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11 Claims.

This invention relates to an improvement in
knitted garments such as infants’ shirts, night-
gowns and the like. While not so limited, it is
particularly directed to.that type of garment in
which the upper portion of the front section
consists of two overlapping pieces which extend,
respectively, from the shoulders downwardly and
diagonally across the garment to the opposite

<

side edges thereof, whereby overlapping portions

are provided which form a double thickness across
the chest of the infant.

Garments of the above type, as heretofore
proposed, have consisted of a number of sections,
including separate sleeves, which are cut from
knitted material and sewed together to form a
complete garment. It is an object of the present
invention to provide & knitted garment of the
type referred to above, in which the component
pieces can more readily be cut from knitted
goods and sewed together to form the garment
with a minimum amount of labor and stitching.

Among other objects of the invention are the

provision of a knitted garment which will drape
better on the wearer, provide a minimum of re-

sistance to his normal movements, and in which’

the neck opening and the sleeves will better re-
tain their original shape.
In accordance with the above obJects I pro-
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vide a garment in which the entire back, the top : -

front sections and the sleeves are of one piece of
material, thereby making it necessary to use only,
additionally, a lower front section in order to
complete the garment.

In forming the garment, the single plece to
form the back, the overlapping sections and the
_ sleeves is cut from knitted material so that the
wales in the back section run vertically. When
that piece is so cut and subsequently folded, as
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on. the wearer and give greater freedom of move-
ment of the shoulders and the arms.

As the wales in the overlapping front sec-
tions run diagonally towards the shoulders, there
is relatively little if any stretch to the free edges
of those sections. Hence, the neck opening re-
tains its original shape and does not stretch and
become baggy to present an unsightfly appear-
ance. Also, as the end of the sleeves lie in planes
more nearly parallel than normal to the direc-
tion of the wales in the sleeves, there is practi-

_cally no stretch to them, particularly if they are
over-stitched to prevent fraying of the ma,terlal

as is customary in such garments.

The invention will be further described in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, but it
is to be understood that such further descrip-
tion is by way of exemplification and that the
invention is not limited thereto except to the
extent defined inthe appended claims.

In the drawings:

Tig.'1 is a front view of a garment embodying
the present invention;

Fig. 2'is a back view thereof;

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view 0n 11ne )
3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a'view of the piece of material which
forms the back, the sleeves and the overlapping
front sections, with -one of the front sections
being folded to the position which it assumes m
the completed garment;

Fig. 5 is a front view of a p1ece ‘of matena]
which forms the lower front portion of the gar-

- ment; and

will. hereinafter more fully be described, the -

wales in each upper front section will extend in
a direction diagonally towards the shoulders from
which the respective sections extend, and the
wales in the sleeves will extend in a direction
parallel to those in its adjoined front section,
with the result that the open end of the sleeves
will lie in planes more nearly parallel than nor-
mal to the direction of the wales in the sleeves.

By having the overlapping front sections and
the adjoined sleeves formed from a single piece
with the wales running in a direction generally
normal to the top of the sleeves and the shoul-
der portions, the garment is readily stretchable
in a direction along the shoulders and the upper
portions of the arms, so-that it will drape better
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Fig. 6 is a view showing how a series of the
pieces to form the back, sleeves and overlapping
front sections of the garment may be cut from
a piece of tubular knitted material. -

Referring now to the drawings, and first. to
Figs. 1-3 inclusive, the garment comprises a
back {, a front including a lower section 2 and -
overlapping upper sections 3 and 4, and sleeves
§ and 6. The upper portions of the free edges
of the overlapping front sections 3 and 4 coop-
erate with the upper free edge portion T of the
back to form a closed neck opening 8. All parts
of the garment are made of knitted material
which, if desired, may be napped or brushed.

" The entire garment except for the lower front
section 2 is made from a single piece of material
of the shape of the blank shown in Fig. 4.

The bianks may be cut from tubular knitted
material in the manner shown in Fig. 6. As
shown in that figure patterns for the blank of
Fig. 4 are folded along a line extending longitudi-
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nally of the center of the back and placed on the
-flattened tubular knitted material so that the fold
line of the pattern coincides with one edge of the
flattened tubular material. In order that there
shall be a minimum of waste, the patterns of ad-
Jjacent blanks are laid in opposite directions with
their fold lines coinciding with the opposite edges
of the flattened material. When so positioned
on the flattened material the patterns can more
or less nest with ope another, in pairs, with the
lower peortion of the back of one blank in the
space beneath the sleeve portion of the other
blank of the pair, so that there is relatively little
waste material when the blanks are cut. As all
of the patterns are placed with the center line
of the back coinciding with one of the side edges
of the flattened tubular material the wales

throughout the blanks will extend parallel to the

longitudinal center of the back.

After the patterns have been laid out as de-
scribed abave the flattened: material is marked
along the outline. of the patterns and then. ent
into individual pieces and.unfolded o give a blank

of the.shape shown in Fig. 4, in which the por-

t10n§ to form the sleeves extend outwardly and
upwardly from the upper.opposite sides of the
bagk section, and in which the portions te form
the ovgrlappmg front sections extend upwardly
and inwardly from the upper inner portions of
the.sleeve sections.

