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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. GoRDON, 

of Detroit, county of Wayne, State of Michi 
gan, have invented a new and useful improve 

5 ment in Cheese-Safes; and I declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the same, such as will enable others skilled 
in the alrt to which it pertains to make and 
use it, reference being had to the accompany 

Io ing drawings, which form a part of this speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to cheese-safes; and it 

consists in the combination of devices and ap 
pliances hereinafter set forth, and more par 

I5 ticularly pointed out in the claim. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a cheese-safe embodying my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a central section of same. Fig. 3 is 
a variation, showing how the glass side may 

2o be inserted from beneath. 
Heretofore cheese-safes have been con 

structed with glass sides and with a door, of 
wire-cloth, adapted to be raised and to slide 
back between the parts constituting the top 

25 of the safe. Difficulty has, however, been ex 
perienced, owing to the fact that the door being 
of wire-cloth the ventilation has been so great 
as to dry and harden the cheese on the fresh 
cut surfaces. So, also, the wire-cloth has re 

3o quired the use of a roller, over which it might 
flex as it was raised, and the wire-cloth itself, 
by alternate bending and straightening, very 
soon caused the wire strands to break. All 
other serious objection has been the fact that 

35 the door is very liable to receive hard knocks, 
which would indent the wire-cloth and cause 
it to bind and catch as the door was raised 
and slid between the parts of the safe above, 
besides seriously marring its appearance. 
The object of my invention is to make a safe 

which shall be provided with a flexible slid 
ing door, yet which will obviate the foregoing objections. 
A is the body of the safe, its sides and back 

45 B being of glass, so as to prevent a circula 
tion of air through them. C is a rolling piv 
oted stand for the cheese, and D is the door. 
The door is made of slats, of wood or other 
material, laid edge to edge, and united by a 

5o piece of canvas or other suitable fabric, which 

is pasted upon the back of the slats. The 
door so formed is fitted to slide within suitable 
grooves made in the frame-work of the safe, 
and a handle is provided for actuating the 
door. In the instance shown in the drawings 
the door is adapted to be opened by lifting it 
up, which causes it to slide back between the 
parts constituting the top of the safe; but it 
is not essential that the door should open by 
all upward movement, for it is apparent that 
the edges of the flexible slat-door may be fitted 
to slide in grooves at the top and bottom of 
the frame, and be made to open by sliding it 
sidewise, in which case it would flex about one 
of the vertical posts of the frame, and then 
recede in a direction parallel with the sides 
of the case and either within or outside of the 
sides A. So, also, it might be made to open by 
a downward motion, in which event the lower 
edge of the door would pass in beneath the 
safe parallel with its floor. 
The safe itself may be of cubical form, as 

shown, or may be made of any polygonal form 
in horizontal section, the shape of the safe 
or the direction of motion given to the door 
being immaterial, the essential feature of my 
invention being the employment of a flexible 
sliding door which shall open within the space 
occupied by the safe itself, said door being 
made of parallel slats fastened together edge 
to edge, whereby a door is made that does not 
deteriorate by frequently opening and closing 
one that cannot become distorted or bind 
within its grooves, and which cannot become 
indented, so as to impair its looks, or so dis 
tort it as to cause it to bind at any point 
against the frame-work of the safe as the door 
is being opened and closed. When a safe is 
constructed in this manner With glass sides and 
a close-slat door it is so nearly air-tight that 
the fresh-cut surfaces of the cheese will not 
dry and be thereby impaired, yet sufficient air 
can circulate through the grooves around the 
edges of the sliding door to prevent mildew 
or mold. 

I am aware that I am not the first to pro 
vide a cheese-safe with a rigid door, nor alm I 
the first to provide it with a flexible door 
which, by sliding, can open within the limits 
occupied by the safe itself; but, so far as I am IOO 
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aware, I am the first who has produced a door 
of rigid material, yet a flexible construction, 
so as to permit the door, by sliding, to open 
within the limits of the safe. 

5. It is, of course, not essential that the sides 
or walls of the safe should be made of glass, 
except when it is desired to make it practically 
air-tight, in which case they should be made 
of glass or wood or metal; but they might be 

Io made of woven-wire screen. 
I make no claim to a cheese-safe having its 

three sides made of glass, and a flexible slid 
ing door; and, further, I make no claim to a 
flexible door or cover made of slats of wood 

I5 connected together, as my invention consists 

in a cheese-safe of the peculiar construction of 
parts specified in the claim. 
What I claim is 
A close cheese-safe three sides of which are 

formed of glass or other imperforate material, 20 
while one side is open and provided with a 
sliding door composed of slats united edge to 
edge by a facing of fabric, substantially as set 
forth. 

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica- 25 
tion in the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM H. GOERDON. 
Witnesses: 

WM. M. PoRTER, 
PHILIP J. BOOST. 


