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UNITED STATES

1,480,839
PATENT OFFICE.

MAJOR M. ROBINSON, OF JACKSON, TENNESSEE:

BUTTON.

Applicatior fited Noventber 22, 1922, Serial Nio. 602,375.

7o all whom it may concern:

Be it know that I, Magor M. Ropinson,

a citizen of the United States, residing st

Jackson, in the county of Madison and State
5 of Tennessee, have invented certain new and
useful Fmprovements in Buttons, of which
the following is 4 specification.

This invention relates to improvements
in buttons and is directed more especially
to uniform or other decorstive buttons and
has: as one of its primaty objects to provide a
button which: will: be sduapted for secure at-
tachment to the overlapped side of a mmi-
form coat or other garment and will present
an: utiobstructed shank projecting forwardly
fromy the said portien of the garment a suf-
ficient distance to so space the head of the
butten: fiom the said portion of the garment
as to permiti of free play of the overlapping
portion. which will' be provided with a but-
tonhole for passage over the liead of the
button. Therefore, the invention eontem-
plates the provision of & button which will
be particulaity adapted for employment on
uniferms inasmuch as there will be no puck-
ering of the garment where it is engaged with
the button and therefore the garment will
present and maintain a neat and dressy ap-
pearance and will be less liable to become
wrinkled than where the ordinary button is
smployed.

Another object of the invention is to so
construet the button that when applied to
the overlapped portiom of the garment #t
will be securely lockeéd in place so that it
cannot beeome lost or disarranged.

As gtated, the button is designed primarily
for use upen uniforms or where a decota-
tive effect is to be produced by the button at
the same time it performs its primary fune-
tion, and as uniferm buttons ordinarily bear
ingignia on the faces of their heads it is
of course, desirable that the buttons be
maintained id position to displey such in-
signia in wpright pesition, and therefore
the invention has as another important ob-
jeet to provide means whereby this result
may be obtained:

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the but-
ton: embodying the invention applied to the
garment ;

Fig. 2 is a group perspective view illus-
trating the component parts of the button
disassembled 3

Pig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating
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the locking means provided for helding the
tocking key in place;

Fig. 4 1s a lengitudinal sectionpl view
through the locking key.

In the drawings the head of the button
is indicated in general by the numeral 1
and the same may be of any desired contour
and dimensions and ornamented or provided
with insignia as may be found desirable.
The head 1 is provided with an axially lo-
cated shank 2 which for a portien of its
length is of cylindrical contour as indi-
cated by the numeral 3 and for the remain-
der of its length is reduced and given a
rectangular form as indicated by the nu-
meral 4. The shank 2 is formed with a
threaded bore indicated by the numeral 5,
the bore opening through the end of the
reduiced squared portion 4 of the shank 2.

The back of the button comprises a body
6 which may be of the eircular form shown
in: the drawings or of any other desired con-
tour, and the back is provided upon one of
its faces with a threaded stud 7 designed
to enter the threaded bore 5. In conneetion
with the back 6 there is employed a washer
indicated by the numeral 8 which is formed
centrally with a rectangular opening 9 of di-
mensions to adapt the washer to be fitted on
to the reduced squared portion 4 of the shank
2 as best shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
In the said figure the numeral 10 indicates
the: overlapped portion of s garment such,
for example, as the frent of a aniform coat
or jacket and the nurmeral 11 indicates the
overlapping portion of said garment, this
latter portion being formed with a button-
hole indicated by the numeral 12. At this
point it may be remarked that ordinarily
uniform buttons are riveted of similarly se-
etired to the portion 10 of the garment and
have relatively short shanks so that when
the overlapping portien 11 of the gatment is
applied over the bufton and the shank of the
button is recetved in: the buttonhole 12, this
portion of the garment is liable to pucker
or Become wrinkled thus detracting from
the reat and dressy appearance of the umi-
form. By reférring to Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings it will be observed that in the present
invention this disadvantage is effectually
overcome for when the portion 10 of the
garment is suitably punctured to receive the
squared portion 4 of the shank 2 of the but-
ton head and this shank is fitted first
through the opening 9 in the washer 8 and
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then through the puncture in the said por-
tion 10, the washer will bear against the
shoulder formed by producing the reduced
portion 4, and which shoulder is indicated
in the drawings by the numeral 13, and
will also bear flat against the forward side
of the said portion of the garment. With
the parts thus positioned the stud 7 of the
bacl 6 is then threaded into the bore 5 by ro-
tating the back, and finally the said portion
of the garment will be clamped firmly be-
tween the washer and the back. If de-
sired the back 6 may be provided with a
milled or serrated periphery 14 to facilitate
its assemblage with the shank of the head 1.

