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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A simulated mosaic comprising a base sheet with color
indicating indicia arrayed thereon and with colored paper
units adhered thereover to form a picture. The color of
the base sheet shows between the colored units to form
a background.
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The present invention relates generaily to a display
panel, and more particularly to the formation of a pic-
torial design for said display panel.

A display panel within the contemplated scope of the
present invention is intended to have the broadest pos-
sible range of appropriate materials of construction,
specific end-uses and other such aspects, since the crux
of said invention resides more particularly in the provision
of a pictorial design for such panel. In the provision
of a pictorial design for a display panel, the appearance
of said design is understandably the most important aspect
and item of concern. Thus, to achieve a desirable ap-
pearance it is necessary firstly to employ a design of
artistic content, and secondly to execute this design in
materials and in a manner most suitable for displaying
said design. Additionally, where it is contemplated that
the purchaser of a kit, game or other such commercial
product embodying said display panel will actually form
the design on the display panel, this activity should not
require more than minimal dexterity and skills. On the
one hand therefore, an acceptable appearance in a pic-
torial design is emhanced in many cases by the use of
plural colors, a somewhat complicated pattern to provide
interest, and the use of unusual materials for the execu-
tion of said design, while on the other hand, a simplified
mode of execution of said design would dictate an exact
opposite approach. It is undoubtedly for this reason that
there are few satisfactory solutions to the conflicting re-
quirements in the provision of an acceptable pictorial de-
sign for a display panel.

Broadly, it is an object of the present invention to
overcome the foregoing and other shortcomings of the
prior art. Specifically, it is an object to provide a display
panel having a pictorial design which is presented there-
on with a highly desirable and unusual visual appearance
and which is formed by plural colored units preferably
fabricated of paper. Although this common material is
employed in the execution of said pictorial design, both
the appearance of said design and also the difficulty re-
quired to form said design are solved to a satisfactory
degree.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a display panel having a pictorial design formed by a
predetermined array of flat colored paper units pasted
on said display panel, and which, in addition to other
favorable visual aspects thereof, presents said pictorial
design with an unusual three-dimensiona! effect which
is not entirely explainable by the minimal height varia-
tion provided by said plural units pasted on said display
panel surface.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a display panel having a pictorial design which is
formed by colored paper units, and which is executed
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with minimal dexterity and skills by virtue of the rela-
tive ease in which said paper units are applied to said
display panel. In this connection, it is also readily com-
municated to the person applying said paper units on
said panel at which location throughout said design and
which specific color of paper unit is to be applied on said
panel in order to form said pictorial design.

A display panel demonstrating features of the present
invention includes a pictorial design formed thereon by
a predetermined array of plural colored paper units inter-
rupted by visible portions of the panel surface, said visible
panel surface portions being effective to border each of
said plural colored units and thereby enhance the visual
effect of said units in the execution of said pictorial design.
Additionally, said panel surface is provided with printed
location-indicating indicia and an associated printed color-
indicating indicia as guides for communicating the exact
locations on the surface of the display panel at which to
apply a colored paper unit and also what specific color
of paper unit is to be positioned at said specific location.
Moreover, said paper units are supplied with a suitable
adhesive on the surface which is placed in contact with
said display panel so that there is little difficulty in
executing said pictorial design with said paper units.

The above brief description, as well as further objects,
features and advantages of the present invention, will be
more fully appreciated by reference to the following de-
tailed description of presently preferred, but nonetheless
illustrative embodiments in accordance with the present
invention, when taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a display panel which is pro-
vided with a pictorial design throughout its entire front
surface in accordance with the present invention, said
design being simplified for illustrative purposes by being
reproduced only in certain areas on said panel surface;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary elevational view, on a greatly
enlarged scale and in section taken on line 2—2 of FIG.
1, best illustrating the character of the colored units and
the contrasting visible background portions of said panel
surface which form said pictorial design of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a partial plan view of a typical supply sheet
of said colored units, wherein it is further illustrated how
each of said units is conveniently peeled from said supply
sheet preparatory to application on said display panel;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of exemplary geometric shapes
which may be employed as printed indicia on the display
panel and also as the shapes for said colored units; and

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a portion of a pictorial design
formed by colored units of more than one geometric
shape.

Tllustrated in the drawings, and more particularly in
FIG. 1 thereof, is a display panel, generally designated 19,
which demonstrates features of the present invention. Dis-
play panel 19 may be formed of any material which may
be conveniently printed, such &s cardboard, paper, etc. Ad-
ditionally, said display panel 18 may be part of a chil-
dren’s game, kit or the like, or in more sophisticated em-
bodiments may be embodied in a product intended for
adult use. Moreover, the primary value of said display
panel 1@ may reside in the amusement derived in form-
ing the pictorial design of said panel, or in the value of
said panel as a decorative object, or it may reside in a
combination of these two factors. In any event, there is
no limitation intended in the scope of ths present inven-
tion by virtue of whichever one of a wide variety of ma-
terials is employed in the fabrication of the display panel
19, or in the particular end-use or beneficial effect which
is claimed for said display panel. This is for the reason
that these and other aspects of said display panel 18 are
not essential to the novel application of, and the novelty
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inherent in, the pictorial design which is characteristic of
said display panel 18 and which is considered to be the
crux of the present invention.

