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10 Claims.

The purpose of this invention is to provide a
relatively small, lightweight case for enclosing

- the head of a tooth brush which is not intended

to be attached to a wall or other surface, but,
from ifs nature, suggests placing it over the
bristles or head, and then placing the brush with

_ the device thereon in'a glass or the like.

The invention -is a relatively small, thin case,
preferably made of Celluloid or similar material,
which has a flap at one end permitting a tooth
brush to be inserted and withdrawn, and which
may be provided with a tablet of tooth paste or
& disinfectant. ‘

‘Devices of this nature have been placed over

the heads of tooth brushes, however, these have
been attached to the wall or cabinet and form
~an additional fixture, whereas this device is port-
able'and is not attached to the wall or to any
surface, and is only intended to be slipped over
the head of a tooth brush, forming a protecting
cap, and the tooth brush may then be placed in
a glass or other holding device.
- The object of this invention is, therefore, to
provide a closure for tooth brushes which permits
the tooth brush to be placed in the usual recep-
tacle, and, at the same time, encloses the bristles,
keeping the tooth brush sanitary.

Another object is to provide a relatively light-

’ weight closure for enclosing the head of a tooth

brush which may readily be placed upon and re-

- moved from the brush.

Another object is to provide a relatively light-
weight closure for tooth brushes which may con-
tain a disinfectant for disinfecting the brush.

Another object is to provide a relatively small

“closure for protecting the head of a tooth brush

which contains tooth paste in tablet form so that

. the paste may be applied to the brush before the

brush is withdrawn therefrom.

A further object is to provide a relatively small,
lightweight closure for tooth brushes in which
means is provided for scraping the brush as it
is placed therein for catapulting moisture from

- the brush against the tablet or pad.

And a still further object is to provide a rela-

tively small, lightweight closure for tooth brushes

which is of a simple and economical construc-
tion.

With these ends in view the invention em-
bodies a rectangular shaped case formed in two
halves hinged together, with the lower end of one
of said halves provided with a flap and with
means for holding a tablet of material on the
inzide, with the tablet positioned to engage the
brlstles of the brush.

(CL 132—84) ;-
Other features and advantages of the inven-

tion will appear from the following description
taken in connection with the drawings, wherein:
Figure 1 is a view showing the device as it

may appear in use, showing it placed over the"

head of a tooth brush and the tooth brush placed
in a glass with the device thereon.

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the device show-
ing the parts hinged.

Figure 3 is a cross section through the device,
taken on the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a vertical section, on an enlarged
scale, through the device, showing an alternate

-design in which a tablet of tooth paste is held

therein. -

Figure 5 is also a section through the device
on line 5—5 of Figure 4, showing the device for
holding the tooth paste tablet or disinfectant
pad.

Figure 6 is a section through the lower part of
the device, showing an alternate design in which
the flap is provided as a separate article.

Figure 7 is a view showing an alternate design
in which the entire device is formed of one piece
of material, and this is shaped to form a box-
like case with the flap at the lower end.

Figure 8 is a section, similar to that shown in
Figure 4, showing an alternate arrangement for
holding the tablet in the case.

Figure 9 is a view showing an alternate design,
in which -the case is provided with a hinged
closure.

Figure 10 is a detail showing an alternate tablet
holding device.

Figure 11 is a view showing a closure of an
alternate design.

Figure 12 is a view of the closure shown in
Figure 9.

Figure 13 is a section through the case showing
an alternate design, in which a tablet holder,
having the holding means shown in Figure 10,
is used in combination with g closure.

Figure 14 is a detail showing a tablet holding
device, similar to that shown in Figure 4, with
holding means at the ends similar to the device
shown in Figure 10.

In the drawings the device is shown as it may
bz made, wherein numeral | indicates the case,
numeral 2, a tooth brush, and numeral 3, a glass
upon which the device may be placed.

