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To a2/, whon, it naily conce77. 
Beit known that I, LIZZIES. MARKEL, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Columbus, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Puzzles, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part thereof, in which similar numerals of 
reference indicate corresponding parts. 
This invention relates to puzzles, and the 

object thereof is to provide an improved de 
vice of this class, which is simple in construc 
tion and which I call “The American Flag 
Puzzle,' a further object being to provide a 
puzzle which, while being simple in construc 
tion, is difficult of solution, but the solution 
of which may be accomplished by the exer 
cise of care, skill, and ingenuity in the ma 
nipulation thereof. 
The invention is fully.disclosed in the foll 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which 
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Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved 
puzzle, and Fig. 2 a section thereof on the 
line 22. 
In the practice of my invention I provide 

a box or casing which consists of a plate or 
board 5, having vertical end pieces 6 and ver 
tical sides 7, and arranged in one corner of 
the box or casing thus formed is a rectangul 
lar space 8, in which is formed a plurality of 
circular cavities or chambers 9, which are 
preferably forty-five in number and which 
are also arranged in longitudinal and trans 
verse rows, and arranged longitudinally of 
the box or casing are a plurality of vertical 
partition - plates 10, which are preferably 
twelve in number, seven of which begin at 
the left-hand end of the box or casing and 
extend almost the entire length thereof, ter 
minating at a short distance from the right 
hand end of the box or casing, so as to form 
a transverse space or chamber 11, and the 
remaining five begin at the inner end of the 
rectangular space 8 and extend to the space 
11, and between said vertical partition-plates 
10 are longitudinal spaces or chambers 12, 
which are thirteen in number, and the gen 
eral design of the box or casing is, as will be 
seen, that of the American flag. I also pro 
vide a plurality of balls or spherical bodies 

13, which correspond in number with the cir 
cular cavities or chambers 9 in the rectangu 
lar space 8, and said circular cavities or cham 
bers are designed to represent the stars in the 
flag, and in practice each of the said cavities 
or chambers 9 is distinctively designated by a 
number, letter, or otherwise, and the balls 
or bodies 13 are similarly designated, and the 
solution of the puzzle consists in manipulat 
ing the device so as to lodge one of the balls 
or bodies in each of said cavities or cham 
bers, the object in this solution being also to 
preferably lodge each ball or body in the cav 
ity or chamber which is similarly designated 
or, which bears a letter, number, or other 
character similar to that on the ball or spher 
ical body lodged therein. 
My improved puzzle is designed to enter 

tain and amuse the young, as well as those of 
mature years, and is well adapted to accom 
plish the object for which it is intended, and 
my invention is not limited to the material 
employed nor to the size of the box or casing, 
and I reserve the right to make all such alter 
ations in and modifications of the construc 
tion herein described as fairly come within 
the scope of the invention. 
Having fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
As a new article of manufacture a puzzle 

consisting of a plate or board, vertical end 
plates and vertical side plates engaging the 
same secured to said board, a plurality of 
circular cavities or chambers in said board 
and near the corner thereof surrounded by 
the said vertical wall and arranged in longi 
tudinally-extending and transversely- ex 
tending rows, a plurality of partition-plates 
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arranged longitudinally across the said box, 
a part of which begins at the lower left-hand 
corner of the said casing and extending to 
nearly the other end thereof forming thereby 
a transverse space or chamber and the re 
maining said partition-plates beginning at 
the inner end of said rectangular space and 
extending to the said space or chamber, thus 
forming in general appearance by the said 
transversely-extending plates and cavities a 
figure representing the American flag and a 
plurality of balls or spherical bodies corre 
sponding in number to the said cavities or 
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chambers and bearing numbers correspond 
ing to other numbers placed adjacent to said 
cavity and adapted to enter the same all of 
the said parts being combined substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
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ence of the subscribing witnesses, this Sth 
day of June, 1896. 

LIZZIE S. MARKEL. 
Witnesses: 

AMALIA BRUN, 
BYRON STIL WELL. 

  