Having the foregoing in mind, reference is now made
to the highlighted panel surface area, generally desig-
nated ¥4, shown at the left on the front face 1Z of the
panel 18, and which area will be understood to be ex-
emplary of the entire surface area of said panel front
face 12 when szid panel is in its completed condition.
More particularly, in the completed condiiion of the
panel 19, there is provided thereon for display a ncvel
and highly decorative pictorial design, herein generaily
designated 14, which is exempiified by a recognizable ob-
ject such as the flower depicted in FIG. 1. That is, said
pictorial design 14 is formed by a predetermined array
of plural colored units, collectively designated 18, ister-
rupted by visible surface porticns of the panel face 12
which are hercin collectively designated 18. Thus, said
pictorial design 14 will be readily recognized as being
formed more particularly as a mosaic design comprised
of individual and discrete colered units 16 in uniform
rectangular shapes and bordered by visible surface por-
tions 18 of the front face 12 of the panel 14. It has beer
found that the combined effect of the use of plural colored
units 16 in contrast with a uniform and visible interrupting
background surface pattern 8 provides both an enhanced
and a surprising three dimcnsional appearance to said
pictorial design 4.

Referring now to FiG. 2, it will be understood that the
colored units 1§ are, according to the present invention,
more particularly intended to be fabricated of flat paper
stock in a basis weight which is conventional for ordinary
bond paper or the like. In cther words, each of the colorzd
paper units 16, by virtue of being fabricated frem such
raw materials, is essentially a flat member and there-
fore, when applied on the panel face 12, does not in-
herently provide a sufficient height variation from said
panel face to entirely account for the three-dimensicnal
visual effect which is produced in said pictorial design
14. Said three-dimensional effect is therefore believed
to be derived primarily from the contrast between the
plural colors on the exposed surfaces of the various
paper uxnits 16 and also from the contrast of said uni's
with a uniformly provided neutrai background celor
which in practice is printed on the exposed surface por-
tions 18 of the panel front face 12. Further shown in
FIG. 2 is a relatively thin coat 20 of an appropriate pres-
suie sensitive adhesive which is provided along the hid-
den surface 16a of each of the paper units 16. Thus, by
virtue of the adhesive surface coat 20 it is a relatively
simple matter to apply each of the paper units 16 to the
panel surface 12.

Not only are said adhcesively-backed paper units 15 easy
to apply, but such units as best shown in FIG. 3 may bs
conveniently provided on a composiie supply sheet 22
and removed, when needed, one at a fime by being peeled
from said supply sheet 22. In a well understood manner,
the composite supply sheet 22 includes a wax-coated back-
ing sheet 24 aand a conventional sheet of paper P pro-
vided with an adhesive coating 20 and adhered alcng said
coating 20 to said backing shcet 24. As i3 clearly shown
in FIG. 3, it is a simple matter to provide the plural
colors needed for the pictorial design 14 by merely print-
ing the exposed surface of the paper sheet P with differ-
ing bands of color as depicted by the different surfacs
cross-hatching illustrated in this fignre. Merely by pro-
viding appropriately die-cut horizontal and vertical lines,
herein collectively designated H and V, respectively, only
through the paper stock P it is possitle to form said dis-
crete and separate paper uniis 36 which thereafier are
easily peeled or separated indivdually from the backing
sheet 24,

Returning again to FIG. 1 and more particulatly to the
surface area 165 thereof, it will be understocd that priated
on the panel face 12 are location-indicating indicia, herein
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collectively designated 26, which in the embodiment il-
lustrated in FIG. 1 is provided by a rectangular shape
printed throughout said panel surface 12. In accordance
with the present invention, a colored unit 16 is properly
Iocated on said panel face 12 when pasted over one of
said location-indicating rectangles 26. Additionally, printed
within each of said rectangles 26 is color-indicating indicia,
herein cellectively designated 28. In said FI1G. 1 embodi-
ment such indicia 28 is more particularly provided by
algebraic numbers, wherein the same number is repeated
in cach roctangle 26 reserved for the same color in the
pictorial design 14 of the present invention. Thus, the
indicia 26 indicates the specific location on the panel sur-
face 12 where a unit 26 is to be placed, and the indicia
23 associated therewith further indicates what particular
color of the available colored units 16 is to be used ia
said specific location. Prior to the application of the col-
ored unit 16 in an area such as is exemplified by area
100, it will be appreciated that it is difficult for the eye
te determine just what the pictorial design is on said panel
surface 12, and it has been found that this aspect greatly
enhances the enjoyment derived from completing a typical
display pancl 18 of the present invention.