The case | may be formed of a continuous
shell, with the upper end closed and with a flap
at the bottom, or this may be formed in two
sections, as shown in Figures 2 and 3, with the
sides 4 and § of an upper section 6 overlapping
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-the-free-end-thereof is provided with. a flange 15
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the sides T and 8 of another section 8, and the
sides of the two sections may be pivotally held
together by pins 10 and I, and it will be noted
that the part 6 may readily be open, as indi-
cated by the dotted lines in Figure 2, so that
the tooth paste tablet or disinfectant pad may
readily be removed and replaced, and also so
that the brush may be removed from one side
instead of through the end when the bristles
are filled with. tooth paste from the. tablet.

Tt will be understood, however, that the two
parts may be hinged together in any other man-
ner, and they may be connected at any other
point, or the case may be formed of a continuous
shell, as shown in Figures 7-and:.9,-and the:end
may be closed with a hinged cap.or. closure or
other closing means.

In the lower part of the caseids a-flap: {2 with
one end free, and with the other end connected
to the lower end of one side 13 of the case, and

it is;preferred: to -connect the,part.t2,to.the part
3

prov1d1ng greater resiliency

land péfmlttmg the flap .to ;move upward -and

dqwnwargl TFhis, ﬂap 2 may-be made-as shown

in Figure .1,.or ;as-shewn.in -Figure -4,:in which

forming a scraper :for removing moisture from

the brush.as-the brush.is.inserted: in -the -case,

as illustrated at the point -£6in -Figure-4, and

-30 -the moisture seraped;from ;the brush is-thrown
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-seraper,
-keeping the tablet:in a-
;condition.

;s -secured to -the wall 22 of -a .case 23,

against the taplet-as the: bristles pass-:over the
-thereby -providing .moistening -means
moist.and:relatively soft
In thls desxgn the ﬂap is -indicated
by the numeral 11, the loop by the numeral -18,

.and-the case-by-the:numeral .19. In:this design,
and . also in -the desxg

N hown in Figure .1, the
flap-is formed of ;an extensmn -extending from
the wall of the case where the ﬂap is mounted,
-and-the flap is shown as being integral -there-

-with, -whereas, in [Figure 6, -the flap :19 -is pro-

vided with an extended -end 20 to which it is
conneeted cthrough ;a Jeop 21,and- the -part 20
The
-therefore, be formed infegral with the
he case, or may be attached thereto

flap may,
material-

@8:may- be -desired.

The lower -edges of .the -sides -of the .case -are
provided with notches ;24 -in ‘the des1gn shown
dn'Figure 1,-and -24” in-the deslgn shown in Fig-

-yre 4, and-these notches are positioned to fit over

the upper edges of a glass 3 as shown,- These

-notches .are comman -to-all designs, and: provide

locating means holding the device with ,a:tooth

‘brush therein on the upper-edge of the glass.

One side of the case is provided -with .a strip
-of material 25 having an opening -26-therein, and
a tablet 271 of tooth paste may be mounted in
the .area 28 inside.of ithe strip ;28, .with the sur-
face thereof adaptedto be engaged by-the hristles
.of the :brush through the opening 26. The strip
25 provides a pocket iin which a table of tooth
spaste .or .disinfectant .pad may be held as may

“be desired. 'This tablet may alsobeheld as shown
in ‘Figure .6, in -which .clips 29 are provided for

holding the ends of the tablet .or pad, or these
clips -may be formed .as shown in Figure 10, in
which they are stamped from the strip, -or ‘they
may be stamped from .or secured to the strip or
case in any manner or by -any means.

The device is shown and described as compris-
ing two halves hinged together at the upper end
and adapted to be opened and closed as desired.
However, in the design shown in Figure 7, the
case 30 is of a rectangular shaped tube formed
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of one piece of material with the upper end
closed, and with perforations 31 in both sides,
providing circulation therethrough, and the lower
edges of this case are provided with notches 32
and 38 and a flap 34 similar to the flap 12, and
this case may or may not be provided with a
tooth paste tablet or disinfectant pad as may be
desired.

The case 35 shown in Figure 8 is similar to
that shown in Figure 4,.except that the flange
{5 at the end of the flap, which isiindicated by
the numeral 36, is omitted; and the back of the

rcase is provided with a slot 37 through which
an end 38 of a tablet holding strip 39 may be
inserted. “The upper end 40 of the strip is shown
bent at right angles and extending continuously
across the upper end of the case, providing hold-
ing-means holding the strip against the inner
surface of the back 41 of the case.

