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LACK OF UNITIY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-3(completely); 7(partially)

Independent claim 1 specifies that a through hole is formed in the putter head to be stepped such that a
fastening bolt pass through the through hole upwards from a bottom face of the putter head, and a cutout
portion is formed in the putter face corresponding to the through hole to open a portion of an upper face of the
putter head in a hitting direction, a seating face seated on the upper face and supported by an edge of the
upper face and a support face are formed to be stepped in a bottom face of the hitting member, a screw-
fastening groove is formed in the seating face such that the fastening bolt is coupled to the screw-fastening
groove, the sitting member being coupled to the putter head in a state in which the hitting member is seated on
the upper face such that a part of the hitting face protrudes beyond the putter face through the cutout portion.
These features provide a stronger coupling structure between a putter head and a hitting member, in a
compact way (see p.3, 1.13-15 of the description). Neither a kit comprising different hitting members, nor
various hitting surfaces are foreseen in claim 1. independent claim 3 comprises special technical features (the
triangular to octagonal coupling protrusion in combination with the cutout portion and the upward through hole
for insertion of the fastening bolt) corresponding to those of claim 1. These features provide a stronger
coupling structure between a putter head and a hitting member, in a compact way, and also makes it possible
to easily use different hitting faces (see p.3, 1.13-15 of the description). Independent claims 1 and 3 are
considered to relate to alternative solutions to the problem of providing a stronger coupling structure between a
putter head and a hitting member, in a compact way (Rule 43(2)(c) EPC).

2. claims: 4-6(completely); 7(partially)

Independent claim 4 specifies that the putter head includes: a first hitting member formed in a spherical shape
corresponding to a shape of a golf ball, the lower end of the shaft being coupled to the first hitting member; a
second hitting member formed in the spherical shape corresponding to the shape of the golf ball, and
horizontally coupled to a side face of the first hitting member to be located on a straight line with the first hitting
member; a third hitting member formed in the spherical shape corresponding to the shape of the golf ball, and
horizontally coupled to a side face of the second hitting member to be located on a straight line with the first
hitting member and the second hitting member; and a coupling rod configured to integrate the first hitting
member, the second hitting member, and the third hitting member by fastening a nut on one end of the
coupling rod, which passes through the first hitting member, the second hitting member, and the third hitting
member, and fastening the shaft to a remaining end of the coupling rod. These features provide an alternative
geometry of a putter head, which is intended to be easily used by left-handed and right-handed users (see p.3,
1.9-12 and p.9, 1.24-26). Differing hitting faces are not mentioned. Neither a cutout portion in the putter face, nor
a stepped support face, nor a triangular to octagonal coupling is mentioned in this claim.
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