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To old, Luhon, it in Gulf CO7 ce.77: 
Beit known that I, JOHN Q. ADAMS, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Tuscola, 
in the county of Tuscola and State of Michi 
gan, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Picture-Exhibitors; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention is an operating mechanism 

for picture-exhibitors; and the improvement 
consists in certain means and devices, which 
will be fully described in the following speci 
fication and set forth in the claim forming 
part thereof. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view, broken away 

in parts, showing the operating mechanism 
of a picture-exhibitor; and Fig. 2 is a dia 
grammatic view showing the relative posi 
tions of the actuating-roller and the elevat 
ing-arms. 
As is clearly shown in the drawings, the de 

vice consists in a frame or casel, in the front 
1 of which the pictures are exhibited to view. 
The case is preferably mounted on a flat ta 
ble or stand 2, which may be of any conven 
ient shape or dimensions. Below the table 
is mounted the actuating-roller 3, the ends of 
which may be journaled in any supporting 
frame, such as the legs of the table 2 or upon 
a stand secured to the floor. The particular 
manner of supporting the roller 3 is immate 
rial to my invention, and illustration of such 
supporting means is omitted from the draw 
ings for the Sake of clearness. 
The interior of the case 1 is provided with 

interior guides or strips 1, arranged verti 
cally to permit the picture-carrying frames 
4, 5, and 6 to slide Vertically into the case 1 
or to drop out of sight below it. To the lower 
edge of each of the frames 4, 5, and 6 is piv 
oted a pair of links 4, 5, and 6, which con 
nect at their lower ends with pairs of actuat 
ing-arms 4, 5, and 6. These arms are piv 
otally mounted at their rear ends upon a rod 
7, which is parallel with the axis of the roller 
3 and may be supported from the frame of 
the table 2 in the same manner as the roller. 
Raising and lowering the arms 4, 5, and 6 

3 for each picture. 

will raise or lower the picture-carrying frames 
4, 5, and 6. The means by which these 
arms are actuated up and down is as follows: 
Near its pivoted end each arm is curved or 
bowed upwardly, as at 8 in Fig. 2, and then 
bent forward to form a straight portion 9, 
the junction of the bowed portion and the 
straight portion forming a sharp corner 10, 
the purpose of which will now be indicated. 
Pairs of radial pins 4, 5, and 6° are mount 
ed on the roller 3 and so arranged that 
the outer ends of each pair of pins will, 
When the roller 3 is revolved, simultaneously 
engage the corners 10 of an actuating-arm, 
and thereby raise the arm, as indicated by 
dotted lines in Fig. 2. The radial distance 
from the pivot 7 to the corner 10 is much 
greater than the radial length of the pins. 
Therefore when the arm has reached the 
proper height the pins will slip of the corner 
10 and allow the arm to drop suddenly to its 
lowest position. The arms are preferably 
mounted in pairs, as shown in Fig. 1, in or 
der to secure lateral stiffness and strength. 
Each succeeding pair of arms is made nar 

rower and shorter in order to permit the en 
tire series of arms and links to be nested one 
Within the other and to operate without in 
terfering, as is shown in Fig. 1. I prefer in 
practice to so space the pins around the cir 
cumference of the roller and to so proportion 
the parts of the device that when one picture 
carrying frame, such as 4, is in full view, as 
is shown in Fig. 1, the next frame 5 will be 
about half raised and the third frame 6 will 
be in its lowest position. By this arrange 
ment the pictures can be exhibited very rap 
idly with only a small rotation of the roller 

The frame 5 requires but 
a small movement of the roller 3 to bring it 
in position for view, and the same small move 
ment of the roller disengages the pins 4, re 
leasing the arm 4, its links 4", and the frame 
4, permitting them to drop out of sight in 
stantly. 
While I have shown and described only 

three picture-carrying frames, it is evident 
that any convenient number of frames may 
be used and that one frame may carry not 
only a single picture, but several pictures, to 
be viewed simultaneously, if desired. 
By the means above described I have pro 
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duced a simple, cheap, and efficient picture 
exhibitor that has few working parts, is 
strong in construction, and not liable to get 
out of order. 
What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is 
In a picture-exhibitor, the combination of 

a roller having pairs of radially-projecting 
pins around its circumference; pairs of arms 
pivotally mounted in the rear of said roller, 
said arms having upwardly-bowed portions 
above said roller, the forward part of said 
bowed portions being adapted to be engaged 
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and raised by said pins and to be automatic 
ally released therefrom as the roller revolves; 
pairs of upwardly-extending links pivotally 
mounted on the fronts of said arms; and ver 
tically-slidable picture-carrying frames piv 
otally mounted on the upper ends of said 
links, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN Q. ADAMS. 
Witnesses: 

FRED HONOLD, 
HILTON RICHARDSON. 

  