‘This strip may be formed with the inner por-

:tion ~extending -upward, as.shown .in Figures 8
-and’14, and with: an opening:in the:central: part,
-or-it -may -be formed -as:shown in. Figure -10,:in
~which the strip:is indicated by the numeral 42,
and this is provided swith-.an outwardly :extend-
-ing end 43-similar-to .the end 4@, and-a:clip-or
flap 44 similar:to the end -38,-and’intermediate
-of the ends are tabs-45:and-46: which-are:stamped
ifrom :openings - 47 and 48:-so that -they -will ex-

“tend upward -and grip-the ends of a_ tablet:of:

-tooth :paste -or -a disinfectant. -that -may be :in-
serted therebetween. The strip-39,;shown.in-Fig-
ures 8 and 14, may be provided with an-opening
-£9-through which -the bristles. of ‘the brush:may
-engage the-surface of a:tablet held therein, and
it -will -be :understeod that -this opening may -be
.of any sshape -or:designh or formed.in any man-
-ner. *This:strip is also:shown:in-the case:shown
-in Figure -13,in which the-strip is indicated by

-the -numeral -88, and ‘this is -provided -with a.

straight end 5! and a :clip -2 at- the opposite
end which folds -over .the redge -of -the case 53.
This case fis provided -with -a closure -54 hinged
at the point 55, and this-closure -may be made
as-shown in Figure 11,.or as shown -in Figure 12
-a8:-may -be-desired.

This type of -closure, illustrated in Figures 9,
11 -and 12, is hinged -to -the sides of the case,
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‘which is indicated by .the .numeral -56, at the

. points 51, -and this .is -provided -with -a section

58 that partially closes -the :end of the -case,
however, ‘the ‘end :of -the -section :58 stops short
of -the -edge ‘of -the case, ‘providing -an -opening 59
through -which ‘the handle of a brush may ex-
tend. “The closure -is -also -provided with sides
60, and an extension 61 by which it may readily
be opened with'the case 56 held in one hand, and
:with the thunmib extending over -the extension
6i. It will be understood that the extension 61
may or -may not be used, and it may be short or
long, or may extend -upward or outward, or in
any direction. This closure illustrated in Fig-
ure 11 -is also slightly different in that the end
62, corresponding to the part 58, is slit at the
sides -with slits 63, providing a resilient flap 64
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somewhat similar to the flap 12, making it pos- -

sible to insert the brush in the case without open-
ing the closure, which in this design is indicated
by the numeral 65. It will be noted that, in the
closure shown in Figure 11, the part 61 is omit-
ted, however, it will be understood that this pro-
jection at the end of the closure may or may not
be used as may be desired. It will also be un-
derstood that the bent over portion 44 or 52 of
the {ablet holding strip is located under the clg-
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sure, as shown in Figure 13, and, as the thick-
ness of these parts is exaggerated, the parts be-
ing relatively thin, it will not be necessary to cut
away a portion of the end of the case as the part
52 of the strip is so thin that it may be placed
between the end of the closure and end of the
case, and it will also be understood that, al-
though the ends of the tablet holding strip are
illustrated as held in this manner, any other
means may be used for securing either end of
the strip to the case or holding the strip in po-
sition.

This tablet holding strip; either as illustrated
in Figures 10 or 14, may be made of any length
so that it may be incorporated in a box or case
of full length which may be used to hold an en-
tire tooth brush and handle, and, as hereinbe-
fore stated, projections on the face of the strip
for holding the tablet or a pocket may be formed
therein, or a tablet may be held to the strip in
ahy means, and the strip may also be held in
the case in any manner.

It will be understood that other changes may
be made in the construction of the case without
departing from the spirit of the invention. One
of which changes may be in the general ap-
pearance of the case, as it will be understood that
this may be made of any fanciful design, another
may be in the construction thereof as it may be
formed in any manner, and still another may be
in the use of other means for securing a tablet
or pad on the interior thereof.