The blanks shown in Fig, 4 are folded along
lines. 8. extending inwardly from the midpoint. of
the ouier ends of the sleeye sections to a peint ad-
jacent the free edge. 1 of the upper pertlon of
the.back section. . The left: hand portion of the
blank of Fig, 4 is shewn in its folded position and
it will. he noted- that the two. parts of the sleeve
section overlie-one gnether and that the upper
partion of the front section extends downwardly
from the shoulder and diagonally seross the gar-
ment to the other sidé thereof at a point abeve
the waistline W of the garmgnt and slightly be-
low the point where the sleeve joins the back sec-
tion. ‘When the other segtion is folded along the
ling 8 the sleeve af the right hand side of the
garment will be formed and the upper frong sec-
tion 4 will overlap the sect;qn 3, as shown in
Fig. 1.

After the blank. has heen foldeq as descrxbed
above the lower edges of the sleeves are stitched
together, as indicated at 10 and {i. The lower
{ront section. 2 is placed in position and stifched

to the back section along the side edges 12 and

13 thereof, and to the lower edges of the over-
lapping upper front sections-3 and 4 along a hori-
zontal line 14. The snds {5 and 1§ are stitched
to the edges of the hack section at 1T and I8 to
the opposite sides thereof to complete the gar-
ment.

In order to prevent fra,ymg the lower open part
of the garment and the outer ends of the sleeves
may be overstitched, as is. common in garments
of the type shown. .

Due to the fact that the blank is eut as shown
from a single piece of knitted material with the
wales running parallel to.the longitudinal eenter
of the back, the wales in the upper front see-
tions when they are folded into final position will
run in a direction diagonally towards the shoul~
ders. from which those sections extend, and the
wales in the sleeves will run in the direction
shown in the drawings and mqre nearly parallel
than normal to the open ends of the sleeves.

By having the wales in the overlapping front
sectxons run disgonally towards the shoulder from
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which those extensions extend the free edges of
those sections will extend in a direction generally
parallel to the wales of the material so that there
will be relatively little stretch to them and the
garment will retain its original shape and not be-

. come baggy and present an unsightly appearance.

10

Also the top of the shoulders and the tops of the
sleeves of the garment will extend in a direction
substantially normal to the wales so that the gar-
ment will possess substantial resiliency length-
wise of the shoulders and the arms and thereby
better drape on the wearer and afford a minimum

- . of interference to the normal movements of the
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‘wearer.

With the wales extending more nearly parallel
than normal to the free ends of the sleeves there
will be relatively little resiliency at those ends so
that they will have relatively little stretch and
wil] retain their original size and shape.

If desired in order to further reinforce the free
edges of the overlapping front sections-and the
irge upper edge of the back, those edges may be
reinforced with a tape or strip of material whigh
may be knitted and which has the wales thergof
extending parallel to the edges.

From the aforesaid it w111 be seen that the
present invention provides a garment which af-
fords double protection over the chest of the in-
fant and which can be manufactured with a min-~
imum of sewmg operations. It also provides a
garment in which the various parts will retain
their original shape so that the.garment will
maintain a sighily appearance on the wearer.
However, by having the wales run as described in
the several sections stretch of the garment: at
several places where it is desired is afforded 50
that the garment will properly drape on the wear-
er and provide a minimum of interference with
the natural movements of his arms and shQul-
ders.. :

Iclaim:

1. Abody earment of kmtted mateual compns-
ing an upper portion including a back, front sec-
tions angd sleeves, the front. sectiong. havmg free
edges which cooperate with a free edge. at the
upper portion of the back section to form a neclg
opening, said upper portion being of & single pjece
of material folded and sewed so that the wales in
the back section run vertically, the wales in the
front sections run dlagonally towards the shoul—
ders from which said sections, respectlvely, extend
and the wales in the sleeves run more nearly par-
allel than normal to the euter ends of the sleeves.

2. A body garment of knitted material compris-
ing-an upper portion including g back, overiap-
ping front sections and sleeves, the everlapping
front sections having free edges the upper por-
tions of which cooperate with a free edge of the
back section to form a neck opening, said upper
portion being of a’ single piece of materia] folded
and sewed together so that the wales in the back
section run vertically, the wales in the overlapping
frent sections run diagonally’ toward the shoul-
ders frem which said sections, respectively, ex-
tend and the wales in the sleeves run parallel to
the wales in the overlapping freont seetions.

3. A body garment of knitted material combiis.
ing a-back, a front, and sleeves, the back being of
a sinele piece of material extending the full length
of the garment, the front including a lower secs
tion and upper sections extending from each
shoylder and having free edges which eooperate
with a dree edge at the top of the back portion to
form a-neek opening, the baek the upper front

' sections and. the sleeves being of a single piece of
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material folded and sewed so that the wales in
the back section run vertically and the wales in
the overlapping front sections run diagonally to-
ward the shoulders from which said sections, re-
spectively, extend.

