at any required angle relative to 
the handle. 
The blank from which one of the head 

members is constructed is shown in Fig. 4 
and comprises side portions 10 and a con 
necting web 11. The portions 10 are en 
larged at one end substantially circular in 
shape. The members 10 are bent at right 
angles to the web portion 11 along the lines 
13 so that the portions 10 extend at right 
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angles to.the web and in spaced relation to . 
each other. The blank from which the other, 
head member is formed is substantially like 
the blank shown in Fig. 4 except that it is 
shorter and includes side members 14 and a 
connecting web 15, the portions 14 being 
bent at right angles to the web portion 15 
so that the portions 14 are disposed in 
spaced relation to each other and fit be 
tween the side portions 10. At one end 
the members 14 are substantially circular in 
shape and pivotally united at 16 between 
the side portions 10. Attached to each of the web portions ii. and 15 is a holding device or gripping jaw 
each formed of a sheet of plate metal bent into the required shape. The gripping 
members are precisely alike and the descrip 
tion of one will suffice for both. Each grip ping member comprises a body portion 1 
cut substantially in triangular shape and 
bent along the dotted line 18 to form a flange 19, and likewise bent along the lines 
20 to form flanges 21. The flanges 21 are 
of less length than the sides of the body 17. 
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adjacent thereto so that when the flanges 
are bent at right angles to the body i? a 
space will be left at the apex of the body 
17 to receive the web portions 11-15 of the 
head members. By this means the inner ends of the flanges 21 bear against the sides 
10-14 of the head members, while the op posite ends of the flanges 21 are directed in 
parallel relation to the flange 19 and spaced 
therefrom. The body portions, 17 are rivet ed or otherwise rigidly secured respectively 
to the webs 11-15. When thus arranged 
the flanges 19 are directed toward each other with their free edges in spaced relation, the 
object to be hereafter explained. n A holding member forms a part of the 
improved device and comprises a disk 22 
circular in shape corresponding to and Sub 
stantially the same size as the circular port 
tions of the members 10, The member 22 
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is adapted to be rigidly coupled to the han 
dle portion 23, and for the purpose of illus 
tration the handle engaging portion of the 
member 23 is in the form of a threaded stud 
24 engaging in the handle. Preferably the 
handle is provided with a supporting fer 
rule 25. A threaded pivot 26 extends 
through the enlarged portions 10 of the 
head member and through the holding mem 
ber 22 and is provided with a wing nut 27 
so that the members through which the 
pivot passes may be firmly clamped together 
to hold them in adjusted position. The en 
larged portions 10 and the holding member 
22 are provided with coacting depressions 
and projections indicated at 28, to enable 
the members united by the pivot 26 to be 
firmly locked together and prevented from 
displacement. By this arrangement the 
head members together with the gripping jaws may be disposed at any required angle 
relative to the handle, and firmly held in adjusted position. 
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Extending through the web portions 11 
15 of the head members is a threaded bolt 
29 supplied with a wing nut 30, so that the 
head members together with the gripping 
jaw members may be firmly compressed to 
ward each other to hold any article which 
may be disposed between the jaws. Prefer 
ably a spring indicated at 31 is disposed 
between the web portions 11-15 of the head 
member and operates to hold the head men 
bers and the gripping jaws normally in open 
postition, and when the wing nut 30 is actu 
ated the jaws will be forced toward each 
other against the resistance of the spring. 
The spring thus operates to automatically 
open the jaws when the wing nut 30 is re 
leased. 
The improved implement thus construct 

ed may be employed for gripping brushes, 
mop fabrics, dusting cloths, or other arti 
cles, and will firmly hold the article rigidly 
in position, and by adjusting the head mem 
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bers relatively to the holding member, the 
article may be held in any required angle 
relative to the handle. When employed for 
holding a brush, the head portion 32 of the 
brush will be provided with a holding mem 
ber 33 having a T shaped head as shown in 
Fig. 1, over which the flanges 19 of the head 
members engage as shown. When thus ar 
ranged the flanges 19 engage the inner faces 
of the T head, while the outer face of the 
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head is engaged by the forward terminals 
of the flanges 21. 
The improved device is simple in con 

struction, can be inexpensively manufac 
tured and all of the parts except the member 
22 pressed from sheet metal, preferably 
steel. 
The improved device is strong and du 

rable, and may be manufactured of any re 
quired size to adapt it without material 
structural change to hold articles of various 
sizes and forms. 

Having thus described the invention, 
what is claimed as new is: 

In an implement of the class described, 
coacting head members each including a 
connecting web and side portions, means for 
swingingly uniting said side portions, co 
acting gripping members connected respec 
tively to said web portions and each having 
an inwardly directed flange at its forward 
edge adapted to engage one side of the arti 
cle to be held and inwardly directed flanges 
at its side edges adapted to bear at One end 
against the other side of the article to be 
held and bearing by their other ends against 
the side portions of the head members and 
bracing and supporting the same, a handle 
connected between the side portions of one 
of said head members, and means for forci 
bly moying said gripping members toward 
each other. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
HOWARD T.INGHRAM. L. s.) 
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