The construction will be readily understood
from the foregoing description. In use the de-
vice may be provided as shown and described,
and it will be understood that this device may
be supplied as a separate and independent unit,
and may readily be placed over the head of a
tooth brush or removed therefrom, and, with a
pressed tablet of tooth paste therein, the brush
may be rubbed over the tablét before being
withdrawn so that tooth paste may be ap-
plied to the brush before it is withdrawn from
the case, and it may, therefore, be readily with-
drawn and used. However, when tooth vaste is

- applied to the bristles, it is preferred to open
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“brush in s

one side of the case, as indicated by the dotted
lines in Figure 2, so that the tooth brush may
be removed without the flap scraping the paste
therefrom.

The device has been shown and described as be-
ing made of Celluloid oranytransparent material,
and it will be understood that it may be made of
various colors or it may also be opaque, or made
of metal or any suitable material,

Having thus fully described the invention, what
I claim as new, and desire 10 sscure by Letters
Patent, is: :

1. A relatively small portable case adapted to
be placed over the head of a tooth brush enclosing
the same, and adapted to be used with a tooth
glass or holder, said case provided
with a resilient flap at cne end secured to one
side and adapted to bend inward or outward to
permit the brush being inserted in the case or
removed therefrom, ahd characterized in that
the flap is attached to the side of the case through
a loop increasing the resiliency thereof.

2. A case for tooth brushes and the like of the
type adapted to be fitted over the brush portion

3

of the tooth brush forming an enclosure there-
for; characterized by a substantially closed case
with a slot in one end through which the handle
of the brush extends, a tablet holding strip, clips
extending from the face of said strip adapted to
hold the tablet thereon, and means at the end of
said strip for holding the strip in the case.

3. A case for tooth brushes and the like of the
type adapted to be fitted over the brush portion
of the tooth brush forming an enclosure therefor;
characterized by a substantially closed case with
a slot in one end through which the handle of
the brush extends, a tablet holding strip adapted
to be positioned in cne side of the case having
one end bent cutward holding said strip against
the inner surface of the case, and the other end
bent cver forming a clip holding the end of said
strip to the side of the case, and means holding
a tablet on said strip.

4. A relatively small, portable case adapted to
form an enclosure for the head of a tooth brush,
and characterized in that a tooth brush, with
the device therein, may be placed in 2 glags or
other holding means, said case comprising a re-
ceptacle slightly larger than the head of a tooth
brush with s receiving flap in one end, in which
the flap iz cut on three sides, with the one re-
maining side providing bending means, with the
end in which the flap is formed made of relatively
rezilient msterial, and further characterized in
that the free end of the Sap terminates short of
the end of an opening in which the flap is formed,
rroviding space for the handle of a tooth brush.

5. A case, as described in claim 4, in which the
lower edges of the sides of the case extend slight-
ly beyond the flap and are provided with notches
to receive the rim of g glass, with the handle of
a tooth brush cn which the device is used extend-
ing downward into the glass.

§. A case, as described in claim 4, in which the
end of the flap is bent to form a flange adapted
to scrape the bristles of a brush as the brush is
placed therein.

7. A case, a5 described in claim 4, further char-
acterized in that it is formed of two sections with
one secticn hingedly attached to the other.

8. A case, as described in claim 4, characterized
in that the end in which the fap is formed com-
prises 8 hinged closure providing means for open-
ing the case, permitting withdrawal of the brush
without scraping the bristles theresf by the end
of the flap.

9. A relatively small case forming an enclosure
for the head of a tooth brush and adapted to be
placed over the head of the said brush for pro-
tecting the same, said case having a closure
hinged to the sides thereof, characterized in that
the end of the closure terminates short of the
side of the case, providing an ovening to accom-
modate the handle of the tcoth brush, and said
case further characterized in that notches are
provided in the sides thereof for locating and
helding said case, with the head of the tooth
brush therein, upon the edge of a glass or the like.

10. In combination with a case as deseribed in
claim 4, a tablet holding strip adapted to be posi-
tioned in the case, means holding said strip in
the case, and characterized in that the flap at the
end of the case is formed on said strip.

: JOHN HACKERT.
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