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This invention relates to :a refrigerator cabi-
net construction-and particularly ‘to a -breaker
strip construction for bridging the space betweernl
the inner and- outer walls of such'a cabmet con-
struction.

The principal -object of the present invention
“is to provide a novel breaker sirip construction
for a refrigerator cabinet which is of simplified
design, may be ‘easily and quickly applied, is
strong, effective and expedites assembly.

Another object is :to provide a breaker strip
construction which will effectively seal thé space
between the inner and outer WalI members of
- a refrigerator cabinet:

A futther object. is to prov:de a. breaker'stnp
construction -in" which'san. inner breaker=strip
member will retain the inner and outer ‘walls of
a refrigerator cabinet in spaced apart relation-
ship and an outér-breaker:strip will provide a

finishing trim: between the 1nner and outer wall-

edges.

A still further object is: to provide a breaker
strip construction which will act as g good heat
break membér between the -inner and outer walls
of a refrigerator cabinet and will sacrifice only
3, small amount of .the msulatmg space between
gaid walls.

Other-objects and advantages of the invention

- will be apparent from. the following description
taken in. ‘conjunction: w1th the  accompanying
drawing, in which: .

Pig. 1 is a-top view of a top openlng type of
.refrigeration. cabinet or chest having the food
storage compartment ‘door in open position.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view
taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

-Pig. 3 illustrates a modification of the inven-
tion.

In the drawing, a refrlgerator cabmet or chest
10 is provided with a.door i which is hingedly
connected to the cabinet wall. The illustrated
cabinet wall comprises a vertical outer wall 12,
‘a vertical inner wall. 13- spaced inwardly from
said outer wall and -an insulating material 14
disposed-therebetween.

The outer wall 12 is bent downwardly and in-
wardly at edge 15 to. form a U-shaped channel
{6 having one leg 1T adjacent to the outer wall,
a bottom portion 18 perpendicular to the outer
wall and a second leg 19 parallel to the outer
wall. The top portion of leg 19 is bent inwardly
to: form a flange 20 which is disposed in -approx-
imately the same horizontal plane as edge 5.
This flange is. relatively ‘short and terminates
ata point'spaced inwardly from edge (5.
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. The imner wall 13 is bent downwardly and out-
wardly at-edge 21 to form a U-shaped. channel
22 having one leg 23 adjacent to the inner wall,
@ ‘bottom 24 perpendicular to the inner wall and -
a ‘second leg 25 parallel to the inner wall. The

‘top-portion of leg 25 is bent inwardly to-form a

flange 26 which is disposed in approximately the
same -Horizontal plane as-edge 2{.- This -flange
is relatively short 'and terminates at a ‘point
spacedinwardly from edge 21.

The -channels 16 and 22 extend completely

~ground the cabinet door opening and form up-

wardly opening -grooves- or poekets 21 and -28.
In the illustrated -embodiment, the channels are
shown as bent in portions. of the inner and outer
walls, but-if desired, they-could be fabricated as

-separate parts and then positioned and seculed

to said ‘walls.

An inner breaker strip member 29 of rigid ma-
terial having low heat conductmg properties and
high mechanical -strength, -such as compreésséd

“fiber board, is-positioned between the walls and

éxtends completely around the cabinet door
opening. ‘This -supporting member has a flat
supporting portion 30 disposed in approximately
the same horizontal plane as edges 158 and 21,
portions 31-and 32 inclined from the horizontal

- plane extending down toward channel bottoms

18 and 24 but-spaced from ¢hannel legs {8 and
25, and’ flat portions 33 and 34 which are par-’
allel to supporting portion 30 and proximate
channel bottoms 18 and 24. Sheet metal screws
35 are used to- secure the inner bredker strip 22
The inner breaker strip serves
to hold the inner and outer Walls in spaced apart
relationship and to support an outer breaker
strip as hereinafter described.

