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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, AUGUST C. KÜSTER, of 

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of 
New York, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Stair-Carpet Fasteners; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full and exact description thereof, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
making a part of this specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide an 

improved stair-carpet fastener which may be 
secured in place easily upon the riser of the 
stair Without the necessity of cutting into the 
stair, shall hold the carpet firmly and at the 
same time be capable of being shifted readily 
to release the carpet, and shall be so construct 
ed that it shall not be liable to be moved ac 
cidentally either to displace or to release the 
Carpet and that no parts shall be exposed to 
be broken by a blow and the efficiency of the 
device thereby destroyed. Devices of the 
Same general character heretofore known to 
me have been open to some or all of the ob 
jections referred to or have been so compli 
cated as to be too expensive for common use. 
In the accompanying drawings: Figure lis 

a vertical section of a portion of a stairway 
showing my improved fastenerin place. Fig. 
2 is a front view of a portion of the stairway 
On a larger scale, and Fig. 3 is a section on 
the line ac-ac of Fig. 2. 
A plate A, recessed on its under side, as 

shown clearly in Fig. 3, is adapted to be se 
cured to the riser B of the stair by screws C, 
C, and is slotted at about its middle as indi 
cated at a, a, in Fig. 3. On each side of the 
slot a, a, are formed ears D, D, which afford 
a bearing or support for a pin E on which is 
journaled the hub F of an arm G. The free 
end of Said armisformed with ahead Hwhich 
is preferably toothed to engage the carpet K 
more firmly. The hub Fis formed with a lug 

pivot 
When the parts are in the position shown in 
Fig. 3 and projects into the recess of the plate 
A through the slot a, a. Upon the under side 
of the plate Aissecured a stiff spring L, which 
co-operates with the lug f to hold the arm G. 
either in the position shown or in a position 

at right angles thereto. In order to increase 
the pressure of the head H. upon the carpet 
a second spring L' is also secured to the plate 
to co-operate with the first, the one overlap- . 
ping the other. 
The springs, as shown in Fig. 3, project 

from opposite ends of the plate toward the 
ears D, and the plate is therefore projected 
at equal distances from the opposite edges of 
the ears. The arm G is projected beyond the 
plate A and the head His projected in Ward 
from the side of the arm to a line with the 
under side of the plate. The head is thus 
adapted, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, to press 
the carpet against the riser B, and the plate 
is not used as a part of the clamp which holds 
the carpet. 

Constructed as described the device is com 
plete in itself and is ready to be applied as 
manufactured, having no loose parts to be 
lost. The recessed plate enables the device 
to be applied and used without cutting into 
the stair itself and at the same time entirely 
covers and protects the springs so that there 
is no danger of their being broken or bent or 
displaced by an accidental blow. Moreover 
as the arm is capable of swinging only in a 
plane at right angles to that of the stair to 
which the plate is fastened the arm may be 
shifted laterally to disengage or to displace the 
carpet by the pressure of the foot or by any 
other body, while at the same time it may be 
swung back easily by hand whenever it is 
desired to release the carpet. 
I am aware that it has been proposed here 

tofore to pivot an arm to a bed plate fixed 
upon the stairs and to clasp the carpet be 
tween such bed plate and the arm. My pres 
ent construction is designed to press a head 
upon the extremity of the arm, directly upon 
the riser, and to thus hold the carpetin closer 
contact with the riser than if the bed plate 
were interposed. My device therefore in 
volves an arm extended beyond the edge of 
the bed plate, and provided with a head 
adapted to press the carpet directly against 
the riser, and the length of such arm neces 
sitates a special construction for the springs, 
to secure the desired flexibility and strength 
in the latter. 
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I claim as my invention 
In a stair carpet fastener, the combination, 

with the plate A slotted at the middle of its 
length and provided with ears D at the op 

5 posite sides of the slot and having a recess 
upon its under side, of the springs L., L' 
secured to the under side of said plate at 
the ends of the recess with their ends over 
lapped adjacent to the slot, the arm G piv 

Io oted between the ears D and having the lug 
f to engage the spring L, and the head H pro 
jected inward from the side of the arm to a 

line with the under side of the plate beyond 
the edge of the same, and thereby adapted to 
engage he riser and to press the Carpet (5 
against the same, substantially as shown and 
described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

AUGUST C. KUSTER. 
Witnesses: 

A. N. JESBERA, 
A. WIDBER. 


