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My invention relates to brassieres for post-mastectomy 
patients. - 

It is an object of my invention to provide a brassiere 
of this character which will support an artificial breast 
form so that it will simulate the movements and assume 
the positions of a natural breast of the wearer in all 
postures and according to all movements of the wearer. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a novel 

and simply constructed brassiere attachment which when 
combined with an ordinary brassiere, will convert the 
latter into a post-mastectomy brassiere having the advan 
tages herein noted. 

In mastectomy cases where one artificial breast is em 
ployed in a brassiere, it is desirable to hold the false 
breast in balance with the natural breast in all stretching 
and reaching movements as well as in all postures of the 
wearer. This is accomplished in my brassiere by provid 
ing an up-lift on the cup for the natural breast and a 
gentle yieldable down-pull on the cup for the artificial 
breast. This down-pull is effected by use of an extension 
depending from the false side of the brassiere and adapted 
to be connected with a garment of the wearer below 
the waist, for example to the top of a stocking of the 
Weae. 

It is also desirable that the brassiere provide a smooth, 
soft and non-irritating surface over the scar area of the 
post-mastectomy patient. Accordingly, such a surface is 
provided in my brassiere. 

In further consideration of the advantages of my in 
vention, it is an additional object thereof to provide a 
brassiere attachment such as described which is reversible 
whereby an ordinary brassiere readily may be converted 
to use of an artificial breast for the right or left side of 
the patient. 

I will describe only two forms of post-mastectomy 
brassieres each embodying my invention, and will then 
point out the novel features thereof in claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a brassiere embodying 

my invention as it would appear when in use, the cup 
for the false breast being broken away for clarity of ill 
lustration. 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the brassiere shown in 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 
fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a modified form of the attach 
ment embodying my invention, as removed from the 
brassiere. 

Referring more specifically to the drawings, 1 desig 
nates a brassiere comprising a body-encircling band 2 
having clasp means 3 and 4 at opposite ends and pro 
vided with the usual cups 5 and 6 for reception of the 
breasts of the wearer. The usual shoulder straps 7 are 
also provided for this brassiere. 

In accordance with my invention, I provide means 
for forming with one of the cups of the brassiere a 
pocket 8 for supporting an artificial breast form 9, this 
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form being usually made of sponge or foam rubber al 
though it may be any suitable material such as cus 
tomarily used for this purpose. This pocket-forming 
means includes provision for effecting a gentle yieldable 
downward pull on the pocket to maintain the false breast 
in balance with the natural breast. 
As here shown this pocket-forming means is in the 

form of an attachment adapted to be stitched to a ready 
made brassiere. However, such means may be originally 
embodied in the brassiere when manufacturing the lat 
ter, or it may be detachably secured in place to a fin 
ished brassiere by suitable fastenings. 
As here shown, the pocket-forming means includes an 

elongated piece or strip 10 of cotton or some other suit 
able soft cloth or fabric having a wide end portion 10a 
for forming with a cup of the brassiere, the pocket 8. 
This wide end portion 10a generally follows the marginal 
contour of the brassiere portion 2a in which is formed 
the cup to be associated with such wide end portion. 
It is stitched as at 11 along one of the outer end edges 
thereof to the portion 2a of the brassiere on the outer 
side of the cup and also stitched as at 12 to the portion 
2a on a curved line across the lower side of the brassiere 
cup associated therewith, the stitching 12 being intermedi 
ate the upper and lower edges of the wider end 10a and 
above the lower margin of the portion 2a, thereby clos 
ing the sides and lower end of the pocket 8. 
Above the stitching 1 and 12, the wider end portion 

10a is tapered upwardly to form a closure flap 10b. Snap 
fastening elements 14 and 15 are provided on the flap 
10a and the portion 2a of the brassiere respectively 
whereby the flap may be releasably held in closed posi 
tion maintaining the breast form 9 in the pocket 8. 
The narrower end portion 10c of the attachment piece 

10 extends beneath the breast cup for the natural breast, 
this being, as here shown, the cup 6, and is stitched as 
at 16 to the brassiere band 2 on the outer side of this 
cup. The upper edge 10d of the end portion 10c is 
curved around the lower side of the cup 6 and is free 
from connection with the brassiere band 2 and cup 6. 
The lower edge of the end portion 10c is also free from 
connection with the band 2. Likewise the portion of 
the wider end 10a below the curved stitch line 11 is free 
from connection with the band 2, thus along its lower 
edge, the strip or piece, 10, is free from connection with 
the brassiere band. The purpose of this arrangement 
will be apparent with reference to the following descrip 
tion. 

As a means for exerting a downward pull, particu 
larly on the pocket 8 for the artificial breast form 9, the 
attachment piece 10 at the wider end 10a, is provided with 
a depending extension 17, to the lower end of which an 
elastic strip 18 is secured. On the lower end of this elas 
tic strip is a clasp 19 for connecting the strip with some 
part of the wearer's apparel below the waist. As here 
shown, this clasp is engageable with the upper end of a 
stocking 20 of the wearer. Thus the extension 17 is dis 
posed along a thigh of the wearer and connected with the 
adjacent stocking, as a hose Supporter, as well as a means 
for exerting a down-ward pull on the cup for the false 
breast. 

It should be noted that the shoulder straps of the bras 
siere exert the usual upward pull on the brassiere while 
the extension 17 and strip 18 exert a downward pull pri 
marily on the pocket 8 of the breast form 9. However, 
due to the manner in which the narrower part 10c of the 
piece 10 is attached beyond the outer side and below the 
cup 6 for the natural breast, and in view of this part 10c 
being free from connection along its upper and lower 
edges with the brassiere, a slight downward pull is also 
exerted on the cup 6 for the natural breast. Thus the 
natural breast and the artificial breast keep in balance 
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Such that the latter will simulate natural breast positions 
and appearance in all postures and movements of the 
Weare. 