4. A body garment of knitted material compris-
ing a back, a front, and sleeves, the back extend-
ing the full length of the garment, the front hav-
ing a lower section and overlapping upper sections

~which extend from the shoulders, said upper front
sections having free edges, the upper portions of
which cooperate with a free edge at the top of the
back section to form a neck opening, the back, the
upper front sections and the sleeves being of a sin-
gle piece of material folded and sewed so that the
wales in the back section run vertically, the wales
in_the overlapping front sections run diagonally
toward the shoulders from which said sections,
respectively, extend, and the wales in the sleeves
run more nearly parallel than normal to the outer
ends of the sleeves.

5. A body garment of knitted material compris-~
ing a back, a front, and sleeves, the front includ-
ing a lower section and overlapping upper sections
which extend from the shoulders, the overlapping
upper front sections having free edges, the upper
portions of which cooperate with a free edge at
the top of the back section to form a neck open-
ing, the back, sleeves and overlapping front sec-
tions being of a single piece of material folded
and sewed so that the wales in the back section
run- vertically and the wales in the overlapping
front sections run diagonally toward the shoulder
from which said sections, respectively extend.

6. The method of forming blanks for the manu-
facture of body garments which are symmetrical
with respect to a longitudinal center line which
comprises laying out one-half of the blank on
knitted material having connected upper and
lower folds in which the wales run substantially
parallel to the line connecting the folds, with the
longitudinal center of the blank coinciding with
the edge connecting the folds and with connected
front and sleeve sections extending in directions
diagonal to the direction in which the wales in the
folds run, and cutting the superposed folds along
the lines defining said one-half of the blahk, other
than the edge connecting the superposed folds.

7. The method of forming blanks for the man-
ufacture of body garments which are symmetri-
cal with respect to a longitudinal center line
which comprises laying out one-half of the blank
on flattened tubular knitted material, with the
longitudinal center of the blank coinciding with
the edge at one side of the tubular knitted ma-
terial and with connected front and sleeve sec-
tions extending in directions diagonal to the di-
rection in which the wales in the material run,
and cutting the superposed folds along the lines
defining said one-half of the blank, other than
the edge coinciding with the longitudinal center
of the blank.

8. The method of forming blanks for the man-
ufacture of body garments which are symmetri-
cal with respect to a longitudinal center line
which comprises laying out a plurality of halves
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of such blanks on flattened tubular knitted ma-
terial, with the longitudinal center of the blanks
coinciding with the sides of the flattened mate-
rial and with connected front and sleeve sec-
tions extending in directions diagonal to the
length of the material, successive blanks having
their longitudinal cenfer lines coinciding with
opposite side edges of the flattened tubular ma-~
terial and with portions of the blanks to form
parts of the garments below the sleeves lying
opposite one another, and cutting the superposed
folds along the lines defining said half blanks,
other than the edge coinciding with the longi-
tudinal center of the blank.

9. A one-piece blank for forming a knitted gar-
ment comprising a central section adapted to
form the back, sleeve sections extending upward-
ly and outwardly from the opposite upper sides
of said back section, and front sections extend-
ing upwardly and inwardly from the upper inner
portions of the sleeve sections, the wales in all of
said sections running in a direction parallel to
the longitudinal center of the back section,

10. The method of making a garment of knitted

- material having a back section, overlapping front

sections and sleeves which comprises forming a
one-piece blank for the upper portion of the gar-
ment having a central back section, sleeve sec-
tions extending upwardly and cutwardly from the
opposite upper sides of said back sections and
front sections extending upwardly and inwardly
from the upper inner portions of the sleeve sec-
tions with the wales in all of said sections run-
ning in a direction parallel to the longitudinal
center of the back section, folding each sleeve
and connected front sections on a line extended
inwardly from substantially the center of the
outer end of the sleeve sections so that the front
sections overlap one another and the sleeves are
formed, sewing the over-folded sleeve sections to-
gether along their lower edges, and sewing to-
gether the bottom edges of the overlapping front
sections.

11. The method of making a garment of knit-
ted material having a back section, overlapping
front sections and sleeves which comprises form-
ing a one-piece blank for the upper portion of
the garment having a central back section, sleeve
sections extending upwardly and outwardly from
the opposite upper sides of said back section and
front sections extending upwardly and inwardly
from the upper inner portions of the sleeve sec-
tions with the wales in all of said sections run-
ning in a direction parallel to the longitudinal
center of the back section, folding each sleeve
and connected front sections on a line extended
inwardly from substantially the center of the
outer end of the sleeve sections so that the con-
nected front sections overlap one another and
the sleeves are formed, sewing the over-folded
sleeve sections together along their lower edges,
and sewing a lower front section to the lower
edge of the overlapping front sections and to
the side edges of the lower portion of the back
section. '

HAROLD BRADFORD NORTHRUP.




