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To oll whom it may concern:

Be it known thai I, WILLIAM H. DUNGAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Rock
Lane, in the county of Johnson and State of
Indiana, have invented a mew and useful
Wire-Stretcher, of which the following is a
specification. :

This invention relates to wire stretchers;
and it has for its object to provide a new and
useful device of this character which shall be
simple, inexpensive, and extremely strong.

To this end the main and primary object of
the present invention is to construet a wire
stretcherin a simple and inexpensive manner
while at the same time providing a stretcher
that will possess every necessary qualification
and one which can be very easily positioned
and adjusted.

‘With these and other objects in view; which
will readily appear as the nature of the in-
vention is better understood, the same con-
sists in the novel construction, combination,
and. arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully described, illustrated, and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a perspective view of a portion of a wire
fence equipped with the herein/described wire
stretcher. Kig. 2 is a vertical sectional view
atoneend of thefenceinecluding the stretcher.
Fig. 8 is an enlarged detail sectional view
on the line x—x of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail
in perspective of the herein desecribed wire
stretcher.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates a stationary fence post of the. or-
dinary construection, which, as shown, is pro-
vided near the upper and lower ends thereof
with the horizontal bolt openings 2, that re-
movably receive the bolt ends of the horizon-
tal adjusting bars 4. Beyond their bolt ends
3, the said horizontal adjusting bars 4, are
flattened and are provided with a longitudinal
geries of adjustment openings 5, and said
horizontal adjusting bars are adapted to ex-
tend through the movable tension post or
standard 6. The movable tension post or
standard 6, may simply consist of a solid post
provided with the necessary openings therein,
butis usually constructed as illustrated.in the
drawings, and as shown in my former patent,
No. 391,083, in which the said movable tension
post or standard essentially comprises the
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parallel connected and spaced bars, 7, butin
the present invention the said bars are of the
same width. The said movable tension post
or standard 6, is held firmly in its adjusted
position at one side of the stationary fence
post 1, by means of the adjustable securing
pins 8, which engage with any of the perfo-
rations 5,in the bars 4, at one side of thesaid
movable tension post or standard. The said
tension post or standard 6, is provided in both
sides thereof with a vertically aligned series
of bearing openings 10, in which are mounted
to revolve the removable wire stretchers 107,
to which are connected one end of the fence
wires 10°, for the purpose of maintaining.said
wires properly stretched or at the proper ten-
siomn. .

Each wire stretcher 10%, essentially com-
prises a tapered windingaxle 11 thatis adapt-
ed to be inserted from the outside of theten-
sion post or standard designed for its recep-
tion, and said axle 11,1is provided with a wire
opening 12, which receives theend of the fence
wire connected thereto, at such a point that
when the said axle is inserted in the bearing
openings designed therefor thesaid wire open-
ing is close to the inner side of the side bar
7, through which the axle is first inserted, so
that the tension of the wire holds the axle
firmly in place with the spider catch disk 13,
drawn closely against the outsideof the said
movable tension post or standard. Thesaid
spider catch disk 13, is formed integrally on
the axle 11, near one end thereof and beyond
said disk the outer end of the axle is squared
to form a squared wrench end 14, on-which is
fitted a wrench or other suitable tool for turn-
ing the stretcher. The catch disk 13, essen-

‘tially comprises a radial series of spider arms

145 having inner flattened sides adapted to
be drawn close up against the outside of the

‘tension post or standard, and with outer

rounded or beveled sides which form rounded
crotches 15, that snugly receive the head 16,
of a stop pin 17, adapted to be removably in-
serted in a pin opening 18,formed in one side
of the movable tension post or standard. By
Temoving the pins 17,.the stretchers can be
individually and separately adjusted as may
be found necessary, and when the said pins
are in position between the arms of the spider
cateh disks the stretchers are held firmly
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locked in position by the tension of the fence
wires themselves. It will also be observed
that the stretchers as well as the stop or check
pinstherefor can be easily removed and again
inserted in position from the outside of the
movable tension post or standard.

By reason of the specific shape of the outer
sides of the spider arms 142, it will be obvi-
ous that the heads of the stop pins will be re-
ceived sufficiently snug within the crotches
between the spider arms to prevent the acci-
dental displacement of such pins, while at the
same time the heads of the pins will be held
sufficiently out from the side of the post or
standard so that the same can be readily en-
gaged between the spider arms, when it is
necessary to remove the pins.

While I have specifically described the
stretchers as adapted for use in connection
with the movable tension post or standard, it
will of course be understood that the same
may be used on stationary solid posts or in
other positions requiring wire stretchers, and
changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.
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Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed; and desired to be secured by Let- 30
ters Patent, is— ‘

In a wire stretcher, the combination of a
post or standard provided with opposite bear-
ing openings and a pin opening adjacent to
one of said bearing openings, a revoluble 35
stretcher comprising an axle adapted to be
inserted in said bearing openings and pro-
vided with a wire opening, an outer squared
end, and an integral spider catch disk con-
sisting of a radial series of spaced spider arms 4o
having inner flattened sides, and outer round-
ed or beveled sides, said latter sides forming
rounded erotches therebetween, and a headed
stop pin adapted to be inserted in.said pin
opening between the spider arms and adapted 45
to have the head thereof fit in the erotches
between the spider arms, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein 5o
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM H. DUNGAN.

Witnesses:
H. STEVENS,
L. A. RHYNEARSON.