As previously stated it is desirable to
maintain the head 1 of the button in a pre-
determined position in view of the fact that
the button will ordinarily bear insignia of
one kind or another upon the face of its
head and it is desirable to keep the insignia
in an upright position. Therefore, in order
that the button may be maintained in such
position, a spur 15 is provided upon that
face of the washer 8 which is to bear against
the portion 10 of the garment, and this spur
will penetrate the said portion of the gar-
ment when the back 6 is assembled with the
other parts of the button.

Inasmuch as it is desirable that the but-
ton be more or less securely anchored to the
portion 10 of the garment, a locking means
1s provided for the purpose of preventing
rotation of the back 6, and this means, as
illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawings, com-
prises a locking key 16 having beveled lat-
eral edges 17 adapting it to be removably
inserted into a recess 18 having beveled or
undercut side walls 19 and which recess is
formed in that face of the back 6 from which
the threaded stud 7 projects. The recess 18
opens through the periphery of the said
back and extends radially inwardly across
the face of the back beyond the center there-
of so that in fact the stud 7 projects from
the bottom wall of the said recess. The
locking key 16 is formed in its end which is
to be located within the inner end of the
recess 18, when the key is in place, with =
recess 20 defining locking fingers 21 located
in_spaced parallel relation. The opposin
sides of the fingers 21 are plane an
spaced apart a distance equal to the
diametric dimension of the reduced squared
portion 4 of the shank 2. Tt will now
be evident that when the parts are as-
sembled, with the exception of the locking
key 16, in the manner previously stated, the
end of the squared portion 4 of the shank 2
will seat in the recess 18 in the back 6 and
after the back has been rotated with rela-
tion to the head of the button to such posi-
tion that two of the faces of the portion 4
will be parallel to the edges of the walls 19
of the recess 18, the key may be fitted into

1,480,839

place within the recess, and when it has
been properly inserted, its fingers 21 will
straddle the squared portion 4 of the shank
2 and in this manncr the parts will be
locked against relative rotation.

In order that the locking key 16 may be
held in place within the recess in the back of
the button, a latch spring 22 is secured at
one end, as at 23, within a recess 24 in the
head of the key and, through its resiliency,
normally assumes a position sprung to pro-
ject at its free end somewhat beyond the
plane of the face of the locking key within
which the said recess is formed. This end

of the latch spring is formed with a locking s

tongue 25 which 1s designed to be sprung
Into engagement in a notch 26 formed in the
inner wall of the recess 18, when the locking
key is slid into place within the said recess,
Ofy course, when the locking tongue is in
engagement in the notch, the locking key
will be securely held against withdrawal,
but in order that it may be withdrawn when
occasion requires a finger button 27 is pro-
vided and is connected by a shank 28 to the
latch spring 22. The shank 28 of this button
works through a slot 29 in the back 6 of the
bottom and when pressure is applied against
the head 27 in an inward direction, the lock-
ing tongue 25 will be disengaged from the
notch 26,

While the button, in the embodiment illus-
trated in the drawings and hereinbefore de-
seribed, is designed primarily for employ-
ment where one portion of a garment is to
be buttoned in overlapped relation to an-
other portion, it will be understood that, by
a slight modification in structure, the but-
ton might be employed merely as an orna-
ment as, for example, on the sleeves of the
garment,

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:

1. A button comprising a head having a
shank formed with a reduced squared end
portion, a washer fitted thereon against the
shoulder provided by the formation of said
portion and thus held in spaced relation to
the back of the head, the shank having a
threaded bore, a back having a threaged
stud fitting the said bore, and means upon
the back coacting with the squared portion
of the shank ang locking the back against
rotation in a direction to unthread the stud
from the bore.

2. A button comprising a head having a
shank formed with a reduced squared end
portion, a washer fitted thereon against the
shoulder provided by the formation of said
portion and thus held in spaced relation to
the back of the head, the shank having a
threaded bore, a back having a threaded
stud fitting the said bore, and means upon
the back coacting with the squared portion
of the shank _ﬂng locking the back against
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rotation in a direction to unthread the stud
from the bore, the said means comprising a
key slidably engnged with the back and
having spaced portions to straddle the
squared portion of the head shank.

3. A button comprising a head having a
shank formed with a reduced squared end
portion, a washer fitted thereon against the
shoulder provided by the formation of said
portion and thus he{d in spaced relation to
the back of the head, the shank having a
threaded bore, u back having a threaded stud
fitting the said bore, and means upon the

8

back coacting with the squared portion of
the shank and locking the back against rota-
tion in a direction to unthread the stud from
the bore, the said means comprising a key
slidably engaged with the back and having
spaced portions to straddle the squared por-

tion of the head shank, and a latch carried :

by the locking key and coacting with the
said back of the button to restrain the key
against displacement from the recess in
which it is seated.

In testimony whereof I affix my signatuve.

MAJOR M. ROBINSON. [L.s.]
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