It is important to note that the attachment as shown in 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3 provide a smooth unbroken and soft sur 
face next to the scar area of the wearer thus assuring corn 
fort and preventing irritation of this area. 

Another feature of advantage is that the strip or piece 
16 need be stitched to the brassiere but at the three 
points, along the stitch lines 1, E2 and 55, it being ob 
vious that means other than stitching couid be resorted 
to as desired for securing the piece 0 in place. Pref 
erably the piece it is made of double thickness so as to 
provide a scft and comfortable surface over the scar area. 
Moreover this piece is reversible, being adapted to form 
a pocket for a false breast on the right or left side of a 
brassiere. 

In having the lower edges of the piece 18 and the upper 
edges thereof free from connection with the brassiere 
proper, the piece 10 will conform more effectively to the : 
body for assured comfort of the wearer. Moreover, 
these free edge portions of the strip it assure that the 
downward balancing pull will be directly applied to the 
clip for the false breast rather than to the entire bras 
siere, thereby keeping the false breast in balance with 
the natural breast. 
A modified form of my invention is shown in Fig. 4, 

wherein the piece or attachment generally designated 25, 
is the same as to shape and purpose as the piece 8 but 
made in two parts 2 and 22, joined by detachable fasten 
ings 23. In some instances this form may be desirabie. 
In all other respects this form serves the same purpose 
as the form shown in Figs. 1-3 and is applied in the 
Sale failer, 

claim: 
1. An attachment for a brassiere having a body-en 

circling band, shoulder straps and a pair of breast-receiv 
ing cups, to adapt the brassiere for use by a post-mastec 
tomy patient, said attachment comprising a body of soft 
fabric having a first portion attachable to the inner side 
of said band so as to span one of said cups and retain 
therein an artificial breast form; said body having a 
Second portion joined to one side of said first portion and 
extended laterally therefrom for attachment at its free 
end to said band at a point between the other cup and 
the end of the band adjacent the other cap; said second 
portion being shaped to extend beneath the lower edge 
of said other cup; Said body having a third portion joined 
to the lower part of said first portion and extending 

s 

downwardly therefroin below said band; an elastic strap 
on the lower end of said third portion; and means on 
the lower end of said strap for attaching said strap to a 
garinent of the wearer. 

2. An attachment for adapting a brassiere for use by 
post-mastectomy patient; said brassiere having a body 
encircling band, a pair of breast-receiving cups and shoul 
der straps; Said attachment comprising an elongated body 
of soft fabric dimensioned so that its free ends are at 
tachable to the inner side of said band between the cups 
and the ends of the band; said body having a first portion 
dimensioned to span one of said cups to retain therein 
an artificial breast form; fasteners on the band above said 
one cup and on the upper part of said first portion, coop 
erable for holding said first portion in position retaining 
said breast form in place; said body having a second por 
tion extending laterally from said first portion so as to 
lie along the inner side of the band beneath the lower edge 
of the other cup; said second portion having a curved 
upper edge clearing said other cup; said body having a 
third portion joined to the lower part of said first portion 
and extended downwardly therefrom below said band; said 
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third portion decreasing in width toward its free end; an 
elastic strap attached to said free end of said third por 
tion; and means on said strap for attaching said strap to 
a garment of the wearer. 

3. A brassiere for a post-mastectomy patient compris 
ing: a body-encircling band; shoulder straps on said band; 
a pair of breast-receiving cups on said band; an elongated, 
soft fabric body having each end fastened to the inner 
side of said band between one of the cups and an end of 
the band; said body having a lower edge extending along 
and adjacent the lower edge of said band and free from 
connection with the lower edge of the band; said body 
having adjacent one end thereof a first portion spanning 
one of said cups for retaining an artificial breast form 
therein; said first portion being secured to the band be 
neath said one cup; fasteners on the upper part of said 
band above said cup and on the upper part of said first 
portion, respectively, cooperable for holding said first por 
tion in position retaining said form in said one cup; said 
body having a second portion extending laterally from 
said first portion beneath the other cup to the other end 
of said body; said body having a third portion joined to 
and extending downwardly from the lower part of said 
first portion and free from connection with said band; an 
elastic strap extending downwardly from the lower end 
of said third portion; and a fastener on the lower end 
of said elastic strap for securing said strap to a garment 
of the wearer. 

4. A brassiere for a post-mastectomy patient coimpris 
ing: a body-encircling band; shoulder straps on said band; 
a pair of breast-receiving cups on said band; an elongated, 
soft fabric body having each end fastened to the inner 
side of said band between one of the cups and an end 
of the band; said body having a lower edge extending 
along and adjacent the lower edge of said band and free 
from connection with the lower edge of the band; said 
body having adjacent an end thereof a first portion Span 
ning one of said cups for retaining an artificial breast 
form therein; said first portion being Secured to the band 
beneath said one cup and above the lower edge of said 
band; means on the upper part of said first portion and 
the upper part of said band above said one cup respec 
tively, cooperable for holding said first portion in posi 
tion to retain said form in said one cup; said body having 
a second portion extending laterally from one side of 
said first portion beneath the other cup to the other end 
of said body; said second portion having a curved upper 
edge spaced from the edges of said other cup; said body 
having a third portion joined to the lower part of said 
first portion and depending therefrom past the lower 
edge of said band; said third portion hanging free of 
the band from the point where said first portion is secured 
to said band beneath said one cup; said third portion 
decreasing in width toward its lower end; an elastic strap 
secured to and depending from the lower part of said 
third portion; and a fastener on the lower part of said 
elastic strap for securing said strap to a garment of 
the wearer. 
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