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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatT, ELMER D. SCOTT, of West
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Safety Attachments.

for Pocket-Books; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same. '

My invention relates to safety devices for
preventing the loss or theft of pocket-books,
satchels, reticules, or like portable recepta-
cles, or the contents thereof.

My invention consists in providing means
for attaching the receptacle to the apparel of
the wearer and combining therewith a cheap,
simple, safe, and effective locking device,
offering no inconvenience to the ordinary
manipulation of said receptacle, which will,
while permitting of easy access to the con-
‘tents thereof at the pleasure of the user, keep
the receptacle securely closed when not in
use and prevent it from opening and drop-
ping its contents should it be accidentally let
fall; and it further consists in the peculiar
construction and combination of parts, as will
be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed
out-in the claims. .

This invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, as follows:

Figure 1 represents in perspective a pocket-
book with the improved safety attachment
secured thereto. TFig. 2 representsan end ele-
vation, partly in section, of the same dévice
enlarged. Tig. 3 representsin plan the same
device open. Fig. 4 represents in perspective
a satchel with the improved attachments
thereon. Fig. 5 represents in end elevation
40 a pocket-book with the safety-chain attach-
ment extending around the same.  Fig. 6 rep-
resents in perspective a long pocket-book
with the chain attachment secured near its
oppositeends. Tig.7representsmyimproved
safety device constructed with a cord orguard
to pass around the neck of the user.

Like letters of reference denote like parts
throughout the several figures. .

Inthe drawings, A represents a flexible cord
or chain of any suitable material and of suf-
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ficient strength to resist any violent jerk to
which it might be subjected. One end of
said cord or chain A is securely attached at
b in any preferred manner tc one side or flap
of pocket-book B. The other or free end of g 5
cord or cable A may be provided with a clasp,
hook, safety-pin, button-engaging loop, or
other snitable device for attaching said chain,
cord, or cable to any preferred part of the ap-
parel of theuser. To the other flap orside of 6o
the receptacle B, and preferably opposite the
point of attachment of chain, cord, or cable
4, is secured the ring or loop o’. This ring
or loop b’ may be rigidly seecured in position;
but I prefer that it be attached in such man- 65
ner that it may swing freely from its point of
attachment. This construetion facilitates the
play of chain, cord, or cable A through ring
b”. It also permits ring or loop ¥’ to fall over
and engage with a stud, button, hook, head, 7o
or like catch independent of .or continuous
with chain A at its pointof attachment to the
receptacle, thereby forming an auxiliary lock-
ing device, if desired.

Chain, cord, or cable A and ring b’ having 75
been secured in their respective positions, as
described, the free end of said chain, cord, or

“eable A is drawn through ring b/, and myim-

proved device is now ready for use. The free
end of chain, cord, orcable A is attached to 8o
any convenient part of the apparel and the
receptacle placed in the pocket or carried, as
desired. It will be seen that by drawing the
chain, cord, or cable through the ring the
sides or flaps of the receptacle will be drawn 83
together and securely held in closed relation.
At the same time the receptacle can be ma-
nipulated in the same manner and with the
same ease and celerity as if it were not
equipped with my improved device.

While many methods of attaching the chain,
cord, or cable and ring or loop in their re-
spective positions to the receptacle will read-
ily suggest themselves, and while I do notin-
tend to limit myself in these respects, I will g5
describe what I have found to be simple and
effective ways of applying my invention to
the various. general descriptions of portable _
receptacles now in the market. \

T will first deseribe the application of my roo

Qo



| £¢]

.15

20

23

30

35

40

50

55

60

65

invention to receptacles of the general class
shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3—namely, those
which open like an ordinary book. It is ob-
vious that platesor-clamps having eyes could
be secured to the sides, lids, or flaps by riv-
eting or otherwise, and the chain and ringbe
attached to said eye-clamps. However, in the
case of receptacles of old or weak material
the fastening-clamps might be torn therefrom
by a violent pull on the chain. Thave there-
fore devised the following method of attach-
ment, whiech I regard as a feature of great
utility in my improved device. To the ends
of each of the flaps or sides of said recepta-
cleoppositeitsbackI fix abar orrod. (Shown
in section at ¢.) These rods may rest in the
bottom of the ordinary pockets in said flaps
or may be held in position by doubling the
material of said flaps over them, and may ex-
tend part way or entirely across said flaps, or,
if desired, may extend entirely around said
flaps in the form of a frame. To these rods
or bars are riveted or otherwise firmly se-
cured eyes, which extend outward through
the material of the flaps, and to which the
chain and ring, respectively, are attached.
This construction, as will bereadily seen, ren-
ders it impossible to tear the chain or ring
fastening device from the receptacle by any
sudden or violent pull—such, for instance, as
that to which it would be subjected in case a
thief snatched the receptacle. Moreover,
these rods or bars serve to stiffen the sides or
flaps and thereby aid in preserving the shape
of said pocket-book or receptacle. In thecase
of very long pocket-books of this description
a double chain and ring connection, as shown
in Fig. 6, can, if desired, be employed.

