Oct. 20, 1931. C. W.'BOTSFORD 1,828,456
’ HOLDER FOR SMALL ARTICLES
Filed Dec. 31, 1929

=
N

<
7

& ‘0 ’\\‘\ .
L B 7 e e e e L R SRS SN

N \
ST ANT7777 7 77  RRSNES T 7

L et Vol ena
Invenior



Patented Oct. 20, 1931

UNITED STATES

1,828,456

PATENT OFFICE.

' GLAUDE “W. BOTSFORD, OF LOS ANGELES,

ODELL, OF PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA ‘ s

' HOLDER FOR SMALL ARTICLES

Application iled December 31, 1929, Serial No. 417,687,

" This invention relates to, “A holder for

-small articles”, which can readily be attached

to a -solid .surface such as.a wall or the backs-

- of theatre seats, and which, when so attached,

-+ 8 1s suitable for retaining in a. substantially

fixed position, articles of clothing, programs,
canes, umbljeﬁas or other small articles.
Usually, in places of amusement such as

theatres, means for holding small articles.are

- 10 not provided convenient to the seated audi-

“ence; it is necessary for each individual to.

keep in mind and look after the small arti-

cles in his or her possession, detracting from

_the pleasure found in'the.entertainment. -One

- 15 of the objects of my invention is to provide
- holder for such articles, including hand
bags and the like, which may be fastened to

the backs of theatre seats, or surfaces of other

solids, and which, when so fastened will re-

-~ 20 tain said articles:in asubstantially fixed posi-

by the further description of my holder.

~ "Hooks of the ordinary type and other
means. thus far proposed as holders.are not
adapted for use in theatres, so far as I am
aware, because of the protruding parts which
are commonly hook-like and catch on -the
wearing apparel of patrons passing back
and forth between the rows of seats.  -With

w28

30
does not have this undesirable feature and

which I believe to be well adapted for use. 3
- no protruding parts to catch on the wearing

on the backs of theatre seats, as shown by the
drawings. ‘ '
metal, including a ribbon-like piece of metal
of uniform or irregular thickness, a portion
of which is rigidly fastemed-to a.base plate,
the remainder forming a plurality of bends
coacting with said base plate to’form a de-

- 88

40

pository for small articles; said strip. being.

" adapted to hold said articles in substantially
a fixed position under spring tension.
“One form of my holder is shown in front
clevation in Figure 1. A sectional view of
the same holder, through A—B of Figure 1
is shown in Figure 2. .- B
“In the Figures,1isa

45

‘ base p'la;fe, 9 the metal

tion. Other objects will become apparent,

this in mind I have designed a holder which -

holder -comprisés essenﬁialiy a.strip-of -

strip, 8 a means of fastening the strip to the -
base plate, (a rivet or equivalent), and 4 is-

the opening or hole in the base plate into
which the free end of the strip 2 passes in
contacting the elastic member 5. The sub-
stantially semi-circular bends in the strip 2
areshown'at 6 and 7. Holes are shown in the
base plate at 8 and 9 whereby it-can readily be

- Yastened to a solid surface with screws, bolts,

rivets or other means. -
Btrip 2 need not be made entirely of spring
metal; it may be rather rigid, the spring tem-
per being chiefly at and near the rigid end.
"The elastic member, or resilient material
may be a piece of rubber packing or the
equivalent counter-sunk on ‘the under side
of base plate, which latter holds it rigidly in
place when the whole is suitably fastened to
a solid surface. ‘The resilient material is

‘used Tor the ‘double purpose of preventing

nioise resulting Irom contact occasioned by a
sudden release of the spring tension strip,
and 6 prevent excessive wear of the metal

. parts. - The resilient contact portion can

readily be replaced at a nominal cost.

The preferred tension on strip 2 is such
that the end free tobe moved can be pulled
.2 limited distance away from the base plate

“by the use of one’s hand.  When no force is

applied-tending to pull thestrip 2 away from
base plate, the iree end remains in a counter-
sunk position in said base plate.” The rigid

‘extremity of the strip is at all times substan-

‘tially flush with the base plate. There are

apparel of persons contacting the holder.
" Attention is called to the fact that the

‘bends in.the strip 2 form with the base plate

a -double -depositery for small articles, one
being larger than the other;the smaller one

‘being formed by the bend in the strip 2 near-
-est 'to its rigid end. I find that this is the

preferred sequénce. If the larger one was

tiest, (adjacent the rigid end of the strip 2),

and ‘a velatively large-article such as-an um-
brella is depesited ‘therein, the -smaller one
would ‘be ‘wide opeén ‘and thus not in a posi-
‘tien adapted to rigidly hold small articles.
“With' the sequence as shown in the figures a
relatively large article can be held in ‘the
larger depository without impairing the
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ability of the smaller one to simultaneously
hold small articles.

The fixed end of the strip 2 which contacts
the base plate may be either countersunk in
said base plate or the edges flattened to make
a smooth contact with it, for the purpose of
preventing wearing apparel catching there-
Ol

Base plate 1 may be flat, shaped for use on
warped or curved surfaces or it may be made
of metal or composition which bends itself to
shaping as desired. The spring tension of
strip 2 is so regulated in the making of the
holder that, when not under the influence of
an extraneous force, the extremity free to be
moved is countersunk in the opening pro-
vided in the base plate.

