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This invention relates to fasteners, and more 
particularly to an originally-separate staple for 
attaching buttons and the like to the material to 
which they are to be applied. 

Buttons are quite frequently utilized as fas 
teners on numerous pieces of wearing apparel, 
and they are quite often before the eyes of the 
public, such as the buttons of men's shirts and 
women's blouses, etc. It is therefore necessary 
that any missing buttons be immediately replaced. 
The buttons are originally attached to the mate 
rial by sewing; however, many men, of the so 
called "bachelor type' find it difficult to sew the 
buttons back on the garment, in such a manner 
that they appear neat and are so positioned that 
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they properly cooperate with the original button- . 
hole. It is also desirable for laundries, Which 
have countless buttons to replace to have a Way 
of speedily replacing missing buttons, and it often 
is necessary for housewives to devote time to re 
placing buttons which could be utilized mor 
effectively in other tasks. 
An object of the invention, therefore, is to pro 

vide a staple which has the appearance of thread, 
and which Will permit a, button to be rapidly and 
easily replaced in the position from which it be 
came disengaged without the necessity of Sewing. 
Among the other objects of the invention are, to 

provide a staple that is originally separate which 
can be inserted through the holes in the button, 
and set by hand manipulation which is of Such 
construction that when it is set it cannot become 
disengaged in normal usage, and in which all the 
points grip into the material so that the danger 
of scratching is minimized; to provide a staple 
that is cheap to manufacture in quantity pro 
duction; and to generally improve upon staples of 
the kind described. 

In the preferred form of my invention the 
staple is originally separate and is U-shaped. It 
may be constructed of a light gauge sheet metal 
treated to resist corrosion. It is so constructed 
that the legs of the staple can be inserted through 
the holes in the button, and extend through the 
fabric. The tips of the legs are bent slightly 
and each tip biased oppositely so that when the 
legs are bent over the tips will engage the fabric, 
and Will also lie adjacent to each other without 
Overlapping. The legs may also be slitted by two 
downwardly converging slits which are positioned 
in such a manner that when the legs are bent 
over the slits will be so positioned that they will 
engage the fabric and prevent disengagement by 
back-pull. 

Further objects, and objects relating to details 
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2 
and economies of construction, manufacture and 
use will more definitely appear from the detailed 
description to follow. 
My invention is clearly defined in the appended 

claims. In the claims, as well as in the descrip 
tion, parts are at times identified by Specific 
names for clarity and convenience, but such 
nomenclature is to be understood as having the 
broadest meaning consistent with the context 
and With the concept of my invention as dis 
tinguished from the pertinent prior art. The 
best form in which I have contemplated applying 
my invention is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings forming part of this specification, in 
which: Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the staple for use 
With a button having two holes. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the staple showing 
how slits and tips are bent in Wardly. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the staple for 
use with a button having more than two holes. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view showing the staple 
inserted through the holes in the button. 

Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of a button with 
the staple attached. 

Fig. 6 is a section view on line 6-6 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 7 is a side elevation of a staple having four 

legS. 
Referring now to the drawings and more par 

ticularly to Fig. 1, the staple 0 is U-shaped hav 
ing legs and 2, or as in Fig. 7 having two 
Sets of parallel legs il, if and 2, 2, and cross 
piece 4. The staple may be constructed of a 
thin gauge sheet metal which has been treated 
to prevent corrosion; since the staple will often 
be used on garments subjected to launderings or 
SWeat it is undesirable to use materials that will 
rust and present an unsightly appearance. The 
legs and f2 are in spaced parallel relationship, 
and so adapted that they can be inserted through 
the holes 3 in a button 8. The legs and 2 
are connected at one end by the cross-piece 4. 
The cross-piece 4 may be engraved to simulate 
threads 5 so that when the staple attaches the 
button to the material it will have the appearance 
that the button has been sewn unto the material 
rather than mechanically attached. 
When the staple is utilized with a button which 

has more than two holes the cross-piece 4 may 
be provided with a short portion f6. This por 
tion 6 will be so angularly disposed that de 
pending flanges 7, 7 can be inserted through 
the holes which are not occupied by the legs 
and 2 of the staple. The portion 6 may also 
be engraved to simulate threads 8. This thread 
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ing 8 will be angularly disposed similarly to the 
portion 6. 
The legs and 2 are provided with tips 9 

