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The present invention relates to foundation garments
and particularly to panty girdles.

In accordance with the prior art, panty girdles are
usually made of two-way stretch material and, in order
to provide the wearer with added support and comfort,
such panty girdles are usually provided with additional
panels of special configuration having stretch character-
istics different from those of the main portions of the
girdle. Also, panty girdles of the prior art are provided
with a crotch region necessarily made of a softer material
to prevent body irritation in those portions of the wearer’s
body which come into contact with the crotch region of
the garment.

In accordance with the present invention, the crotch
region of the girdle is made of a softer material, but
such softer material is not limited to the crotch region,
as it extends from the crotch region to the waist band of
the girdle, at the back thereof. The material used for the
crotch region, in accordance with the present invention,
is commonly known as “Spandex” and is a soft-like two-
way stretch material. Accordingly, the girdle, in accord-
ance with the invention, is provided, at the back thereof,
with a central portion which is elastic in two directions,
but which has different stretchability than the remainder
portions of the girdle. The particular configuration of
this central back portion of the girdle and the particular
stretch characteristics thereof, cooperate with the re-
mainder portions of the girdle to provide new overall
stretch characteristics to the girdle at the back thereof.
These new stretch characteristics have proven to greatly
enhance the comfort of the wearer in a manner previously
unobtainable. 1In addition to the increased comfort pro-
vided by the construction in accordance with the inven-
tion, the cost of making such improved girdle is substan-
tially lower than the cost of the inferior prior art girdles.
This is due to the fact that instead of having a separate
supporting panel in the central back region of the girdle,
which must be separately cut and stitched to the remainder
of the girdle, a single section which includes the crotch
region is all that is required in the present construction.

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide a
panty girdle having improved characteristics which give
added comfort to the wearer.

It is another object of the invention to provide a panty
girdle having improved characteristics which give added
comfort to the wearer, and which can be manufactured
at a reduced cost. .

A further object of the invention is the provision of a
panty girdle in which a single unitary element defines both
the crotch region of the girdle and the central back region
thereof, said single unitary section being made of a two-
way stretch elastic fabric having soft feel characteristics.
" The above and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will be more fully understood from
the following description considered in connection with
the accompanying illustrative drawings.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a rear perspective view of the girdle in accord-
ance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view thereof, on a larger
scale, with one leg encircling portion of the girdle shown
in raised position to better illustrate the invention;
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FIGS. 3, 4, 5, and 6 are plan views, on a reduced scale,
of the respective sections which form the panty girdle in
accordance with the invention. -

Referring now to the drawings, and particularly to
FIGS. 1 and 2, there is shown a panty girdle 10 having the
usual body encircling portion 12 and leg encircling por-
tions 14 and 16. In accordance with the invention, the
girdle 10 is provided with & single member 18 which
defines the crotch region of the girdle and which extends
from the actual crotch region up to the waist portion of
the girdle at the rear thereof. This single member 18,
because of its configuration and construction, imparts to
the girdle stretch characteristics at the rear of the garment
which enhance the comfort of the wearer, in a manner
heretofore not obtainable.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, girdle 10
is made of only four sections which are stitched together
to form the garment. These four sections are best shown
in FIGS. 3 through 6, in which FIG. 3 shows left side
section 20, FIG. 4 shows right side section 22, FIG. 5
shows previously mentioned section 18, and FIG. 6 shows
front section 26. Left side section 29 is made of elastic
material commonly known as two-way stretch material,
being stretchable in both the vertical and horizontal direc-
tion, as shown by arrows 28. As viewed in FIG. 3, left
side section 20 is defined by upper edge 30, bottom edge
32, an inwardly curved upper left side edge 34, inwardly
curved intermediate side edge 36, lower left side edge 38,
inwardly curved upper right side edge 40, and lIower right
side edge 42. Right side section 22 is an identical mirror
reflection of left side section 26 and is defined by contour
edges corresponding to those of left side section 20 and
identified by similar reference numerals which are, how-
ever, primed. Thus, the contour edges of right side sec-
tion 22 are identified by numerals 39’, 32, 34/, 36’, 38,
40’, and 42’. Right side section 22 is made of the same
fabric as left side section 20 and is thus stretchable both
in the horizontal and vertical direction, as shown by
arrows 28’. . .

Intermediate section 18 is the section which defines the
crotch element and, as previously described, extends from
a position 53 (FIG. 2) in the front of the girdle through
the crotch region, up the back of the garment, and com-
pletely up to the waist band portion of the girdle. Sec-
tion 18 while being stretchable in both the vertical and
horizontal direction, as shown by arrows 44, is not made
of the same two-way stretch material which constitutes
the left and right side sections 20 and 22. Section 18,
instead, is made of what is commonly known as
“Spandex,” which is almost silk-like in feel, and creates
a very pleasant sensation when in contact with the wearer’s
body, as compared to other stretchable fabrics. * For the
crotch region, it is obviously necessary to provide a soft
feel material. In accordance with the invention, how-
ever, this same soft material goes beyond the crotch region

- and extends along the central back portion of the garment,
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as will now be described.

Section 18 is defined by upper edge 46, and left and right
outwardly curved side edges 48 and 50. Due to the
curvature of side edges 48 and 50, these meet at apex
52, which is lowermost in section 18, as viewed in FIG. 5.