-An outer breaker strip 36 of a Fubber-like ma-
terial is: positioned between the inner and outer
walls, said breaker strip having lips 37 and 38
extending over edges 15 and 2[ réspectively and
downwardly depending portions 39 and 40. 'The
portions 38 -and -840 extend into channel grooves
2T1-and 28 respectively and have fecesses 41 and
42 along one edge thereof into which flariges 20
and 26 fit, thereby securing said breaker strip
The under side of said outer
breaker strip is proximate to the top surface of
inner breaker strip 29 so that the inher breaker
strip-will brace the outer breaker stiip agalnst
any downwardly applied force.

A bituminous-like sealing material 43 is dis-
posed in the space betweenvthe channel leg 19-
and 1nclmed portion 31, in the space between
leg-25 and inclined-portion 32, and in the chan-
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" nel grooves 27 and 28 of sufficient quantity to
seal around screws 35. This sealing material
completely seals the space between the refrig-~
erator cabinet walls and thus prevents entrance
of any moisture or air.

In the modification of the invention illus-
trated in Fig. 3, the outer wall is bent downward-
ly and inwardly at edge 15 to form channel 44
having vertical leg 45 and horizontal leg 46.
The inner wall is bent downwardly and outward-
1y at edge 21 to form channel 47 having vertical
leg 48 and horizontal leg 49. The inner breaker
strip 29 is positioned with flat portions 33 and
34 on top of legs 46 and 49. - An L-shaped sup-
porting member 56 having legs 51 and 53 is
positioned over flat portion 33. Flange ‘52 is
formed on the upper end of leg §3. A similar
L-shaped. supporting member 54 having legs 55
and 57 is positioned over flat portion 34.- Flange
§6 is formed on the upper end of leg §1. Sup-
porting members 50 and 54 are provided with
spaced apart holes 58 and 59 respectively. Sheet
metal screws 35 secure the inner breaker strip
- 28 and the supporting members 50 and 94 to the

channels 44 and 47 respectively. Outer breaker
strip 36 is positioned across edges (5 and 21
and flanges 52 and 56 fit into recesses 41 and 42,
thereby securing the outer breaker strip in place.
Sealing material 43 while heated to the liquid
state is poured around screw heads 36 and flows
through holes 58 and 59 into engagement with
the inner breaker strip.- The sealing material
solidifies at normal room temperature and seals
the space between walls 12 and 3.

Tt will be apparent from the foregoing that
this invention provides a novel breaker strip
assembly which may be readily and quickly in-
.stalled in a cabinet structure. . The outer breaker

~ strip member 36 blends in smoothly with the lines
of the cabinet and can be easily removed. The
breaker strip construction acts as a good heat-
break member between the inner and outer wall
and positively seals the space between said walls
by the use of only a small amount of sealing
material. _

Tt will, of course, be understood that various
changes in details of construction and arrange-
ment of parts may be made by those skilled in
the art without' departing from the spirit of the
invention as set forth in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a refrigerator cabinet, the combination
comprising a pair of spaced apart walls having
marginal edges terminating substantially in a
common plane; a pair of flanges carried by said
walls, each of said flanges heing associated with a
respective wall and being spaced inwardly and
disposed parallel thereto, said flanges having
edges terminating in substantially the same plane
as the marginal edges of said walls and extend-
ing outwardly toward a respective wall; means
extending transversely between and secured to
said walls for maintaining said walls in spaced
apart relationship, said means including a chan-
nel-shaped inner breaker strip having a pair of
leg portions interconnected by a web portion,

. each of said leg portions secured to the lower por-
tion of one of said flanges, said web portion be-
ing spaced between said walls and lying in sub-
stantially the same plane as the marginal edges
of said walls; and an outer breaker strip having
o central portion abutting said web portion and
having its edges overlapping the wall edges, said
outer breaker strip having ribs depending there-
from insertable respectively into the spaces be-
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4 .
tween the walls and the flanges associated there-
with. . R :

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1, in
which said flanges associated with said walls and
secured to the leg portions of said inner breaker
strip define pockets, and a sealing material con-
tained in said pockets.