and 20 which are bent slightly inward, that is, 
the tips are slightly bent toward the opposite leg. 
The tips are also cut on opposite diagonals 2 and 
22 so that when the legs of staple are folded over 
in such a position that the button will be secured 
to the material the tips 9 and 20. Will embrace 
the material 24 and the tips 9 and 20 with the 
diagonals 2 and 22 will lie adjacent to each 
other, as shown in Fig. 5. Having the tips so 
bent and biased will prevent any sharp edges 
which could snag the material or inflict Scratches. 
The legs ft and 2 are provided with angular 

slits 25 and 26 which converge inward and, down- : 
ward toward the angular cut tips 9 and 20. The 
slits 25 and 26 define biased portions 27 and 28, 
and these portions are slightly inwardly bent to 
ward the other leg the same as the tips. The 
slits are so positioned that when the legs and 
|2 are folded over the biased portions. 27 and 28 
Will protrude outward at right angles and slightly 
past the remaining upper portion of the legs of 
and 2 Which passes through the button, as shown 
in Fig. 6. This will permit the biased portions 
27 and 28 to embrace the material to which the 
button is to be applied and thereby any back 
pull (disengaging the lower portions of the legs 
from their folded over position) will be prevented 
when tension is put on the button such as when 
the button is put through the buttonhole. This 
Will" prevent the button from becoming disen 
gaged after it has been attached. The inward 
bend. Will prevent any sharp edges which could 
Snag Ol' Scratch. . . . . - - . . . . . . . . . . . . 

- The Staple is inserted through the holes in the 
button which are normally utilized in sewing the 
button to the material to which the button is to 
be applied, and then extended through the mai 
terial. The legs of the staple are then bent over, 
and the slightly bent tips and the angular por 
tions are forced into the material resulting in a 
Smooth contour with no opportunity for snags 
or Scratches. : - . - - - - 

The material used in manufacturing the staple 
may be colored so that it will match the material 
to which the button is to be applied thereby pre 
Senting a more harmonious and pleasing combi 
nation. 
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4. 
What I claim is: 
i. A device for fastening a button to a shirt, 

Said device comprising: a Staple formed from a 
Strip of flat, relatively narrow, readily deform 
able, non-corrosive material having a crossbar 
and depending legs, the legs being adapted to 
telescope through the holes of the button and 
being at right angles adjacent the crossbar, each 
leg being provided With downwardly converging 
angular slits defining biased portions, the biased 
portions being So positioned that when the legs 
are folded the biased portions will extend past 
the legs, the tips of the legs being slightly in 
Wardly bent, and being cut on opposite biases, the 
tips being so adapted that when the legs are 
folded the tips will embrace the material and lie 
adjacent to each other without overlapping. 

2. A device as in claim 1 in which the crossbar 
is engraved to simulate threads. - 

3. A device as in claim 1 in which there are 
angularly disposed extensions to the crossbar, 
and the extensions having short depending legs 
adapted to be inserted in holes in the button, 

RICHARD FEINER. 
REFERENCEs CITED 

The following references are of record in the 
file of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Number Nanne Date 

66,968 Kendig ------------ July 23, 1867 
269,882 Reed --------------- Jan. 2, 1883 
271,185. Alters ------------- Jan. 23, 1883 
329,744 Ivins-------------- Nov. 3, 1885 
644,471 Schon, Jr. ---------- Feb. 27, 1900 
644,976 Gibson ------------ Mar. 6, 1900 
837,361. Webber ------------ Dec. 4, 1906 

2122,814 Hansen ------------ July 5, 1938 
2,153,702 Tighe -------------- Apr. 11, 1939 
2,158,242 Maynard ---------- May 16, 1939 
2,302,559. La Place ----------- Nov. 17, 1942 
2,369,961 Gisondi ------------ Feb. 20, 1945 
- - - - - - FOREIGN PATENTS - 

Number Country Date 
11,261 Great Britain ------ Jan. 25, 1912 

594,025 France ------------ May 7, 1924 
706,508 Germany ---------- Apr. 24, 1941 