Fig. 4 shows at ¥ the application of my im-
provement to a receptacle of the class used
for carrying coin. "Thechain and ring are re-
spectively attached to eyesor equivalent hold-
ing devices fixed in the opposing metallic jaw-
frames of said receptacle. Fig. 4 also shows
in dotted lines at G and G’ the application of
my invention to a receptacle of the class gen-

erally known as ladies’ “satchels” or “chat--

elaines.” As a receptaele of thisclassis usu-
ally suspended from the waist of the wearer,
its suspension by means of a single chain-and-
ring device, as described, while thoroughly ef-
fective as regards the purpose and practical
operation of my invention, might, however,
permit of a swinging movement of the recep-
tacle objectionable tosome persons, especially
when walking, &e.  In such cases, therefore,
1 employ two of myimproved devices, one be-
ing arranged on each side of the middle of
the metallic jaw-frames thereof, as shown at
G and G/. Here two independent chains or
cords, each terminating insafety-pins or other
clothes-engaging devices, might be employed,
or both chains might terminate in a single
clothes - engaging device, or a single chain
might pass from one side of said receptacle to
the other and engage at each end with the
ring or loop and be provided at its middle
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portion with a clothes-engaging device. The
advantages secured by the application of my
invention to satchels are obvious and mani-
fold. It frequently happensthatladiesinthe
haste incident to “shopping,” or by reason of
worn-out eatches, fail to securely fasten the
satchel as ordinarily used.  As a result, said
satchels open and remain open without the
knowledge of the owner, expose the contents
thereof to public view, and permit the same
to fall out and be lost.

My improved device renders it impossible

‘for a satchel to remain open, except at the

will of the operator.

If desired, my invention may be applied as
illustrated in Fig. 5. Here the cord or chain
is attached to the side or jaw at the point of
attachment of the loop or ring and passes
around the receptacle, being guided by rings
o’ b? and engaging with the ring b’, as in the
constructions hereinbefore described. It will

‘be seen that any attempt to pull the recepta-

cle by means of the chain from the pocket of
the wearer will cause the receptacle, by rea-
son of the play of the chain through thering,
to buckle or double up, thereby effectually
preventing its surreptitious withdrawal from
said pocket. A like effect may be obtained
by winding the chain or cord in the construc-
tions shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 once or
twice around the receptacle before placing in
the pocket.

From the foregoing it will be seen that my

invention can be readily applied directly to
pocket-books, satchels, &c., of the general de-
seriptions now in the market, as well as to
new styles, which may be designed for spe-
cial use therewith, It will also be seen that
by reason of the automatic operation of the
cord or chain and ring device the receptacle
will remain securely closed in case it should
fall from the hands or pocket of the owner,
and the greater the weight of material therein
contained the tighter will its sides or jaws be
drawn together,

It is manifest that a wide range is possible
in the special construction of devices em-
bodying my invention, adapting it for use
with pocket-books and receptacles of differ-
ent kinds, and I therefore wish it to be under-
stood that I do not limit myself, narrowly, to
any special details of construction. ’

‘What I claim is— :

1. In a safety attachment for pocket-books
or similar receptacles, the combination of a
flexible connection attached to one side or
flap of said receptacle and loosely engaging
the other side or flap, whereby when the
weight of the receptacle falls on the flexible
connection the said receptacle automatically
closes, substantially as set forth. g
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2. The combination, with the lids or jaws

‘of a pocket-book, shopping-bag, or like port-

able receptacle, of a flexible cord or cable at-
tached to one of the lids or edges of said re-
ceptacle and passing freely through a ring,
loop, or opening in the other jaworlid of said
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receptacle, substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified. '

3. In a safety attachment for pocket-books
and similar portable receptacles, the combi-
nation, with a ring or loop attached to one
side or flap of said receptacle and adapted to
engage with and slide freely upon a chain or
cord secured to the opposing flap, of a head
or catch secured to said opposing flap at or
about the point of attachment thereto of said
chain or cord and adapted to engage with a
ring or loop and hold the flaps or sides of said
receptacle in closed relation, substantially as
and for the purposes deseribed. ‘

4. In a safety attachment for pocket-books
and similar portable receptacles, a ring or
loop secured to a rod or bar in one side or flap

of said receptacle and adapted to engage with
and slide freely upon a cord or chain secured
to the opposing side or flap of said receptacle,
substantially asand forthe purposesspecified.
5. The combination of a pocket-book B,
cord or chain A, garment-engaging device A’,
ring b, stud or ecateh D,and rods ¢,allof said
parts being constructed and arranged as de-
scribed, and for the purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses this 13th
day of Aungust, 1890,

EILMER D. SCOTD.
Witnesses:
C. H. DORER,
WARD IHOOVER.
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