Other formns for certain of the foregoing described fea-
tures and aspects of the display panel 10 of the present
invention are illustrated in FIGS. 4, 5, and more partic-
ularly relate to meodifications of the location and color
indicia for cach of the colored units used to form the
pictorial design 14 of said panel. Where possible, the
same but primed reference numbers have been employed
in said figures. Instead of using algebraic numbers as the
color-indicating indicia, the present invention also con-
templates the use of plural geometric shapes such as are
illustrated in FIG. 4 and individually and collectively des-
ignated 26’ in said figure. In conjunction with the use of
such plural shapes 26, it is proposed that a single one
of such shapes be reserved for one of the colors of said
pictorial design 14, and that said shape be repeated at
every location throughout said pictorial design at which it
is intended to display this cclor. Thus, in this embodiment
the color-indicating indicia 28’ is provided by the shape
of the location-indicating indicia 26°. Additionally and as
best shown in FIG. 5, a colored unit 16’ die-cut in a
shape and in a dimension generally conforming to said
printed location-indicating plural shapes 26’ are employed
in this embodiment of the invention. Although it is easier
for the eve to somewhat detect the pictorial design 14
which is embodied in said printed indicia 26’, 28’, these
modifications are nevertheless advantageously used and
recommended for use in a kit or game for younger chil-
dren who otherwise might have difficulty in associating
colors with different algebraic numbers in order to proper-
Ly form the display panel pictorial design 14.

From the foregoing, it will therefore be appreciated that
a display panel 19 according to the present invention is
characterized by a highly decorative and noteworthy pic-
torial design 14 formed by colared paper units 16 which
are conveniently applied to said panel, said units being
applied at a lccation and in a color which are readily
communicated by various {orms of indicia 26, 28 printed
on said panel 18. Additionally, the combined efect of
using colored units 1§ bordered by visible portions 1§ of
said panel surface 2 produces an unusual three-dimen-
sional visual effect for the pictorial design 14 which is
not solely attributable to the slight height variation in-
herent in the vse of the units 16 pasted on said panel.

A latitude of modification, change and substitution is
intended in the foregoing disclosure and in some instances
some features of the invention will be employed without
a corresponding use of other features. Accordingly, it is
appropriate that the appended claims be construed broad-
Iy and in a manner consisteat with the spirit and scope of
the invention herein,

What is claimed is:

1. A display panel having a pictorial design formed on
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a surface thereof by a predetermined array of plural
colored units interrupted by visible portions of said panel
surface, said panel surface having a printed background
color in said visible portions and in the other portions
thereof underlying each of said colored units a printed
color indicating indicia assigned to each color of said
colored units and repeated at every location throughout
said pictorial design intended to be displayed in said color
of said colored unit, each of said colored units being
formed from flat paper stock in a substantially identical
size and shape having an adhesive surface and adhered
to said display panel over the one of said color-indicating
indicia which corresponds to the colored surface of said
paper unit,
2. A display panel having a pictorial design formed on
a surface thereof by a predetermined array of plural
colored units interrupted by visible portions of said panel
surface, said panel surface having in the hidden surface
portions thereof underlying said colored units plural geo-
metric shapes respectively assigned to each color of said
colored units and repeated at every lccation throughout
said pictorial design intended to be displayed in said color
of said colored unit, and in the remaining visible surface
portions thereof a printed background color in a pattern
surrounding each of said colored units for providing a
border for each unit to enhance the visual impact of each
unit in said pictorial design, each of said colored units
being formed from fiat, colored paper stock having an
adhesive surface and adhered to said display panel over
the one of said geometric shapes which corresponds to
the colored surface of said paper unit.
3. A display panel having a pictorial design formed
on a surface thereof by a predetermined array of plural
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colored units interrupted by visible portions of said panel
surface, said panel surface having in the hidden surfaces
portions thereof underlying said colored units a printed
rectangle having therein plural numbers respectively as-
signed to each color of said colored umnits and repeated
at every location throughout said pictorial design intended
to be displayed in said color of said colored unit, and in
the remaining visible surface portions thereof a printed
background color in a pattern surrounding each of said
colored units for providing a border for each unit to
enhance the visual impact of each unit in said pictorial
design, each of said colored units being die-cut from flat,
colored paper stock in a rectangular shape and in dimen-
sions generally conforming to those of said printed rec-
tangles and having an adhesive surface for being adhered
to said display panels over the one of said printed rec-
tangles having a number therein which corresponds to the
colored surface of said paper unit intended for association
with said number.
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