Section 26 (FIG. 6) is primarily a conventional front
panel which gives support to the abdominal region of
the wearer, and is primarily stretchable in a. vertical
direction as shown by arrow 54. Section 26 has an upper
edge 56 and left and right outwardly curved side sec
tions 58 and 60 which meet at apex 62. ‘ ’

To assemble the garment, edges 38 and 42 on sec-
tion 20 are stitched together to define the left leg en-
circling portion 14. Similarly, edges 38’ and 42’ of right
side section 22 are stitched together to define the right
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leg encircling portion 16. Edge 40 of section 20 is
stitched to the major part of edge 48 of section 18,
from top edge 46 downwardly to point a. Similarly,
edge 40’ of section 22 is stitched to the predominant
portion of edge 50 of section 18, from top edge 46
downwardly to point b. The remaining portion of edge
48, from point a to apex 52, is stitched to edge 36 and,
similarly, the remainder portion of edge 59, from point
b to apex 52, is stitched to edge 36’. Finally, front

panel 26 is assembled to the girdle by stitching edge

58 to edge 34, and edge 60 to edge 34/, whereby apex
62 will be immediately adjacent to apex 52 of section
18. ‘

Thus portions 55 and 57 of opposite edges 48 and 50
adjacent the crotch region are secured to the leg encir-
cling portions 16 and 14, respectively, of side  sections
20 and 22. )

When assembled in the manner described above, upper
edges 36, 30’, 46, and 56 each define portions of the

upper edge of the girdle and are continuous to define &

the said upper edge. The upper edge of the girdle so
defined is, of course, the waist band of the girdle, and,
if desired, can be provided along the inside surface
thereof with a soft felt-like band 64, as best shown in
FIG. 2. Also, if desired, elastic bands 66 may be added
to the bottom edge of the leg encircling portions 14
and 16 to hug the wearer’s legs and prevent the leg en-
circling portions from riding up. The usual garter attach-
ments 68 may be provided to the inner surface of the
leg encircling portions 14 and 16, as best shown in
FIG. 1.

It is thus seen that in accordance with the present
construction, the girdle is provided with a single ele-
ment 18 which defines the crotch region of the girdle
and extends, along the back of the girdle, from such
crotch region upwardly to the waist band of the girdle.
In accordance with the specific construction of section
18, the side edges thereof converge, in a curvilinear man-
ner, from the crotch region, towards each other, so
that such section gradually becomes of smaller width
as ‘it reaches the waist band of the girdle. Because of
such configuration of section 18, the latter cooperates
with the adjacent left and right side sections to provide
a unique stretch at the back. of the garment which en-
hances the comfort of the wearer. ~This is particularly
due to the fact that the stretch characteristics of sec-
tion 18 are different from those of the remaining por-
tions of the garment. Accordingly, when the wearer
bends forward, section 18, because of such different
stretch characteristics, will yield a greater extent than
will the surrounding sections, and since such section 18
is softer than the surrounding sections, the overall com:
fort of the wearer is, as previously -stated, greatly en-
hanced.

Thus it is seen that the objects of the invention are
fully realized by the panty girdle constriction described
herein. o ’

While we have shown and described the preferred
embodiment of our invention, it will be understood that
the invention may be embodied otherwise than as here-
in specifically illustrated or described, and that in the
illustrated embodiment certain changes in the details of
construction and in the form and arrangement of parts
may be made without departing from t‘her'undverlymg
idea or principles of this invention within the scope of
the appended claims,

Having thus described our invention, what we claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: T

1. A panty girdle adapted to encircle the body of
the wearer from the waist downwardly below the “hips
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)
comprising, a left side section extending from the waist
downwardly and terminating in a leg encircling portion, a
right side section extending from the waist downwardly
and terminating in a right leg encircling portion, and a
central section located intermediate the two said side sec-
tions and having a top edge which defines a portion of
the waist of the girdle, the central section extending
downwardly at the rear of the girdle from its top edge,
defining a crotch region of the girdle, and terminating
at a position in the front of the girdle at a distance
from the waist thereof, the central section having a
pair of opposite side edges which are secured, respec-
tively, to the said left and right side sections from the
said top edge to the said position, a portion of the said op-
posite edges adjacent the crotch region secursd to the
leg encircling portions of the left and right side sections.

2. A panty girdle adapted to encircle the body of the
wearer from ‘the waist downwardly below the hips com-
prising, a left side section extending from the waist
downwardly and terminating in a leg encircling portion,
a right side section extending from the waist downward-
ly and terminating in a right leg encircling portion, a
central section located intermediate the two said side
sections and having a top edge which defines a portion
of the waist of the girdle, the central section exiend-
ing downwardly at the rear of the girdle from its top
edge, defining a crotch region of the girdle, and terminat-
ing at a position in the front of the girdle at a distance
from the waist thereof, the central section having a pair
of opposite side edges which are secured, respectively, to
the said left and right side sections from the said top
edge to the said position, a portion of the said opposite
edges adjacent the crotch region secured to the leg en-
circling portions of the left and right side sections,
and a front panel extending between the waist of the
girdle and said central section, and having opposite side
edges secured, respectively, to said left and right side
sections. '

3. A panty girdle as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
side sections and said central section are made of elastic
two way stretch material,

4. A panty girdle as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
central section is made of a softer material than the side
sections. )

5. A panty girdle as claimed in claim 4, wherein the
central section is made of “Spandex.” '

6. A panty girdle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
opposite side edges of said central section converge to-
wards each other from the crotch region to the waist of
the girdle. s

7. A panty girdle as in claim 6, wherein the central
section is made of “Spandex” and wherein the side sec-
tions are made of a material different from “Spandex.”

8. A panty girdle as in claim 2, wherein the opposite
side edges of said central section converge towards each
other from the crotch region to the waist of the girdle.

9. A panty girdle as in claim §, wherein the central
section is made of “Spandex” and wherein the side sec-
tions are made of a material different from *“Spandex.”
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