The strip 2 is shown in the figures as of
uniform thickness but obviously this element
can advantageously be made ornamental and
of varying thickness. Preferably it should
be made heavier (stronger) at and near the
rigidly fixed extremity than at the free end.

Figure 8 shows a modification of my holder

in which the strip is fastened (riveted,

soldered, welded or the equivalent) to the
base plate at a point between the depositories
formed by the bends therein coacting with
said base plate. In other words the rigid
portion of the strip is located between the
primary bends therein which form with the
base plate a plurality of depositories for
small articles. In this instance as in the
holder shown in Figure 1 it is usually pref-
erable to make the strip thicker at and close
to the portion rigidly fastened to the base

plate than at points remote therefrom. A

strip having a thickness tapering from the
rigid portion is satisfactory. '

I claim:

1. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces comprising a base plate
and a strip of metal; said strip of metal hav-
ing a flat extremity rigidly fixed to said plate,

the remainder being shaped with a curvature

from end to end substantially convex to said
plate forming with it a depository for-small
articles, the unattached extremity being free
for limited motion away from said plate un-

der spring tension by the application of a-

force; said base plate having a countersunk
portion adapted to receive said free extremity
therein, resilient material secured within said
countersunk portion, the free extremity of
said strip of metal contacting with said re-
silient material, and said base plate having
means for attachment to a solid surface.

2. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces, comprising a base plate
and a strip of spring metal; said strip of
metal having a flat extremity rigidly fixed to
said plate, the remainder being shaped with
a curvature from end to end substantially
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convex to said plate forming with it a de-
pository for small articles, the unattached
extremity being free for limited motion away
from said plate under spring tension by the
application of a force; said base plate hav-
ing a countersunk portion adapted to receive
said free extremity therein, resilient material
secured within said countersunk portion, the
free extremity of said strip of metal contact-
ing with said resilient material, and said base
plate having means for attachment to a solid

-surface.

3. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces, comprising a base plate
and a strip of metal; said strip of metal hav-
ing a flat extremity rigidly fixed to said plate,
the remainder being shaped with a curvature
from end to end substantially convex to said
plate forming with it a depository for small
articles, the unattached extremity being free
for limited motion away from said plate un-
der spring tension by the application of a
force; said base plate having a countersunk
portion adapted to receive said free extremity
therein, resilient material secured within said
countersunk portion, the free extremity of
said strip of metal contacting with said re-
silient material, and said base plate having
means for attachment to a solid surface.

4. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces, comprising a base plate
and a strip of spring metal having a flat ex-
tremity rigidly fixed to said plate; said strip
being shaped to form a plurality of adjacent,
substantially semicircular arches convex to
said plate forming with it separate depositor-
ies for small articles, its free extremity being
free for limited motion away from said plate

under its own spring tension by the applica- .

tion of a force; said base plate having a hole
and a countersunk portion, resilient mate-
rial secured within said countersunk portion,
‘the free end of said strip of metal contacting
with said resilient material, and said base
plate having means for attachment to a solid
surface.’

5. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces, comprising a base plate
and a strip of spring metal having a flat ex-

- tremity rigidly fixed to said plate; said strip

being shaped to form a plurality of adjacent,
substantially semicircular arches convex to
said plate forming with it separate depositor-
ies for'small articles, its free extremity being
free for limited motion away from said plate
under its own spring tension by the applica-
tion of a force; said base plate having a hole
and a countersunk portion therein, resilient
material secured within said countersunk por-
tion beneath said hole, the free extremity of
said strip of metal contacting with said re-
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ing means for attachment to a solid surface.

6. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces and when so fastened
adapted to hold small articles, comprising a
base plate and-a strip of spring metal an
end of which is rigidly fastened thereto; said
strip being shaped to form two arches convex
to said plate with which they form two ad-
jacent, substantially separate depositories of
different size, the smaller one being adjacent
the rigid end, its non-rigid end being free
for limited motion away from said plate un-
der its own spring tension by the application
of a force; said base plate having a counter-
sunk portion, resilient material secured with-

in said countersunk portion, the free extrem- -

ity of said strip of metal contacting with
said resilient material, and said base plate
having means for attachment to a solid sur-
face.

7. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces and when so fastened
adapted to hold small articles, comprising a
base plate and a strip of spring metal an end
of which is rigidly fastened thereto; said
strip being shaped to form two arches con-
vex to said plate with which they form two
adjacent, substantially separate depositories
of different size, the smaller one being ad-
jacent the rigid end, its non-rigid end being
iree for limited motion away from said plate
under its own spring tension by the applica-
tion of a force; said base plate having a hole
and a countersunk portion, resilient material
secured within said countersunk portion, the
free end of said strip of metal contacting
with said resilient material, and said base
plate having means for attachment to a solid
surface. L

8. A holder for small articles adapted to
be fastened to the backs of theatre seats and
other solid surfaces and when so fastened
adapted to hold small articles, comprising a
base plate and a strip of spring metal one
extremity of which is rigidly fastened there-
to, the other extremity being free for limited
motion away therefrom under spring ten-
sion by the application of a force, said strip
of metal having a thickness greater at said
rigid portion than at the free portion; said

‘strip being shaped to form a plurality of

arches convex to and coacting with said base
plate forming a plurality of depositories for
small articles; said base plate having a hole
therein adapted to receive said free extremity
of said strip of metal in a countersunk posi-
tion, and having means for attachment to a
solid surface. ‘
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