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To all whom it may corncern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD D. FRISWELL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Shoes; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such aswill enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and usethe same.

My invention relates to the class of shoes
commonly known as ¢ Congress” shoes—that
is, shoes provided with elastic gores, which
are the only means of retaining the shoe in
place upon the foot. Shoes of this class fit
neatly and present an attractive appearance.
They are, however, subject to the objections
that there is no way of relieving the pressure
upon the ankle when the shoe is worn in-
doors and that the great stretch necessarily
given to the elastic gores in putting on and
removing the shoe frequently stretches the
elastic gores out of shape, so that the fit of
the shoe is seriously impaired. In order to
overcome these objections and producéa shoe
which may be even more readily put on or
removed than the ordinary Congress shoe
withoutoverstretching the elastic, which shall
be thoroughly durable, and which may be
loosened at the ankle, so as to produce, ap-
proximately, the effect of a slipper, while at
the same time the shoe will be held in place
on the foot, I have devised the novel shoe of
which the following description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a
specification, numbers being used to desig-
nate the several parts.

TFigures 1 and 2 ave elevations of my novel
shoe, showing two modes in which the shoe
is fastened; Fig. 3, a similar view showing
another mode of fastening, the parts being
in the unfastened position; and Fig. 4is a
detail sectional view on the line = 2.

1 denotes the front piece; 2, the hack piece;
3, the outer elastic gore; 4, the inner elastic
gore; 5, a supplemental elastic gore, and 6
the vamp.

By the term “outer elastic gore” I mean
the gore upon the outer side of the shoe, and
by the term ““inner elastic gore” I mean the
elastic gore upon the inner side of the shoe.

The novelfeatures of my invention are that
the inner elastic gore is detached from the
back piece and the front lower edge of the
back piece is detached from the vamp on the
inner side of the shoe, so that the free edge
of the back forms a tongue, which I have
specifically indicated by 7, a point of attach-
ment of the back piece to the vamp being in-
dicated at 16. In the fastened position the
free edge of the back piece—. e., the tongue—
passes under the free edge of the inner elas-
tic gore, as clearly shown in the drawings.

At the free edge of the inner elastic gore I
preferably place, to insure durability, a fac-
ing-strip 8. The supplemental elastic gore
is preferably made triangular in shape, the
upper edge. being a selvage edge and lying
obliquely to the horizontal plane, the front
edge being attached to the facing-strip and
the lower edge to the vamyp of the shoe.

In Fig. 1,as a means forfastening the shoe,
I have shown the facing-strip at the freeedge
of the inner elastic gore asprovided with eye-
lets 9 and the free edge of the back piece as
provided with ordinary lever-fasteners 10,
which pass through the eyelets and are turned
down against the holding-plates 11, to which
they are attached.

In Fig. 2 I have shown the facing-strip and
the back piece as provided with lacing-hooks
12 and the shoe as fastened by a cord 13 en-
gaging said hooks, and in Fig. 31 have shown
the facing - strip as provided with button-
holes 14 and the back piece as provided with
buttons 15. (Shown only in dotted lines.)

It will of course be understood that the mode
of fastening the shoe is not of the essence of
my invention, it being simply necessary to
provide a means of fastening which may be
readily unfastened soas to permit the wearer
to get perfect comfort when it is not desired
to have the shoe fit the foot and ankle closely,
but which may be as readily fastened when
it is desired to have the shoe fit closely. It
is an important feature of my improved con-
struction that the fastening is placed back of
the ankle on the inner side of the shoe, thus
being wholly out of the way and at the por-
tion of the shoe best adapted to be opened
and to carry the fastening devices, there be-
ing anatural depression back of the ankle, at
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which point the fastening devices are placed
in my novel shoe.

The construction of the shoeand its opera-
tion will be elearly understood from Fig. 4 in
connection with Hig. 3. It will be seen that
when the fastening is detached the back piece
and the inner: elastic- gore are wholly sepa-
rated. . The supplemental elastic gore is not
an essential feature of construction, although
1 preferably place this supplemental gore be-
tween the facing-strip and the vamp. This

gore assists in holding the shoe in place when |

" the fastenings are detached, giving, in fact, to
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the shoe the grip of an ordinarylow-cat shoe.
The supplemental gore is moreover placed
s0 low down that it does not require to be
stretched very much in putting on or taking
off the shoe, but will, however, hold the shoe
firmly at the ankle when fastened in any or-
dinary or preferred manner.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— :

1. A Congress shoe having the usual inner
and outer elastic gores, the innerelasticbeing
detached from the back piece and the front
lower edge of the back piece detached from
the vamp so as to form a tongue and means

for fastening the free edge of the inner elas-
tic gore to the tongue.

2.7 A Congress shoe having the usual inner
and outer elastic gores, the inner elastic gore
being detached from the back piece and pro-
vided with a facing-strip 8 and the front lower

‘edge of the back piece detached from the

vamp so as to form a tongue and means for
fastening the facing-strip on the inner elastic
gore to the tongue.

3.-A Congress shoe having the usual inner
and outer elastic gores, the inner elastic gore
being wholly detached from the back piece
and the front lower edge of the back piece de-
tached from the vamp and a supplemental
elastic gore the upper edge of which is a sel-
vage, the front edge of which is attached to
the inner elastic gore and the lower edge at-
tached to the vamp and means for fastening
theinner elastic gore tothe back piece.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD D. FRISWELL.

‘Witnesses:
A. M. WOOSTER,
S. V. RICHARDSON.
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