3. In a refrigerator cabinet, the combination
comprising a pair of spaced apart walls having
marginal edges terminating substantially in a
common-plane; a pair of flanges carried by said
walls, each of said flanges being associated with
a respective wall and being spaced inwardly and
disposed parallel thereto, said flanges having
edges terminating in substantially the same plane
as the marginal edges of said walls and extend-
ing outwardly toward a respective wall; means
extending transversely between said walls for
maintaining said walls in spaced-apart relation-
ship, said means including a channel-shaped in-
ner breaker strip having a pair of leg portions
interconnected by a web portion, the leg portions
of said breaker strip each having a flange ex-
tending therefrom fastened to a respective wall,
said web portion being spaced between said walls
and lying in substantially the same plane as the
marginal  edges of said walls; and an outer
breaker strip having a central portion abutting
said web portion and having its edges overlapping
the wall edges, said outer breaker strip having
ribs depending therefrom insertable respectively
into the spaces between the walls and the flanges
associated therewith. - ; i

4. The combination as set forth in claim 3, in
which said flanges associated with said walls and
leg portions of said inher breaker strip define’
pockets; and a sealing material contained in
said pockets. .

5. In a refrigerator cabinet, the combination
comprising, a pair of spaced walls having mar-
ginal edges terminating substantially in a com-
mon plane; a pair of channels integrally formed
and associated with said walls respectively, each
of said echannels including an inwardly extend-

ing portion and a flange spaced inwardly and dis-

posed parallel to its respective wall, said flanges
having edges terminating in substantially the
same plane as the marginal edges of said walls
and extending outwardly toward a respective
wall; means extending transversely between said
walls for maintaining said walls in spaced apart
relationship, said means including a channel-.
shaped inner breaker strip having a pair of leg
portions interconnected by a web portion, the
leg portions of said breaker strip having flanges
extending outwardly therefrom fastened to the
inwardly extending portions of said channels,
respectively, said web portion being spaced be-
tween said walls and lying in substantially the
same plane as the marginal edges of said walls;
and an outer breaker strip having a central por-
tion abutting said web- portion and having its
edges overlapping ‘the" wall edges, said outer
breaker strip having ribs depending thereirom
insertable respectively into the spaces between

“the wall and the flanges .associated: therewith.

6. The combination as set forth in claim 5, in
which said flanges associated with said walls and
the leg portions of said inner breaker strip define
pockets; and a sealing material-contained in said
pockets. .

7. In a refrigerator cabinet, the combination
comprising, a pair of spaced walls having mar-
ginal edges terminating substantially in a com-
mon plane; a pair of suppoiting flanges inte-
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grally formed and associated with said walls re-~
spectively, each of said flanges extending in-
wardly and being spaced from said common
plane; an L-shaped bracket secured to each sup-
porting flange having a section thereof spaced
inwardly and disposed parallel to its respective
wall, said sections having edges terminating in
substantially the same plane as the marginal
edges of walls; means extending transversely
between said walls for maintaining said walls in
spaced-apart relationship, said means including
a channel-shaped inner breaker strip having a
pair of leg portions interconnected by a web por-
tion, the leg portions having flanges extending
outwardly therefrom fastened to said supporting
flanges, respectively, said web portion being
spaced between said walls and lying in substan-
tially the same plane as the marginal edges of
said walls; and an outer breaker strip having a
central portion abutting said web portion and
having its edges overlapping the wall edges, said
outer breaker strip having ribs depending there-
from insertable respectively into the spaces be-
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tween the walls and the sections associated there-
with.

8. The combination as set forth in claim 7, in
which said sections and the leg portions of said
inner breaker strip define pockets; and a seal-
ing material contained in said pockets.

9. The combination as set forth in claim 8, in
which said sections have openings therein to
allow the passage of sealing material to the
spaces between said walls and said sections.

JOHN J. VODA.
RALPH E. WALLENBROCK.
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