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This invention relates to a packaging insert for use
with headwear such as caps and the like.

In the packaging of caps and similar articles of head-
wear for shipment, storage, and display, it is customary
to provide some means for maintaining the proper shape
of the caps and prevent them from becoming crushed
or otherwise misshapen.  Usually this is accomplished by
taking a piece of tissue paper of a length about equal to
that of the periphery of the crown of the cap and twisting
it loosely into a rope-like coil, which is placed on the in-
side of the cap along the upper periphery of the crown.
This operation is very time consuming and slows down
the packaging operation. Also, the coil of tissue is oc-
casionally not properly positioned within the cap, the re-
sult being that the cap may later become misshapen and
rendered unfit for sale.

It is, therefore, a primary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a cap packaging insert which will hold the
cap in proper shape during shipment, storage, and while
on display in the store. _

It is a further object of the present invention to provide
a cap packaging insert which is inexpensive to manufac-
ture and is capable of being quickly and easily inserted
into a cap.

With the above and other objects in view, my invention
resides in the novel features of form, construction, ar-
rangement, and combination of parts presently described
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing—

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a cap packaging insert
constructed in accordance with and embodying the present
invention; .

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2—2 of
Figure 1; o

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the insert showing
the initial step of placing it into the cap;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the insert in its final
position within the cap; and

" Figure 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5—§ of
Figure 4.

Referring now in more detail and by reference char-
acters to the drawing, which illustrates a preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention, A designates a cap
packaging insert formed of a flat piece of cardboard or
the like and including a forward section 1 having a some-
what semi-elliptical peripheral edge portion 2 merging
with outwardly presented opposed arcuate edges 3, 4,
which terminate inwardly at 5, 6. The peripheral shape
and contour of the forward section 1 conforms to the
shape of the crown of the particular cap with which the
packaging insert A is to be used and about three sizes
will adequately cover a size-range of caps. Projecting
outwardly from the forward section 1 are opposed ears
7, 8, having arcuate edges 9, 10, respectively, which are
contiguous to the arcuate edges 3, 4, and terminate at
11, 12, inwardly of the termini 5, 6. Integral with the
forward section 1 is a rear section 13 slit at 14 in the
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provision of a pair of opposed flaps 15, 16, each having
arcuate outer peripheries 17, 18. - Extending inwardly a
short distance from the periphery 17 and approximately
at right angles to the slit 14 is a slit 19, and extending
inwardly a short distance from the periphery 18 at an
angle to the slit 14 is a slit 20. " Formed in the insert A
adjacent the forward end of the slit 14 is a somewhat
elliptical aperture 21. ' I

Referring now to Figures 3-5, a sport cap 22 is suit-
ably provided with a forwardly extending visor 23 and
top wall 24, integrally including a back wall 25. Mar-
ginally stitched to the top wall 24 and back wall 25 is an
annular crown wall 26.° The crown wall 26 and back
wall 25 are turned up along their lower head-encircling
margins for stitched securement to a sweat band 27. If
desired, the front of the crown wall 26 may be secured
to the visor 23 by means of a snap-fastener 28. .

In use, the flaps-15, 16, are slightly overlapped in the
manner shown in Figure 3 and the forward section 1 is
inserted so that it overlies the front portion of the inside
of the top wall 24. The sweat band 27 is then lifted up-
wardly and the flaps 15, 16, are positioned adjacent ‘the
inside. of the back wall 25; whereupon, the sweat band
27 is folded back into place and-the insert A assumes a
position within the cap 22, as shown in Figures 4 and 5.
In this position, the forward section 1 overlies substan-
tially all of the inside of the top wall 24 and the rear
section 13 covers substantially all of the back wall 25.
It will be apparent that as the flaps 15, 16, are positioned
adjacent the inside of the back wall 25, the rear section
13 will easily bend into rear wall overlying position with-
out buckling the insert A due to the fact that fold lines
are readily formed between the termini 11, 12, and the
aperture 21. It will also be apparent that the slits 19, 20,
permit a modicum of flexibility of the flaps 15, 16, where-
by they may more readily conform to the contour of the
back wall 25,

The packaging insert of the present invention holds the
cap accurately and effectively in shape during shipment
and while on the merchant’s shelf prior to retail sale.
Furthermore, it has been found that the packaging insert
of the present invention, while holding the cap in shape
much more effectively than tissue paper coils and other
conventional means, also makes it possible to package
a dozen caps within a much smaller cap box than was
heretofore possible, thereby making possible substantial
savings in the expense of boxes, the cost of shipping, and
shelf space. Another significant advantage of the pack-
aging insert of the present invention resides in the fact
that the packaging insert A can be left in the cap while the
Tis-
sue paper coils and other conventional insert means must
be removed from the cap when the customer is trying it
on and then put back in the cap if the customer does not
purchase it. The packaging insert A of the present in-
vention, however, does not interfere to any substantial de-
gree with the fit or feel of the cap when it is on the head
of the wearer and, therefore, actually protects the inside
of the crown from accidental soilage from perspiration
or grease which may be on the hair of the person trying
on the cap,

It should be understood that changes and modifications
in the form, construction, arrangement, and combination
of the several parts of the cap packaging inserts may be
made and substituted for those- herein shown and de-
scribed without departing from the nature and principle
of my invention. ' '

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A removable cap packaging insert comprising a flat
unitary sheet of flexible material provided with a forward
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section having an arcuate periphery, a rear section pro-

vided with a lengthwise extending slit forming a pair of

opposed flaps each having arcuate outer peripheries, an
aperture formed in the sheet at the forward -end of and
communicating with the slit, and a pair of arcuate ears
projecting lateraily outwardly from said forward -section
at the rear end thereof and being contiguous with said
féar section whereby the flaps may be overlapped and
the rear section bent out of the plane of the forward
section without buckling the insert.

2. A removable cap packaging insert comprising a uni-
tary planar body portion having a forward section
adapted to lie against substantially the entire top wall
of a cap in facewise relationship thereto, an intermediate
section somewhat narrower in tramsverse dimension
than the front section and extending rearwardly as
a contmuatlon ‘of the rear part of the front sec-
tion, a rear section which is somewhat narrower: than
the intermediate section and extending rearwardly as a
continuation of the rear portion of the intermediate sec-
tion, said insert further having an aperture extending from
the rear part of the front section across the intermedi-
ate section to the forward part of the rear section and
commumcatmg with a central slit extending across the
rear section and sub-dividing the latter into two flaps,
said flaps being adapted to be bent up out of the plane
of the body portion so as to overlie a substantial portion
of the back wall of the cap in facewise relationship there-
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to, and arcuate ears projecting laterally outwardly from
and forming the side margins of the intermediate section.

3. A removable cap packaging insert comprising a flat
sheet of flexible material provided with a forward section
and rear section, said rear section having a lengthwise
extending slit forming a pair of opposed flaps each having
arcuate outer peripheries, each said flap having a slit ex-
tendmg inwardly from its outer periphery, said sheet hav-
ing an aperture formed therein and located at the for-
ward end of said slit so as fo communicate therewith and
extending into. the forward section, and .a-pair-of arcuate
ears projecting laterally outwardly from the insert on op-
posite sides thereof in the region between said forward
section and said rear section, whereby the flaps may be
bent out of the plane of the forward section without
‘buckling the insert.
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